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Introducing the 2011 
Massachusetts Curriculum Framework 

for 
English Language Arts and Literacy

Massachusetts Department of 
Elementary and Secondary Education

and
The Massachusetts Readiness Centers

March-April 2011

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NOTE:  THE NOTES ON THE FOLLOWING SLIDES ARE TO BUILD A KNOWLEDGE BASE; THEY ARE NOT INTENDED TO BE A SCRIPTThis presentation is designed to be given after the general overview,  “Transitioning to the New Massachusetts Frameworks for English Language Arts & Literacy and Mathematics”. Each participant should have a copy of the 2011 Massachusetts Curriculum Framework for English Language Arts & Literacy so they can find sections during the session. They should also have the worksheet, “Exploring the Framework”.  (All of these materials are posted at www.doe.mass.edu/candi/commoncore.)  It is helpful, but not absolutely necessary, that participants have “flag post-its”, sticky notes, or some other way to mark sections in the framework in the course of the presentation. Have one copy each of Appendices A, B, and C of Common Core State Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy (also at www.doe.mass.edu/candi/commoncore/) because these documents are referred to in the presentation. Participants should know they exist but don’t need copies for the presentation.Presenter: Introduce the presenters and the members of the audience, if group is small enough; if group is large, identify groups such as preschool, pre-k to 12 or higher ed faculty and administrators. Keep in mind that the new framework incorporates the Common Core State Standards (CCSS), published in June 2010, adopted in Massachusetts in July 2010.  These standards were designed to make U.S. students competitive with peers across the world. Each state that adopted the standards had the opportunity to augment the standards with up to 15% state-specific standards; Massachusetts added 2.5% to the ELA Framework: mainly for pre-K; also guiding principles for English language arts and literacy programs, a glossary, and lists of suggested authors.
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Guiding Questions

How will knowledge of the new
Framework support educators as they 
prepare students for college and careers?

What does it mean to be literate in the 
21st century?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter:  Introduce the guiding questions to the  participants and ask them to keep the questions in mind throughout this interactive workshop.Explain that there are 2 big ideas in the framework – college and career readiness and literacy in the 21st century.  Both involve strong skills in reading, writing, speaking and listening, and language – the strands of the framework – and the ability to think logically, create new knowledge, and use print and digital media to their full advantage.
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Key Ideas

• Emphasis on college and career readiness beginning at 
birth

• Intentional coherence between the standards for reading 
literature and reading informational text

• Detailed standards on writing arguments, explanations, 
and narratives

• Emphasis on finding good evidence and using it precisely
• Strong linkage of reading and writing
• Developing literate students is a shared responsibility –

not just the work of the English teacher 
• The ability to read progressively more complex text is 

key to college and career readiness

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: Explain to participants that these are some of the important ideas that the presentation will explore. 
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Pre-kindergarten Standards: Why?

• Continuity and consistency are key reasons 
to add pre-k standards to Massachusetts’ 
adaptation of the national K-12 Common Core 
State Standards. 
– Build an educational continuum from pre-kindergarten to college 

and career readiness;
– Align efforts at EEC, ESE, and DHE to support language acquisition

and early literacy;
– Improve continuity of curriculum across schools and community 

programs and smooth transitions for children when educators work 
from a single set of standards;

– Extend the learning day to out-of-school time programs using 
common expectations;

– Provide consistency of children’s learning experiences as they 
move from preschool into kindergarten and beyond.

– .4

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The pre-K standards begin to connect the educational continuum that begins at birth .  Using a common set of standards aligns the work of EEC, ESE and DHE to support language acquisition, early literacy and builds consistency in children’s learning experiences as they move from preschool into kindergarten and beyond.  Use of standards  in out of school time programs also helps to  reduce the proficiency gap through enrichment activities. 
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Focus on the Big Picture 
Principles for Learning:

A Foundation for Transforming Pre-K – 12 Education

• Being literate is at the heart of learning in 
every subject area.

• Learning is a social act.
• The habit of inquiry is important in life-long 

learning.
• Learning involves turning information from 

multiple media into personal knowledge.
• Learning occurs in a global context.

(ACTE, CoSN, NCSS, NCTE, NCTM, NSTA)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: Touch upon each of the concepts as those things we know from research that support student learning:Being literate is at the heart of learning in every subject area. Learning involves reading, writing, speaking and listening – no matter what the discipline or topic.  history/social studies and science require a lot of reading and writing. Learning is a social act – students need to be having discourse about texts they are reading. Collaboration improves the learning and is referred to throughout the standards.Inquiry is the major part of the Framework. Learning about learning establishes a habit of inquiry important in life-long learning – the more students learn, the more questions are generated. Learning requires more than paper and pencil – students must be able to use and evaluate information from media.The Framework recognizes that we live in a global society and acknowledges the need to be culturally responsive
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Desired Outcomes

Participants will:

•Discover the key ideas in the new  
Framework

•Review the organization and content of 
the document

•Explore the Framework’s potential 
impact on teaching and learning

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter:  Review the Desired Outcomes with the participants.
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College and Career Ready

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter:  What does it mean to be college and career ready? The words in this graphic design were taken from “Students who are College and Career Ready in Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language” (Section 3 of Introduction). Ask participants to turn to this section of the Framework.Participants will examine this “ Wordle” (created using the tools at Wordle.net – free website that takes text you supply and creates a graphic design in which the words that appear most often in the linear text become the largest in the design). Ask participants to write a statement that incorporates 5 or 6 of the largest terms. Share statements in pairs or groups.Presenter:  You may wish to have several volunteers share their statements with the whole group.
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Rationale
We’re all in this together!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Again, the theme of shared responsibility and shared opportunity. Strategies for Children, a Massachusetts advocacy organization for early childhood education, uses the slogan, “Children are our common wealth” as part of its argument why investments in education are important to society.Policy-making is the beginning not the end…teachers, their students and families will bring the new Framework and its standards to lifeThis is an opportunity for administrators and teachers at all levels – pre-k to college – to reexamine current practices.
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Key Design Principles of the 
Framework

– College and Career Focus
– Consistency
– Clarity
– Family and Community Involvement
– Professional Development
– Depth
– Collaboration

Presenter
Presentation Notes
College and Career Focus:  This focus helps to prepare students with the knowledge and skills they need to succeed in college and careers. “The demands of 21st century careers and citizenship are increasingly similar to what students need to be prepared for college-whether they decide to attend college or not.” (FOCUS:  Elevating the Essentials to Radically Improve Student Learning, Schmoker, Mike, 2011 p. 26)Consistency:  Expectations are the same for all students.Clarity helps all stakeholders to understand what students are expected to know and be able to do.Family and Community Involvement: The Guiding Principles explicitly call for our schools to reach out to families and the community in support of the success of all students (See Guiding Principle #10).Professional Development will allow for more focused pre-service and career development for all personnel who are involved in the instruction of students.Depth promotes development of curriculum that supports deep understanding (Look specifically at Standard 10 – page 2).Collaboration:  Because these standards will be used so widely across the country, districts and states will have many opportunities to collaborate on the development of resources.
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Turn and Talk

“The Literate Person of the 
Twenty-first Century”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter:  Give the participants the opportunity to turn to one another and talk about the characteristics of the literate person of the 21st century.After the Turn and Talk, refer the participants to the Introduction, last paragraph, to read the section on The Literate Person of the Twenty-first Century.
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Scarborough, 2002, p. 98. Used with permission of  Guilford Press.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: Explain the diagram and its implications – learning to read is a complex and complicated set of interrelated tasks. Have participants turn to pp. 10-14 for the foundational standards in reading that are the underpinnings of all literacy and language development.Literacy involves a continuum of learning that enables individuals “to achieve goals, to develop knowledge and potential, and to participate fully in the community and the wider society.”This diagram demonstrates the importance of becoming increasingly automatic and increasingly strategic throughout the experience of learning to become literate. Each strand is equally vital to the success of the skilled reader, speaker, writer, listener and thinker.
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Distribution of Literary and Informational
Passages by Grade in The 2009 National 
Assessment of Educational Progress 
(NAEP) Reading Framework

Grade Literary Informational
4 50% 50%
8 45% 55%

12 30% 70%
Source:  National Assessment Governing Board. (2008). Reading Framework for 2009 National 
Assessment of Educational Progress. Washington, DC:  U.S. Government Printing Office.

Literary and Informational Text

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: Explain that the authors of the standards used longitudinal research provided by NAEP – National Assessment of Educational Progress – often referred to as the Nation’s Report Card – to make the case that students need more opportunities to read informational texts. As students progress through the grades, the range of reading and level of text complexity prepares them for the demands of college and careers.The NAEP becomes more complex from grade 4 to grade 12 with an increasing emphasis on informational textIn addition to reading literature, students need more opportunities to read more informational text.There is more information in Appendix A.  
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Distribution of Communicative Purposes
by Grade in The 2011 National Assessment 
of Educational Progress  (NAEP) 
Writing Framework

Literary and Informational Writing

Grade
To 

Persuade
To 

Explain
To Convey
Experience

4 30% 35% 35%
8 35% 35% 30%

12 40% 40% 20%
Source:  National Assessment Governing Board. (2007). Writing Framework for 2011 
National Assessment of Educational Progress. pre-publication edition: Iowa City, IA: ACT 
Inc.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: The same studies indicated that for writing, in addition to writing to convey experience, students need more opportunities to write to persuade and explain. Participants will see an emphasis on these three purposes for writing in the standards.Note: Emphasis on informational writing (explain, persuade).
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Organization of the 
Massachusetts ELA & Literacy 

Standards

• Three main sections
a comprehensive pre-k-5 section (page 1)
6-12 English language arts section (page 36)
6-12 section for literacy in history/social 

studies, science, and technical subjects 
(page 65)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter:  Have the participants turn to the Table of ContentsThere are three main sections.Standards for English Language Arts and Literacy In History/Social Studies, Science & Technical Subjects Pre-K-5Standards for English Language Arts 6-12Standards for Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects
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Organization of the 
Massachusetts ELA & Literacy 

Standards
Pre K-5 & 6-12 ELA:  4 strands

Reading                Speaking and Listening

Writing                 Language

6-12 Literacy in History/Social Studies, 
Science, and Technical Subjects: 2 strands

Reading 
Writing

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Standards are organized under 4 Strands – Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language. In addition, there are parallel structures for reading literary texts (begins on p. 3) and informational texts (begins on p. 7) and Foundational Skills pre-K through 5 (begins on p. 10) as previously mentioned.Grades pre-k-8 are organized grade by grade and Grades 9-10 and 11-12 are organized in grade bands.Literacy standards for History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects are embedded in the Reading Informational Text and Writing standards at grades pre-k-5.ELA standards for pre-k-12 are those for Reading Literature: fiction, poetry, drama, folktale, myth, and traditional literature.Literacy standards for History/Social Studies, Science and Technical Subjects for grades 6-12 are customized for the different subject areas and written for grades 6-8, 9-10, 11-12.  “History/Social Studies” includes political and cultural history, economics, government, and geography; “Science and Technical Subjects” includes the sciences, technology, engineering, mathematics, health.
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Organization of the 
Massachusetts ELA & Literacy 

Standards
• Each strand begins with College and Career 

Readiness Anchor Standards

• The College and Career Readiness Anchor 
Standards are followed by Grade Level 
Standards
Grade specific, Pre-K-8
Grade span, 9-10, 11-12

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each strand is headed by college and career readiness anchor standards are identical across all grades and content areasThe college and career readiness anchor standards are followed by grade level/grade span standardsPresenter: Have participants turn in the Introductory pages to “How to Read this Document” for further information.Ask the participants follow one standard from its Anchor through the grade levels – Standard 3 for instance – to illustrate. You may also want to point out that in each section, the grade levels are side by side and you may read down the grade level to note just the grade level/span expectations.
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Exploring the Framework

• Materials
– Massachusetts Framework for English 

Language Arts and Literacy 
– “Exploring the Framework” worksheet

• Directions
– With a partner or in a small group search for 

the items on the list in the Framework
– Discuss the importance of these features and 

how they might be used

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: At the Readiness Center presentation, you may want to explain to participants that this is an activity that they can take back to their schools; it is particularly effective in small groups. Working together to answer the questions, participants discover sections of the framework that they might not read on their own. Note that the worksheet has answers on the back.
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Reading

“To build a foundation for college and 
career readiness, students must read 
widely and deeply from among a broad 
range of high-quality, increasingly 
challenging literary and informational 
texts.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: Slides 16 through 26 take participants through the various strands and the key ideas associated with each.Point out that this quote is from the Sidebar on p. 2. (All of the sidebars carry through the theme of college and career readiness.) Throughout the document, there are references to range and content. This one refers to all of the opportunities and dispositions needed to become a successful reader. Recommend that participants take time to read all of the sidebars and additional information in the document and that they encourage all of their colleagues to do so as well.
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Anchor Standards for Reading

• Close reading of texts 
• Identification of central 

ideas and themes
• Analysis of events and 

ideas
• Interpretation of how 

words create meaning
• Analysis of structure
• Analysis of point of view

• Integration of content 
from multiple sources

• Evaluation of arguments 
and claims

• Comparison of themes 
and topics

• Knowledge of literary 
concepts and genres

• Independent 
comprehension of 
complex texts

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: Indicate that these are the Anchor Standards for Reading (p. 2).  Point out the groupings:1-3: Key Ideas and Details4-6: Craft and Structure7-9: Integration of Knowledge and IdeasAt the bottom is Standard 10, which represents range of reading and text complexity and the goal of learner independence. This is another opportunity to follow a standard from Anchor through the grade levels and to demonstrate the parallels between literary and informational reading (Informational texts begins on p. 7). You may also wish to point out that the standards pages are coded on the upper right – [RL] stands for reading literature; [RI] stands for reading information.
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Overview of Text Complexity

 Qualitative measures — levels of meaning,      
structure,  language conventionality 
and knowledge demands

 Quantitative measures — word frequency, 
sentence length, and text cohesion

Reader and Task

 Reader and Task — background knowledge 
of reader, academic task under 
consideration, teacher professional 
judgment

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: Refer to pp.33 and 62.  Explain text complexity. Examine the range and exemplars (p. 34)  in literature and informational texts. Research on text complexity is in Appendix A. Emphasize that exemplars are not intended to be required readings. They provide examples.  They are intended to demonstrate a pre-K-12 progression in text complexity. They include nonfiction (key American documents, history, the arts, science, math, and technology) and digital texts, as well as poetry, drama, fiction, folk- and fairy-tales, mythology, and traditional literature. They were chosen by educators and librarians for excellence of expression and significant subject matter. Sample performance tasks linked to the standards accompany some of the selections in Appendix B.Presenter may read a few paragraphs from O. Henry’s The Gift of the Magi or another exemplar from Appendix B 
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Writing

“ To build a foundation for college and 
career…students need to learn to use writing as 
a way of offering and supporting opinions, 
demonstrating understanding…and conveying 
real and imagined experiences and events. …to 
appreciate that a key purpose of writing is to 
communicate clearly to an external 
audience…to adapt form and content…to 
accomplish a particular task and purpose.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: Direct participants to the sidebar on p.15. This is the page where the Anchor Standards for writing are introduced (note [W] in the upper right). Point out key phrases – offering and supporting opinions, demonstrating understanding, convey experiences, communicate to and audience for a particular purpose.Note that the Writing standards are in groups, just like the Reading Standards:1-3 Text Types and Purposes4-6 Production and Distribution of Writing7-9  Research to Build and Present Knowledge10. Range of WritingPresenter may also read the last sentence of this sidebar.
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Anchor Standards for Writing
• Argument supported by 

evidence
• Information/explanation
• Narrative
• Organization and 

Coherence
• Revision and editing

• Using technology for 
collaboration and 
publishing 

• Short and sustained 
research projects

• Integration of 
information from several 
sources

• Use of evidence from 
texts, linking reading and 
writing

• Frequent writing for a 
range of tasks, purposes, 
and audiences

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: Anchor standards for writing are on p.15. Note Anchor standard 10 representing independence and proficiency.Standards in italics indicate the three primary text types and purposes: argument, explanation, narrative (Anchor Standards 1-3 on page 15)  – reflecting the NAEP writing matrix – that are emphasized in the standards. Massachusetts created an additional standard that extends the range of writing to poetry, scripts, and personal reflections. Presenter: These are the standards that reflect the NAEP research. Participants should know that Appendix C has examples of student writing that have been annotated to reflect the standards.
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Speaking & Listening
“To build a foundation for college and career 
readiness, students must have ample 
opportunities to take part in a variety of rich, 
structured conversations—as part of a whole 
class, in small groups, and with a partner. Being 
productive members of these conversations 
requires that students contribute accurate, 
relevant information; respond to and develop 
what others have said; make comparisons and 
contrasts; and analyze and synthesize a 
multitude of ideas in various domains.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: Refer to the sidebar on p. 21 – have participants turn to that page.  Again, point out key phrases – rich, structured conversations, contribute relevant information, respond to others, analyze and synthesize ideas.Here there are 6 Anchor Standards and this is an opportunity to follow one of the standards from anchor through the grades. Note that the standards are divided into 2 categories – comprehension & collaboration and presentation of knowledge and ideas. There is a greater emphasis on listening in these standards than there was in former Massachusetts standards.
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Anchor Standards for 
Speaking & Listening

• Effective participation in 
a range of conversations 
and collaborations

• Integration of 
information from 
multiple sources

• Evaluation of a speaker’s 
point of view

• Coherent oral 
presentations

• Strategic use of visuals 
and digital media

• Command of a variety of 
communication tasks

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: These are the speaking and listening anchor standards ([SL] is in the upper right). Note emphasis on presentation skills even at the earliest grades.Speaking and Listening are divided into standards that address:DiscourseListeningPresentation of knowledge and ideas across various domains
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Language Progression:
Conventions of Standard English

“To build a foundation for college and career 
readiness in language, students must gain control 
over many conventions …and mechanics as well as 
learn other ways to use language to convey 
meaning effectively.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: Have participants turn to Sidebar p.25. Note that this is where language and vocabulary development are addressed. The rest of the sidebar says, “The inclusion of Language standards in their own strand should not be taken as an indication that skills related to conventions, effective language use, and vocabulary are unimportant to reading, writing, speaking, and listening; indeed, they are inseparable from such contexts.”See the Language Progression Chart on page 32 or 61.Students will learn: conventions, effective use of language and vocabulary which is important to reading, writing, speaking and listening.
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Language Progression:
Vocabulary Development

“They must also be able to determine or clarify 
the meaning of grade-appropriate words 
encountered through listening, reading, and 
media use; come to appreciate that words have 
nonliteral meanings, shadings of meaning, and 
relationships to other words; and expand their 
vocabulary in the course of studying content.” 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter:  Follow progression of the vocabulary standards. Choose standard 5 and follow across grade levels. 
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Anchor Standards for               
Language

Conventions of Standard 
English

• Command of grammar 
and usage

• Command of 
capitalization, spelling, 
punctuation

Knowledge of Language
• Knowledge of how 

language functions in 
various contexts

Vocabulary Acquisition 
and Use

• Use of context, word 
parts and references to 
clarify meaning of words

• Understanding figurative 
language, word 
relationships, and 
nuances of meaning

• Academic and domain-
specific vocabulary

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter: Note that there are 6 Anchor Standards for Language.  Note the groupings. Standard 6 reflects proficient use and understanding of general academic and discipline-specific vocabulary and word learning skills.
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Standards for Literacy in History/
Social Studies, Science,                        
and Technical Subjects

RI.6.1
Cite textual evidence to 
support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn 
from the text.

RH.6-8.1
Cite specific textual 
evidence to support 
analysis of primary and 
secondary sources.

RST.6-8.1
Cite specific evidence to 
support analysis of 
science and technical 
texts.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Compare the grade 6 Reading Informational Text Standard RL.6.1 (p. 42) with the Reading Standard in History/Social Studies, RH.6-8.1 (p. 67) and the Reading Standard for Literacy in Science and Technical Subjects, RST6-8.1 (p.68).  Notice the consistency of the task asked across the standards and content areas.What are the commonalities in language and task?
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Implications for Preschools, 
Pre-K to 12 Districts, Colleges and 

Universities, Libraries, Extended Day 
and Summer School Programs

• Create awareness for all stakeholders
• Foster understanding through professional 

development and collaboration
• Bring all staff into the adoption/alignment 

process
• Carefully plan for a multiple-year process and 

a system for support

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter:  Review how the Department of Elementary and Secondary Education, Department of Early Education and Care, Department of Higher Education, as well as other stakeholders, will support the adoption of the Massachusetts Framework for English Language Arts and Literacy.  These activities might include outreach to families, professional development focusing on the standards from the District and School Assistance Centers and the Readiness Centers, introduction of the new standards in educator preparation programs, incorporation of the new standards in Head Start and preschool programs, after school and summer school programs, library programs, other community-based programs.
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Next Steps…

• ESE is developing mini-units on specific aspects of the 
new standards:
– Text Complexity
– Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and 

Technical Subjects for grades 6-12
– Pre-K Standards and the Guidelines for Preschool 

Learning Experiences
– Pre-K-5 Curriculum: Informational Text
– The Standards-Based Classroom
– Using the Crosswalks to Align Curriculum
– Writing for a Purpose: Argument, Explanation, and 

Narrative

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The department will be offering the  following mini units of study to engage preschools, districts, and higher education in discussion and learning around the new Massachusetts Framework for English Language and Literacy.  
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Guiding Questions

How will knowledge of the new
Framework support educators as they 
prepare students for college and careers?

What does it mean to be literate in the 
21st century?

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Revisit the  guiding questions and elicit some answers from participants.
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More Information

The 2011 Frameworks, crosswalks, and this 
presentation are available at 

http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/commoncore

New mini-units will be added 
in spring and summer

Please check this site regularly for additional 
resources and updates on professional 

development

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Presenter:  Have participants note the places that provide additional information and resources.  If there is Internet access, click on the link and show the participants the resources that are available (e.g., Appendices A, B, C, crosswalks, presentation materials).

http://www.doe.mass.edu/candi/commoncore�
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