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The EQUATOR Network

Enhancing the QUAlity and 
Transparency of health 

Research



What?

• EQUATOR Network is an international 
initiative set up to improve reliability and 
value of medical research literature

• EQUATOR promotes

transparent 

accurate

complete

and 

timely reporting of health research studies



Non-reporting: Tamiflu

Conclusion: based on published (Roche-sponsored) 
research in 2003

Oseltamivir treatment of influenza illness reduces 
LRTCs, antibiotic use, and hospitalization in both 
healthy and “at-risk” adults



Non-reporting: Tamiflu

Conclusion: based on a review of unpublished data 
obtained after decade-long efforts of (Cochrane) 
researchers 2014

Oseltamivir shortens symptoms of influenza by half a 
day, but there is no good evidence to support claims 
that it reduces admissions to hospital or 
complications of influenza.



Spin and conflict of interest: MMR
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Why?

• Serious deficiencies in health research 
literature (but not only health research)

• Reporting guidelines are available but 
awareness and adherence is low

• Need for a common international platform 
to educate and empower all those involved 
in research reporting

• Moral imperative to help decrease the 
avoidable waste in research



Who says?

John Ioannidis
(pronounced yo-NEE-dees)



Our favourite Gamechanger

John Ioannidis

It is difficult for me to think of 
any other single initiative on 
Research Methodology that 
has had a similar broad impact 
on research as EQUATOR.

...an indispensable resource 
for authors of research papers, 
editors and peer reviewers for 
guidance on health research 
reporting and general issues 
relating to the responsible 
conduct and reporting of 
health research. 



How?

• Provides resources to promote good 
reporting and the implementation of 
reporting guidelines

• Continues to build strong international 
networks, collaborations, and partnerships 
to raise awareness of the importance of 
responsible reporting

• Developing an Education and Training 
programme 
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EQUATOR Website



Partnerships and collaborations
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Education programme
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Who?

Steering Group

Doug Altman Centre for Statistics in Medicine, Oxford, UK 

Ana Marusic University of Split, Croatia 

David Moher Ottawa Health Research Institute, Canada 

Philippe Ravaud Centre of Epidemiology, Hotel-Dieu, France

Iveta Simera Centre for Statistics in Medicine, Oxford, UK 

EQUATOR staff Iveta Simera (Programme Manager)

Oxford, UK Shona Kirtley (Information Specialist)

Caroline Struthers (Education Manager)

Angela MacCarthy (Research Fellow)



Engagement opportunities
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1: Contribute to CONSORT



1: Contribute to CONSORT



We can make it easier than this



2: Review new educational resources



3 to103: Please promote us!

• Ask your department to endorse EQUATOR 
– send a letter of support

• Follow us on Twitter and LinkedIn – join 
our discussions

• Give a presentation about EQUATOR at 
your workplace – blog about it

• Tell your librarian about the EQUATOR 
Librarian network

• Help us with social media – eg. we (really) 
need a Facebook page…

• Spread the word! Alert colleagues and 
collaborators to EQUATOR resources



And in return EQUATOR will…
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• Post your EQUATOR-related stories, blogs 
and case-studies on our website

• Raise your profile as an EQUATOR 
ambassador

• Involve you in future EQUATOR projects 

• Be receptive to any ideas to improve 
research reporting

• Provide networking opportunities and 
contacts

• Be really nice to you!



What else can you do? 

Follow the EQUATOR code!

• Check reporting requirements when 
planning your research

• When writing up, check the EQUATOR 
website for any new guidelines

• If you can’t report all items, explain why. 

• Provide enough information for your study 
to be reproducible by others



Talk to us now!

iveta.simera@csm.ox.ac.uk

caroline.struthers@csm.ox.ac.uk

@EQUATORNetwork
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