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Blood samples are usually sent to the labor- 
atory in glass ampoules. On arrival at the 

laboratory, after being recorded and numbered, 
the serum mixed with the blood cells is trans- 
ferred from each ampoule to testing tubes usually 
by pipetting off with Wright's pipettes. When a 

(1) A simple method of transferring blood from blood 
capsules arriving at the laboratory for serological 
tests. 

(2) Clear serum after centrifugalization of the blood 
serum mixture. 

large number of samples have to be handled, 
this process is tiresome and takes a lot of time. 
A large number of pipettes have to be used- 
Washing is usually a messy process, and very 

clot. 
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fr0^n *t ^ difficult 
to avoid carrying some 

serum 

int 
1 ?ne sample along with 

the washing 
water 

ttiupk ? 

nex^ sample. Washing also involves 

aVo:, ^n.le 
and labour. If washing has 

to be 

f0r 
lc,e<^> individual pipettes will 

have to be 
used 

bio 
?ach sample. When about three hundred 

W 11 samples 
a dav have to 

be dealt with, 
not 

thnv, nr\n 
? -n i 

1 1 

than 600 pipettes will be 
needed every day. 

i very simple 
device avoids all 

this difficulty 

ensures sterility as far as the process 
oi 

+;,^aration is concerned and saves 
considerable 

nun is concerned ana 
saves coiisiuw^- 

}lme and labour. In using the device, very 
mucn 

ess skill and training is required than 
in tne 

of Wright's pipettes. 
. 

. bmall L-shaped glass rods (the 
broken pieces 

r?ni Wright's pipettes sealed 
at both ends may 

?e used for the purpose), of diameter 
about 

,5 mm. and about 4 cm. 
for each arm, 

are 

lSed to transfer the serum cell 
mixture. 

sterilized in packets ready 
for use. tne 

Packets are opened and one by 
one the rods 

at 

P^ked up with forceps previously sterilized 

nn the flame and one end 
is introduced into 

tne 

Pen end of the capsule containing 
the bloo 

? ample. The illustration explains 
the process oi 

ansfer of the blood serum. The capsule shou ^ 
e opened by breaking the stem 

as low as poss1 

^enable the blood to flow 
freely by capillary 

f llon along the side of the 
L rod. When the 

erUin cep mixture has been 
centrifuged, 1 

^ansfer of the clear serum 
can be effected 

m 

he same way. A little care, however, 
i 

pessary to see that the tube 
containing tne 

fei's and serum is tilted back when 
all ti 

referable amount of clear 
serum has 

been 

^ ansferred, to prevent 
the cells falling 

into t 

feceiving the serum. 
, 

e 
tnis method has been successfully 

used m tn 

'^logical section of the King 
Institute, for 

the 

ih years. __ 
f 

^.'is article is not intended 
for the genuine 

'Pfceialists in malaria, for they 
will have already 

eali&ed the importance of most things saK 


