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HALF-YEARLY REPORT ON MATERIA MEDICA & THERAPEUTICS. 

By Edwaud Ballakd, M.D., 
Lecturer on the Principles and Practice of Medicine at the School of Medicine adjoining 

St. George's Hospital. 

I. On Cantharidin, and its relation to Spanish Flies. By Dr. Sciiroff. (Zeitscli. 
der k. k. Gesellscli. du Aerzte zu Wien. July and Aug. 1855.) 

Comparative experiments were made upon rabbits with the cantharidin aud 

Spanish flies, and one comparative experiment by M. C. Heinrich, who took at 
one time 10 drops of a strong tincture of cantharides, prepared by himself from 
fresh undried flies; and at another time, O'Ol gramme of cantharidin. It is clear 
from these observations that the cantharidin is the irritating principle of the flies, 
as it not only produced gastro-enteritis, but, after absorption, also proved irritant 
to the urinary organs. One interesting result obtained by Heinrich is, that the 
cantharidin, although producing inflammation along the whole digestive tube, 
and in the urinary organs, failed to produce any excitement whatever of the sexual 
system, while the latter was a marked effect of the tincture of cantharides. The 

facts in our possession point to the volatile principle in the living flics, which 

gives them their disagreeable odour, as that which most rapidly occasions sexual 
excitement, 

II. On Lactate of Zinc in Epilepsy. By M. Herpin. 
(Bull. Gen. de Tlierap. Nov. 1855.) 

M. Herpin points out the fallacy of deductions from eases treated en masse by any 
remedy, without classifying the cases, and taking the prognosis into consideration. 
He divides cases of epilepsy into three groups. 1. Where the prognosis favour- 
able. This embraces cases in which there have been less than 100 attacks. 2. 
Little favourable cases, where there have been from 100 to 500 attacks. 3. Un- 

favourable cases, where there have been above 500 attacks. The duration of the 

affection, together with the age and sex of the subject, also influence the prognosis. 
All things being equal in respect to the number of fits, the most recent cases arc 
the most favourable. Under five months' duration, the chances of recovery are 

twice as great as from five months to a year. After ten years, success is rare. Of 

all ages, old age is the most favourable; then youth and infancy; and least of all, 
adult age. In M. Herpin's hands there have been twice as many failures with 

males than with females. Adult men are most unfavourable subjects. To apply 
this sort of division to the cases treated by lactate of zinc:?of 41 epileptics, the 
treatment was only sufficiently advanced in 35 for any decision as to its effect 

being arrived at. Of these 35, 15 were favourable cases, 12 little favourable, and 
8 unfavourable. Of the 8 unfavourablcs, 2 have improved to an extent which 
militates strongly in favour of the remedy. Of the 12 little favourable cases, in 
2 children, aged respectively eight years and twenty-one months, the fits were 

suppressed; and a remarkable amelioration took place in one man. Of the 15 
favourable cases, 4, in which various other remedies had failed, were uninfluenced 
by the lactate ; one of these had suffered 90 attacks in fifteen years and a half; a 

second, aged forty-four years, had symptoms of commencing general paralysis ; a 

third, aged four or five years, had a hydrocephalic head; and a fourth, which had 
lasted three years and a half, was otherwise favourable. In 6 of the remaining 11, 
the attacks were suppressed; and of the 5 others, 3 have had the intervals so 

much prolonged, as to afford hope of complete cure on continuance of the remedy; 
the remaining two were amended. The remedy was given for a period of from five 
or six to twelve months. 
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III. On Iocluretted Chloride of Mercury, and its Use in Acne Rosacea, 
(Bull. Gen. de Tlierap., Oct. 1855.) 

This compound is formed either with one equivalent of iodine and two equiva- 
lents of calomel, or with single equivalents of the ingredients. For the preparation 
of the former compound, two equivalents of calomel are roughly powdered and 
introduced into a matrass, and gently heated and shaken till it begins to sublime; 
the iodine is then added in small portions, and the combination takes place noisily, 
without any sensible loss of iodine. To obtain the second compound, only one 
equivalent of calomel is used; the method of preparation being otherwise the same. 
The following formulae arc in use by M. llochard:?Pomade. Take of ioduretted 
chloride of mercury, 0'75 grammes; fresh axunge, GO grammes: mix carefully. 
Pills. Take of ioduretted chloride of mercury, 025 grammes; gum arabic, 
1 gramme; bread crumb, 9 grammes; orange-Howcr water, sufficient for twenty- 
five pills, of which one to three are to be taken daily. These medicines arc made 
with the first compound; the second is formed into sticks, to act as a caustic. 
In the treatment of acne rosacea, the pomade is used by M. llochard once a day, 
by way of friction on the diseased surface. This is repeated for two or three con- 
secutive days, leaving the parts uncovered in the interval. The skin becomes 
excited under its influence, the circulation accelerated, and the heat augmented; 
an abundant discharge of simple serosity or puriform matter cscapes, and, by 
exposure, becomes converted into crusts, which cover the points affected by the 
disease. These crusts after awhile fall, leaving the surface less red and less indu- 
rated. A new application produces a new discharge and new crusts, which, after 
their fall, leave a surface even more deeply altered than the first time. After 
several repetitions of this process, the skin resumes quite its natural aspect and 
normal texture. The amendment is announced by a diminished energy of the 
reaction; and the time at length arrives when no further discharge is produced, 
and this is the period of cure. When this topical treatment fails, the medicine 
may be cautiously given internally. 

IY. On the Administration of Quinine in Intermittent Fevers, 8fc. By M. Bhiquet. 
(Bull. Gen. de Tlierap., Oct. 1855.) 

M. Briquet discusscs the two modes of administering quinine?viz., in small 
doses, where the object is to obtain the greatest febrifuge elfect possible from the 
smallest dose; and next, in large doses. 

1. Administration in Small Doses.?He gives thus an acid solution of 25 or 30 

centigrammes, with 1 centigramme of acetate of morphia, in 120 grammes of eau 
sucree in five doses in five consecutive hours; and he has established the following 
points. 1st. That when the last dose has been administered at the moment of the 
invasion of the paroxysm, the latter has been very rarely modified. 2nd. That when 
an interval of from six to eight hours has elapsed between the last dose and the 
future paroxysm, this was arrested or favourably modified in half the cases, and that 
almost always the succeeding fit was prevented. 3rd. That when an interval of 
twelve hours had elapsed, the paroxysm was arrested in three-fourths of the cases, 
and the succecding paroxysm constantly. 4th. That when an interval of fifteen 
hours was left, the future paroxysm never failed to be stopped, and the fever cut 
short completely. M. Briquet concludes from these that the sulphate should be 
commenced twenty hours before the lit, so that the specified quantity may be taken 
in the course of five hours, and that an interval of fifteen hours may be lcit between 
the last dose and the invasion of the paroxysm. This method, lie says, is appli- 
cable to all simple cases, for we can always get eighteen to twenty hours between 
two paroxysms of quotidian fever, the paroxysms of which last, at the most, from 
four to five hours. In other types, tertian and quartan, there is no lack of time 
for using the quinine. 
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2. Administration in Large Loses.?In the fevers which are not simple?e. g., the 
double tertians, very severe quotidians, pernicious intermittents, and severe remit- 
tents, the time for acting with small doses is not obtainable, and recourse must be 
had to large doses. As it is known that, given in large doses, the quinine in solu- 
tion begins to be absorbed almost instantly, and that it operates with all its 

intensity upon the nervous system in from half-an-hour to an hour after ingestion, 
it only remains to calculate the doses, so that the maximum of hypersthenization 
may be produced the greatest possible number of hours before the arrival of the 
paroxysm. In this way, with an interval of six hours between two paroxysms, 
there will be sufficient time?three hours to give the sulphate in, and three hours 
for it to act. Thus what is wanting in time is made up by quantity, which latter 
we can always control. He gives the following rules for avoiding the dangers 
and accidents which attend the use of large doses:?1st. To employ only a soluble 
preparation of quinine, and to give it in the form of solution. 2nd. To give it in 
divided doses, leaving an interval of an hour between each dose, and continuing it 
only during ten or twelve hours of the day, leaving the patient at rest during the 
remainder of the twenty-four hours. The quantities should consist of from 15 to 
20 centigrammes an hour. 3rd. It is necessary gradually to increase the dose of 
each day in proportion to the resistance that the disease opposes. This increase 

may be from 40 to 50 centigrammes a-day; of course having regard to the tole- 
rance of the patient. 4th. The sulphate of the alkaloids, and by preference the 
bisulphates, are the preparations to be employed. 5th. The treatment by large 
doses ought not to be employed with nervous impressible subjects, disposed to 
cerebral congestions, except with much attention, and very circumspcctly. M. 

Briquet considers that the salts of morphia, united with the quinine, lessen the 
primitive excitant effect of this alkaloid, and notably increase its hypersthenic 
action: hence 10'2 centigrammes of acetate of morphia are advantageously added to 
30 or 40 centigrammes of quinine. He says that bloodletting renders the nervous 
system more susceptible to the influence of quinine, and allows the quantity to be 
lessened without diminishing its febrifuge effect. In pernicious fevers, and acute 
articular rheumatism, where congestive phenomena exist, he considers bleeding a 
valuable adjuvant. He thinks that the value of emetics, as preparatory to the use 
of quinine, lies iii their promoting the absorption of the latter. 

V. On Tar-Frictions?Absorption of the Tar. By Dr. Petters. (Viertcljahrsch. 
fur die Praktische Heilkunde, Band iii. 1855.) 

Dr. Petters, in the instance of two individuals who were employing tar-ointment 
for the cure of psoriasis, has determined the fact of the absorption oi the tar by the 
skin, and its excretion by the urine. He has specially determined the presence of 
carbolic acid, C12 H6 02, in the urine of these patients, not free, but combined with 
soda; and considers that almost all the principles of the tar may pass, under such 
circumstances, through the organism, either in an unaltered or altered form. 

VI. On Coniin. By Dr. Schroff. (Wochenblatt der Zeitschr. der k. k. 
Gesellsch. der Aerzte zu Wien, No. 2 and seq. 1856.) 

Twenty-seven experiments were made with coniin upon the human subject, 
three medical gentlemen having each submitted to nine. The doses given varied 
from 0-003 grammes to 0 085 grammes. The last and strongest dose which was 
taken corresponded to two drops of newly-prepared coniin taken out of a bottle 
opened for the first time. Dr. Schroff has found, by observations on rabbits, that 
exposure to the air weakens the operation of the alkaloid. This dose was dissolved 
in thirty drops of alcohol. The following account of the symptoms produced 
embraces those which resulted from the operation of smaller quantities. A very 
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sliarp taste, strong burning in the mouth, sense of scraping in the throat, salivation; 
the epithelium of the tongue was removed in spots ; the papillae were strongly pro- 
minent, and the organ lost sensibility, and was as if paralysed. In about three 

minutes, the head and face became very warm, accompanied by a sense of fulness, 
weight, and pressure in the head (symptoms which were not produced by the 
smaller doses). These head symptoms readied a high degree of intensity; became 
associated with giddiness, inability to think or to fix the attention on one subject, 
with sleepiness, great general discomfort, and malaise (Katzenjammer), which, in a 
less degree, lasted till next day. The vision was indistinct, objects floating 
together, and the pupil was dilated; the hearing was obtuse, as if the ears were 

stopped with cotton; the sense of touch was indistinct, and there was a feeling of 
formication, and as if the skin were covered with fur; general weakness and pros- 
tration, so that the head was with difficulty kept erect; the upper extremities could 
only be moved with the exertion of much effort; and, on account of the weakness 
of the lower extremities, the walk was very uncertain and tottering. Even the 
next day the weakness of the extremities continued, slight trembling being induced 
by much movement. While going home, the muscular debility was especially 
great, the walk consisting rather of a throwing forward of the body, so as to bring 
the muscular action into as little use as possible. On stepping, and, when at home, 
on pulling off the boots, cramps in the calves of the legs occurred, as well as in 
other groups of muscles when they were called into action?as, for instance, in the 
balls of the thumbs when the thumbs were closely bent. This symptom was 
constantly observed in two of the experimenters when the dose was at least one 
drop. Under strong effort to move, pain in the muscles and legs occurred. Eresh 
air diminished the giddiness and fulness in the head, but in one of the experi- 
menters, occasioned temporary pain in the course of the supra orbitalis and cutaneus 
mala; nerves. Eructations, abdominal rumbling and distension, nausea, even 

efforts at vomiting, occurred in all the subjects, even after small doses; in one case, 
actual vomiting took place. Sometimes there was a tendency to diarrhoea. No 
effect was produced upon the urine. In all the cases there was dampness of the 
ends of the fingers; and after large doses, the hands were absolutely moist. The 
countenance was sunken and pale; the hands were cold and blue. After the larger 
doses, the pulse commonly increased in frequency to the extent of a few beats, but 
subsequently it always lessened; yet this diminution did not bear that relation to 
the extent of the dose as where aconite was given. Respiration was often yawn- 
ing, but otherwise no constant anomaly presented itself. The sleep was good, and 
mostly very sound. 

VII. On the Use of a new Solution of Iodine in various Skin Diseases. By Dr. 
Max Eiciiteh. (Woclienblatt der Zcitschrift dcr k. k. Gesellsch. der Aerzte 
zu Wien, 1855. No 51.) 

The solution is made thus :?Half an ounce of iodine is to be dissolved in an 
ounce of glycerine, and subsequently half an ounce of iodine is to be added, which 
completely dissolves in a few hours. In the experiments made with this solution, 
it was applied to the surface by means of a hair pencil; the part was then covered 
with gutta perch a paper, fixed at the edges with strips of plaster, so as to prevent 
the volatilization of the iodine. This was removed after twenty-four hours; and 
for a similar time, cold pledgets were applied. Burning pain, more or less intense, 
but rarely of more than two hours' duration, was produced. The repetition of the. 

painting depends on the appearance of the part and the amount of disease. The 
conclusions of the author are?]. That the iodine thus applied acts as a caustic; 
2. That while it possesses considerable curative powers in respect of scrofulous and 

syphilitic affections, it is especially useful in lupus ; 3. That the solution dissipates 
even deeply-seated tubercles of lupus, and may be applied for this purpose to the 
most tender surface without fear of eroding it; 4. That when the solution was 
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applied only to a part of a diseased surface, the remainder was, nevertheless, 
influenced; 5. That it is particularly serviceable to large and superficial sores; 
G. That after a series of paintings, and when the sore was almost healed, the local 
pains greatly increased in intensity. 

Albuminuria.?M. Mauthner,* in the albuminuria and dropsy after scarlatina in 
children, recommends the exclusive use of a milk or rice-milk diet. Under its 

influence, he says, an abundant urinary flux becomes established, which causes the 
disappearance of the dropsy; but should it not suffice for the cure, he would seek 
to modify the urinary secretion by the use of alkalies. He recommends urea to be 

given in such cases, in doses of one-third of a grain, mixed with sugar. When a dose 
of 0 or 8 grains is arrived at, he says, it occasions an abundant secretion of urine, and 
rapid disappearance of the dropsy. 

Chilblains.?Professor Bcrtholdf employs decoction of nut-galls as a bath, or 
applied by means of pledgets. The itching and burning disappear in two or three 
days, but in old cases the remedy must be continued longer. Oak bark (1 lb. to 
2 lbs. of water) may be employed as a poultice. These remedies are not applicable 
to broken chilblains. 

Convulsions?Chloroform Inhalations.?M. MarotteJ relates the case of an infant, 
eleven months old, suffering from convulsions, with spasm of the glottis, during 
dentition. Chloroform was very cautiously administered, with immediate relief; 
and in half an hour sleep was procured, and kept up by occasional respiration of 
the vapour for two hours, and then natural sleep ensued. Several relapses 
occurred?decreasing however in severity?each of which was treated in a similar 
manner; and altogether, 45 grammes of chloroform were expended. 

Congenital Hernia.?M. Jobert? relates four cases treated successfully by iodine 
injections. The plan was proposed by Yelpeau, eighteen or twenty years ago. 
M. Jobert does not cut into the sac, after Velpeau's method, but merely punctures 
it, varying the operation a little, according as the sac is full or not of liquid. 

Cephalalgia?Uydrochlorate of Morphia in Coffee.?M. Boileau|| relates an obsti- 
nate case of cephalalgia, which he treated by hydrochloratc of morphia dissolved 
in strong infusion of coffee. The attacks occurred especially on any exposure of 
the head to cold air, and had resisted the operation of each of these remedies 

separately. It ceased almost immediately after taking them in combination, and 
by repeating the dose on each recurrence of the pain, the attacks became less 

frequent, and at length disappeared, M. Boilcau says that he has found it suc- 

cessful in many other instances. 

Chloroform.?Mr. Syme, in a clinical lecture,directs attention to the impor- 
tance of' watching the respiration during the administration of chloroform vapour ; 
regarding the indications afforded by the breathing as of^ greater value than those 
furnished by the pulse. On respiration becoming difficult, he directs that the 
mouth should be opened, and the tip of the tongue being seized with artery forceps, 
that it should be well drawn forwards. 

Dr. Snow** has no hesitation in administering it, even in persons with fatty dege- 
neration of the heart, believing that it is more likely to save life in such cases 
under operation than to destroy it, by preventing not only the straining and hold- 
ill"- the breath, which would induce an over-distended state of the right cavities 
oAlie heart, but also the direct sedative operation of pain. He has given it to a 
number of persons with all the symptoms of fatty heart. His experience also 

* Arch. Gen., April, 1855. t Tharm. Journ., Oct. 1855. 
t Bull. Gen. de Th^rap., April, 1855. ? Rev. Med.-Chir., April, 1855. 
U Itev. Med.-Chir., Feb. 1855. 1 Lancet, Jan. 1855. ** Ibid., Oct. 20, 1855. 
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leads him to overlook the presence of chronic disease of the respiratory organs. 
He lias given it without any ill effects in many cases where more or less paralysis 
remained from previous apoplexy, where patients have been reduced by various 
causes to a state of extreme debility, and in excessive exhaustion, in strangulated 
hernia, or compound fractures. He has also administered it to infants from ten 

days to three weeks old, and to one patient nearly ninety. 

Chorea?Inhalation of Chloroform.?According to Dr. Gery,* chloroform inhala- 
tions have been used with advantage at the Hop, des Enfans in severe cases 
where the violence of the movements have been beyond the control of opium or 
belladonna. It has been found at once to calm the movements and produce sleep, 
and in this way time has been gained for the employment of other remedies. On 
the first application of the vapour, the intensity of the movements is often greatly 
increased, but a calm succeeds as the inhalation is continued. Sound sleep thus 
induced lasts in children for ten or fifteen minutes, or even half an hour, and no 
ill effects have been observed to follow. The usual precautions, however, which 
arc taken in the instance of adults, are necessary to be observed, such as ensuring 
that the stomach be empty, removing all obstacles to the respiratory movements, 
and watching the respiration and pulse, &c. The usual quantity administered has 
been ten to twenty grammes. 

Dr. Bouchardf relates a case of a girl in which severe chorea had lasted twenty, 
one days. She was subjected to the influence of chloroform twenty-seven times 
in fourteen days, at first twice, then three times, and lastly once a day, at the end 
of which time she was cured. 

Chorea.?The gymnastic treatment of chorca has already been discussed in this 
journal, and we now subjoin the conclusions drawn from an extended experience 
of its use in the Hopital des Enfans by M. Blache.J 1st. No other method of 
treatment applied to chorca has produced so large a number of cures as the gym- 
nastic treatment, either alone or associated with sulphurous baths. 2nd. It may 
be employed in almost all cases, without being arrested by the various contra-indi- 
cations which present themselves at each step in the use of the other remedies for 
the disease. 3rd. The cure is obtained in a mean number of days about equal to 
that which the sulphurous baths require, but it seems to be more lasting, and the 
diminution of the affection is exhibited from the first. 4th. At the same time 
that the disorder of the movements disappears, the general health of the children 
sensibly improves, and the patients depart not only cured of the chorea, but also 
of the anaemia which most frequently accompanies it. 5th. The gymnastic exer- 
ciscs, which might be regarded as perilous, especially in the instanco of the chil- 
dren who are submitted to them, present no danger at all, and may be put in 

practice without inconvenience in all seasons, an advantage which the baths do 
not possess. 6th. It is important to divide the exercises into two categories?a, 
the passive exorcises, which can alone be employed in that period of the affection 
where the will has no inllucnce over the muscular powers; and b, the active exer- 
cises, which the children execute themselves, either with or without the aid of 
apparatus. 

Diabetes.?M. Durand Fardel has observed that the use of the Vichy waters for 
twenty or thirty days is palliative in the greater number of cases, the sugar dis- 

appearing almost or entirely from the urine, the secretion becoming less abundant, 
the dryness of the tongue and skin lessening, and the general strength, digestion, 
and nutrition, becoming improved. The symptoms return, however, at a period 
more or less distant from the cessation of the treatment. The palliation, however, 
lasts longer than that obtained by mere dietctic restrictions, which moreover may 
be somewhat relaxed during the use of the waters, 

* Bull. Gen. do Tlidrap.. March, 1S53. t Ibid., July, 1S55. 
t liev. Mdd.-Cliir,, Aug. 1355. 

35-xviii. 1<5 
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Ergot of Wheat.?Dr. Jobert* makes the following statements respecting this 
substance:?1. The medical and obstetrical property of this ergot is as incontes- 
table as of ergot of rye, and its effects are as prompt, as direct, and as great. 
2. Its haemostatic action appears certain. Dr. Jobert has administered it several 
times against abundant discharges of blood, and immediately after labour it has 
almost constantly and fully succeeded. 3. In the dose of one or two grammes, 
according to urgency, in cases of uterine haemorrhage, during any period of preg- 
nancy, it has frequently succeeded in lessening, if not in completely arresting, the 
haemorrhage; and this without appearing to produce any stimulant action on the 
uterus. 

Epilepsy?Cotyledon Umbilicus.?Dr. Sieveking-j- narrates several cases in which 
this medicine was administered. No satisfactory conclusion can be drawn from 
them in respect to its efficacy. 

Facial Neuralgia.?M. Lccomtei" has employed chamomile, both in powder and 
concentrated infusion, in facial neuralgia, both periodic and non-periodic, with 
good results, even after other means of relief had failed; and believes it may in 
certain cases advantageously supplant the Peruvian bark. The dose, however, 
must not be less than four grammes; or, if given in infusion, the latter must be 
strong. 

Ferrocyanide of Potassium and Urea.?Dr. Y. Baud? proposes this compound as 
a substitute for quinine in the treatment of some periodical diseases. He con- 
siders it applicable to those fevers, neuralgia, spasmodic diseases, and neuroses in 
which the intermittence is idiopathic, and not the result of marsh malaria. Its 
bitterness requires that it should be given in pills. M. Baud has usually given ten 
to fifteen pills of 15 centigrammes in the course of the day. 

Gangrene of the Lung?Terebinthinate Inhalations.-?Dr. Helm || narrates a case 

thus treated with success. The turpentine was poured upon hot water in Mudge's 
apparatus, and the vapour inhaled three times a day. The quantity of the expec- 
toration began to diminish during the second week of the treatment. In the third 
week, the fcetidity lessened, and it lost its purulent aspect; and by the end of the 
fourth week the symptoms of the affection had almost disappeared. In the course 
of the next ten days all cough and expectoration ceased, and nothing morbid was 
any longer discoverable on examination of the chest. 

Hemorrhoidal Tumours?Actual Cautery.?M. Artliaud^J directs attention to the 
advantages of the actual cautery to the treatment by ligature or excision, and 
relates some cases thus treated by M. Nelaton. He points out the precautions 
necessary to the operation. It is often followed by more or less severe vesical 

tenesmus, and sometimes by retention of urine. A tepid bath may not only 
relieve these symptoms, but calm the pain which succeeds the cautery. A light 
diet is recommended for the first five or six days, with a view to defer any action 
of the bowels. Towards the sixth day, however, in cachectic and debilitated sub- 
jects, an improved diet is indispensable, and tonics and steel must be prescribed. 
M. Nelaton has never observed any contraction of the rectum to result from this 

operation. 

Haemoptysis.?M. Aran** passes under review the several remedies which have 
been proposed to arrest this haemorrhage. Venesection lie considers not only to 
be useless,_ and its employment based upon no solid foundation, but dangerous, 
especially in phthisical subjects. He distributes the other remedies under three 

? Gaz. des Hopitaux, March, 1855. t Med. Times and Gaz., Dec. 2, 1854. 
} Rev. Med.-Cliir., Jan. 1855. ? L'Union Medicale, May, 1855. 
|| Woclienblatt der Zeitsch. der k. k. Gesellsch. der Aerzte zu Wien, Aug. 1855. 
f Eev. Mtjd.-Cliir., Feb. 1855. ** Bull. Gen. de Therap., p. 193, 1855. 
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heads?haemostatics proper, astringents, nauseants and emetics, and sedativ.es to 
the circulating system. Among the medicines of the first class, he recommends 
the use of oil of turpentine in debilitated and cachectic subjects, where the htemor- 
rhage is characterized by passiveness and atony. He regards common salt also, in 
large doses, as possessing incontestable efficacy. Among the astringents, he con- 
siders the acetate of lead to be adapted chiefly to the chronic and prolonged 
hoemoptyses, and also places great confidence in gallic acid. Admitting the effi- 

cacy of nauseants and emetics, ipecacuan, tartar emetic, and especially of veratrine, 
hi the arrest of the haemorrhage, he points out that precedence will always be 
accorded to less disagreeable remedies. The principal medicine to which he 
draws attention in the last class, is a combination of nitre and digitalis. In ordi- 

nary cases he gives, in four doses during the twenty-four hours, 30 centigrammes 
of digitalis and 1 gramme 50 centigrammes of nitre: when the haemorrhage is 
more severe, he has carried the quantity of nitre to 2 grammes 50 centigrammes, 
and that of digitalis to 50 or 75 centigrammes, and in some very rare instances to 
1 gramme 50 centigrammes; while the quantity of nitre has been raised to 4 
grammes. In the extremely abundant hsemoptyses, depressing medicines must 
give place to turpentine and gallic acid, and even these must not be relied upon 
alone. He recommends the application of ligatures to the limbs and ice to the 
chest as means of arresting the bleeding temporarily, and of affording time for 
the internal medicines to complete the cure. 

Hydatid Cj/st of the Liver?Injection of Alcohol.?M. Richard* relates the case 
of a lady, aged forty, in which the cyst was thus treated. It was situated in the 
left lobe of the liver. It was evacuated by a fine trocar, and then 8 grammes of 
alcohol, of the strength of 30? (Beaume's aerometer), were injected and left in the 
cyst, the canula being quickly withdrawn. There was some acute pain for about 
five minutes. In two days' time there were some signs of reappearance of the 
tumour, followed by vomitings, loss of appetite, fever, and jaundice, which disap- 
peared under appropriate treatment; the tumour lessened, and in three months' 
time had completely vanished. 

Inhalation of the Vapour of Sal Ammoniac.?Dr. Gicseler,f after inhaling the 
vapour to satisfy himself of its little irritating quality, administered it in several 
cases of chronic catarrh. The salt may be volatilized in a small Hessian crucible, 
heated by a spirit-lamp. The patient sitting before it, inhales the fumes, and the 
air of the apartment becomes also impregnated. l3r. Gicseler has found these 
inhalations, employed two or three times a day, cure obstinate catarrhs in a few 
days, and lias on no occasion fov'ind them useless. He recommends the vapour 
also in syndesmitis and strumous ophthalmia. 

Iodide of Iron Tills.?M. PerrensJ proposes the preparation of pills of the 
iodide according to the following formula:?Take of iodide, 1 gramme; powder of 
iron (not oxidized), 1 gramme; honey, 1 gramme; liquorice powder, 2 grammes, 
llub together rapidly in an iron mortar the iodine and the powder of iron until 
they are completely mixed, then add the honey, and beat it till the mass becomes 
black and ceases to exhale an odour of iodine, then incorporate the liquorice 
powder witli it, and divide rapidly into twenty-five pills. Silver them, and pre- 
serve in a stoppered bottle, as they are slightly deliquescent. The presence of 
an excess of iron preserves the iodide for an indefinite period from the oxidating 
influence of the air. 

Itch.?MM. Dusard and Pillon? have employed with success the external appli- 
cation of a solution of 12 grammes of chloride of sulphur in 100 grammes of sul- 
phuret of carbou. They pass lightly over the surface of the body a piece of lint 

* Bull. Gen. dc Tliernp., May, 1855. t Ilenle und Pfeufer's Zcitscli., Band v. IIeft^3. 
t Bull. Gun. dc Tlierap., March, 1855. ? L'Union Medicale, p. 43!), Sept. 15, 
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'soaked in the solution, an operation which does not occupy five minutes. The 

?itching is said to cease at once, and the only subsequent treatment used after 
thirty-six hours is a simple bath, which is repeated every second day for a week. 
Complications are subsequently treated. 

Juice of Meat.?Dr. Christison* writes in favour of the juice of meat prepared 
by Mr. Gillon of Leitli. He finds it contains only six and a half per cent, of solids 
??beef tea containing in a pint scarcely a quarter of an ounce of solid matter. 
Gillon's meat-juice contains no fibrin, albumen, or gelatine, only osmazome and 
the salts and sapid principles of the meat. The value of beef tea in the treatment 
of protracted disease is familiar to all. Dr. Christison, considering how little 
really nutrient matter it contains, is disposed to think that it acts much as coffee 

appears to do, in hindering metamorphosis of tissue. 

Lead Colic?Chloroform.?M. Aran,f after using chloroform in lead colic, both 
externally and internally, for four years, now repeats an opinion formerly expressed 
of its superiority over all other methods of treatment. At the same time he 
modifies some of his former statements. He regards the internal use of the 
medicine as the basis of the treatment, whilst he considers the application of it 

externally as only indispensable during the first days, and in the most severe cases. 
His observations have also taught him that it is impossible to lay down precisely 
the maximum dose, which must depend on the intensity of the pain, &c. It may 
be necessary to give as much as 100 or 300 drops (four to twelve grammes) in 
twenty-four hours, while GO drops may suffice in slight cases. As the effects of 
chloroform rapidly pass away, the patient must be kept continually under its in- 
fluence for a certain number of days by repeated small doses, given by the mouth 
or by enema. He applies the chloroform topically by dropping it on a fine and 

dry compress, to an amount varying with the degree of pain (e.g., two to four 
grammes), and after placing this upon the abdomen, it is covered with some dry 
compresses. It produces its effect in from one to five minutes. He gives the 
chloroform internally suspended in water by tragacanth. The lavement contains 
from 30 to 50 drops, similarly suspended. The topical application is rarely of 

any use beyond the second day. Reducing the dose, he continues the medicine in 
lavement, as a precaution, when the case has been severe, up to the eighth or 
twelfth day. He founds his recommendation on the results ot 21 cases. 

Mercurial Stomatitis?Chlorate of Potash.?M. DemarquayJ relates 6 cases in 
which chlorate of potash succeeded rapidly in curing the stomatitis arising from 
the action of mercury. In one case, where the mercury had been used for a 

syphilitic affection, two grammes of this salt given for four days removed the 
stomatitis, and on resuming the mercurial treatment, and conjoining it with 
chlorate of potash, salivation did not reappear. The harmlessness of the salt is 
well known. M..Gustin took eight grammes, but did not find the urine increased; 
a sense of constriction in the mouth and some roughness of the gums were pro- 
duced, and although the saliva was not sensibly diminished, yet it appeared to him 
more liquid than usual. He has established the fact, that the chlorate is in great 
part discharged unaltered by the urine. When the salivation has recently com- 
menced, two-gramme doses suffice to check it; but when it is intense and fully 
established, the dose must be increased rapidly to five, ten, or fifteen grammes. 
He advises also the conjoined use of an astringent wash for the mouth. 

Neuralgia.?A case is related which was under the care of M. van der Kiefft,? 
in which neuralgia of the scrotum, which had resisted the internal use of tartar 
emetic, inhalation of chloroform, and the topical application of extract of bella- 
donna and of chloroform, gave way under the internal use of chloroform in doses 

* Monthly Journal of Medical Science, Jan. 1855. t L'Union Me'dicals, Jan. 1855. 
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of twenty drops every quarter of an hour. The pain lessened after the second 
dose, and disappeared after the third. 

Ovarian Dro-psy.?Mr. I. B. Brown* records an additional case, in which, after 
emptying the cyst, he injected five ounces of the tincture of iodine (Ph. Ed.) 
without producing paiu, and apparently with the effect of arresting the progress 
of the disease. 

Paraplegia?Phosphorus.?This substance, in the form of phosphuretted oil 
(gr. iv. of phosp. to 5j. of olive oil), has been given by Dr. Hughes Bennettf in 
severe cases of paraplegia from diseases of the spinal cord, without improvement 
resulting in any one of them. The doses commenced with three drops a-day, and 
when he increased them to ten or fifteen drops, nausea and vomiting were induced. 
In a case of chronic myelitis, which took ten and fifteen drops, the breath smelt 
strongly of phosphorus, but was not phosphorescent at night. In another case, 
much phosphate was passed with the urine. 

Pericarditis, with Effusion?Injection of Iodine.?A case is related by M. Aran J 
which demonstrates that the pericardium may be injected with iodine lor the cure 
of effusions as well as other closed sacs- It is that of a young man, aged about 
twenty-three. The effusion resisted the application of the ordinary remedies, and 
unless he were relieved death was imminent. The respirations were 40, and the 
pulse 120?irregular and unequal. A puncture with a capillary trocar was made 
at the fifth interspace, two or three centimetres from the external limit of the dul- 
ness : 850 grammes of a transparent reddish serum were removed. The injection 
was then thrown in, consisting of fifty grammes of water, fifteen grammes of tincture 
of iodine, and one gramme of iodide of potassium. It produced no pain, and a few 
grammes were allowed to run out before the wound was closcd. Re-accumulation 

having taken place, a second puncture and injection were had recourse to, the 
strength of the injected liquid being?water and tincture of iodine, of each fifty 
grammes; iodide of potassium, four grammes. Complete recovery resulted. 

Photophobia?Tincture of Iodine.?M. van IIolsbeck? recommends as completely 
successful the external application of tincture of iodine, especially in that form 
which accompanies strumous ophthalmia and clironic granular conjunctivitis. He 

Saints the orbicular and superciliary regions once or twice a-day, according 
to the 

uration and intensity of the symptom, and says that a single application usually 
suffices to remove the symptom in twenty-four hours. 

Rheumatism?Veratrine.?Dr. AliesjJ relates several cases of rheumatic affections 
in which he has rapidly effected a cure by the use of veratrine, in doses of five 

milligrammes every five or six hours. 

Sciatica.?Dr. Blakiston^j has treated eighty-three cases of the uncomplicated 
disease without a failure by the endermic application of morphia. A blister the 
size of a crown piece is used over the chief seat of pain, and a grain of acetate of 
morphia daily sprinkled on the denuded surface, which is prevented from healing, 
if necessary, by savine or cantharides cerate. Should the knee become painful, 
the same plan is adopted at the ham. 

Skin Diseases.?Dr. Hughes Bennett** treats impetigo and eczema by assiduously 
keeping the parts moist with lint saturated with a solution of half a drachm of 

sub-carbonate of soda to one pint of water, covering this carefully with oil-silk, to 
prevent evaporation. lav us lie treats with oil, so as to exclude the atmosphere 

* Lancet, April 14, 1855. t Monthly Journal of Medical Science, Feb. 1855. 
t L'Union Mdd., Nov. 8, 1855. ? Ibid., March, 1855. II Ibid., Sept. 1855. 
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and prevent the growth of the parasitic fungi, first removing the crusts by poul- 
ticing ; an oil-skin cap must be constantly worn. He says that six weeks suffice 
for cure in young persons, if the treatment be conjoined with cod-liver oil, gene- 
rous diet, and antiscrofulous remedies. 

Small-pox?Tincture of Iodine.?M. Boinet adds his testimony* to the efficacy 
of tincture of iodine in causing the abortion of the variolous pustules. He adds 
a number of formula) for its use also in vaginitis, blennorrhagia, inflammations and 
ulcerations of the mouth and throat, and in mercurial ptyalism, erysipelas, and 
ophthalmia. In all these instances he combines it with tannic acid in various 
proportions. 

Small-pox.?Dr. Wallacef has used a solution of gutta percha in chloroform as 
a topical application to prevent pitting in twenty cases, four being confluent, seven 
semi-confluent, seven discrete and moderate, and two with the eruptions discrete 
but copious. In all it was painted on immediately before complete maturation. 
Scarcely any pitting was observed when the patients were dismissed, except in 
two or three instances, where it was moderate. Some months after discharge, 
however, such of the cases as he then had an opportunity of seeing presented the 
marks much more distinctly. He insists, that in estimating the comparative 
methods of preventing pitting, regard should be had to the appearances a long 
time after treatment as well as on dismissal. 

Spermatorrhoea?Belladonna.?In those cases which are connected with chronic 
inflammation of the urethra, good results followed cauterisation of the prostatic 
portion of that canal, but J\I. Trousseau^ believes that cases arise in which the 
disease is purely spasmodic, and resembles certain forms of incontinence of urine 
in children. For these cases he advises the use of belladonna internally, of 
friction of belladonna ointment upon the perinseum, and of belladonna supposi- 
tories. Where an erotic condition is conjoined, he thinks the best sedative is the 
application of bags of hot sand to the perinaeum for a few minutes morning and 
evening. Lupulin, in doses of fifty centigrammes a-day, may be tried ; or bromide 
of potassium, on which M. Trousseau places reliance, in doses of one or two 

grammes a-day. 

Suppressed Secretion of Milk?Faradization.?A case is recorded by M. Aubert 
of Macon, ? where, in consequence of suspension of suckling from the infant 
being attacked with pneumonia, the secretion of milk had gradually subsided. 
Fifteen days after the child had been first attacked, suction having failed to restore 
the secretion, Faradization (the application of the induced electric current) of the 
breasts, by means of the apparatus of Dr. Duchcnne, was commenced, the force 
of the current and vibrations being gradually increased, but not to the extent of 

producing pain or contraction of the pectoral muscles. After a few minutes, the 

right breast increased in size. The operation was repeated daily, and on the third 
occasion the suction of the infant subsequently induced a slight 

" 

draught." The 
child had drawn a little milk since the second application of the remedy. On the 
fifth day it is reported that 

" the draught" had been twice complete, and the lac- 
tation was considered re-established. 

Tetanus?Chloroform Inhalations.?Dr. Sprengler relates a case of traumatic 
tetanus, [| in which the free and frequent inhalation of chloroform, but short of 
complete anaesthesia, was had recourse to. The disease lasted from the 13th of 

July to the evening of the 17th, and the diaphragm and heart remained unaffected 
till the last hours of life. The author thinks that if by this means the course of 
tetanus can be rendered more chronic, the prospect of cure may be improved. 
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Uva Ursi an ~Eclolic.?Mr. Harris* lias found a strong decoction of uva ursi, 
during labour, in cases where ergot is applicable, produce vigorous pains, which, 
soon caused expulsion of the child and placenta. The contractions induced are 
less violent than those from ergot. 

Yellow Fever?Turpentine.?Sixty cases on board H.M.S. Medea were treated 
with turpentine by Mr. Laird.f Of these only four died. The usual dose was 
fifteen minims every three or four hours, with a little nitric ether and camphor 
mixture, continued till a remission was apparent. He regards its action as elimi- 
native by the skin and kidneys. 

* Virginian Med. Journal. t Medical Times and Gazette, Airu, 
isoo. 


