
PoST-GrADUATF, LECTURES delivered before 

THE Feeeowsiiip oE Medicine, Royal Society 
>f Medicine, 1919-20. John Balk, Sons and 
DaniHIvSSon, London. 1016 net. Preface by 
the Right Hon. Sir Clifford Allbutt. 

This volume, the first of a promised future 

series, represents the very acme of present day 
teaching by British Surgeons and Physicians. 
Perhaps the best part of it is the delightful in- 

troduction by Sir Clifford Allbutt: an introduc- 

tion which in happy phraseology outlines the 

real meaning of a Fellowship of Medicine and 

dwells upon the value of post-graduate lectures. 
The volume consists of ten lectures. 

" 

Syphilis 
and Insanity 

" 

is the title of a lecture by the late 
Sir George Savage. The great difficulty ex- 

perienced in distinguishing between neurasthe- 

nia and G. P. I. is well commented on. Per- 

haps the most striking part of this lecture is its 
clear account of syphilophobia: illustrated by 
instances of lives wrecked and even of suicides 
due to either fear that infection has been ac- 

quired, or fear that others may discover that the 
patient has been infected. Mental disorder is 
not confined to the late stages of syphilitic in- 

fection: transient symptoms may be discerned 

even in some early cases. In the onset of G. 

P. I. there may be often traced some subsidiary 
factor such as influenza or traumatism. Sir 

William Hale White writes on the prognosis in 

exophthalmic goitre. There can be no doubt 
that many cases tend to spontaneous cure: and 
the author dwells on cases which have been for 

long periods in hospital, have been discharged 
without apparent improvement, but who have 
been found, years later, cured and leading active 
lives: many of them married and with families. 
The study is based on 169 hospital cases and 54 
cases in private practice followed up, after only 
medicinal treatment, some years later. The mor- 

tality in after years was found to be only twice 
that calculated for non-goitrous females in simi- 
lar circumstances. Sir Humphry Rolleston's 
lecture on grave fanilial jaundice of the newly 
born brings together a remarkable tale of 25 

family groups with a 77 per cent, mortality in 
the disease. He concludes that the disease is due 
to foetal toxemia of maternal origin: and that 
immediate measures must be taken on the onset 
of jaundice in the mother. 

Dr. Hernaman-Johnson's lecture deals with 

combined treatment with special reference to 
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surgery, electricity and X-rays. Thus in tubercu- 

lar glands of the neck he recommends radiation 
as 

the first line of treatment, the residual infection 

being dealt with by the surgeon. Post-operative 
raying is to-day coming into its own in carcinoma. 
Plastic surgery often calls 

for the assistance o 

the radiologist. Like Naaman the Syrian, the 
medical generation of to-day is too apt to look 

for some great thing rather than to utilise the 

simpler measures which lie at hand. General 

practice is in reality the only logical form of 
practice But no human mind can compass the 

whole field of medicine. Hence the hope of the 

future lies in specialism tempered by co-opera- 
tion." We are reminded of a distinguished clini- 
cian who remarked that Osier will probably 
be the last of the English classics on general 
medicine. Dr. J. D. Mortimer writes on the 

after-effects of anaesthetics, and the whole lecture 
should be carefully studied by anaesthetists. It 

is of little use for distinguished surgeons to ask 
the anaesthetist whether he cannot do 

1 something 
to avoid this horrible after-vomiting 

" 

when their 

own activities have largely contributed to pro- 

ducing it. Dr. Wilfred Harris's lecture on 

Chronic Paroxysmal Trigeminal Neuralgia and 

its treatment must be read zu c.xtenso. He has 

made the study of this condition and its treatment 

by alcohol injection of 
nerve roots and of the 

Gasserian ganglion so specially his own that 

every word of the lecture 
is authoritative. Two 

interesting points in his excellent lecture are his 

test by novocain as to whether the needle has 

reached the proper spot: and the fact that gelse- 
mium is the only drug which is of any efficacy 
when given orally in this condition. Writing on 

pyorrhoea alveolaris Dr. N. Mutch gives an in- 

teresting analysis of the bacterial state of the in- 

testine. 
& 

In the mouth, duodenum and jejunum 
streptococci are present, but, as a rule B. coli is 

absent. At the lower levels the proportion of 

streptococci diminishes and that of B. coli in- 

creases: so that streptococci are practically absent 
from the pelvic colon. _ 

Roughly there are two 
classes of streptococci in these intestinal infec- 

tions : one of high virulence and associated with 
acute infections: the other?and more important- 

sugar-loving or glycophihc and with strong sap- 
rophytic powers. With stagnation and starch 

dyspepsia the latter flourish and this intestinal 

association is especially connected with pyorrhoea. 
In such conditions the author^ recommends col- 

loidal sulphur and a combination of ammonium 

ichthyo-sulphurate with proteins. ' Morbid 
Mental Growths 

" 

by the late Sir George Savage 
is a presentation of states of delusion verging on 
paranoia. One of the cases given is that of a 

man, once bitten by a dog and subsequently 
treated at a Pasteur Institute, who became pos- 
sessed by a morbid fear of dogs. Two whole-time 
nurses were employed to keep every dog away 
from his room and to look for dogs' hairs on the 
carpets. The case ended in an asylum. Such 

morbid mental growths may spring from very 
simple delusional ideas affecting only the indivi- 
dual and may end in homicidal or suicidal mania. 

Finally come two useful lectures by Mr. W. H. 
Trethowan on deformities and disabilities of the 
feet due to static and mechanical causes and to 

paralysis. Here there is a wealth of information 
for the general practitioner on a subject of 

every day importance: a discussion of the various 
causes of lameness and of their modern treat- 
ment. 

" 

Post Graduate Lectures is an admirable 

volume, and should become one of the best known 
annual British publications. 

R. K. 


