
THE EYE.- By C. W. Rutherford, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

First Edition. New York and London: D. Appleton 
& Company, 1928. Pp. 404, with 12 original 
coloured plates and 305 black and white figures. 

The author states in his preface that the work is 

primarily intended for the general practitioner and 
student of medicine and that he has endeavoured to com- 
bine the advantages of a work of reference and of a 

teaching text. The arrangement of the book is such as 
to facilitate ready reference. The table of contents is 
full as also the index, and the subject matter covers 

practically the whole field of ophthalmology as dealt 
with in the larger text-books. In the reviewer's opinion 
the actual amount of information given under any one 
head is hardly what one would expect in a book of 

reference, but as a teaching text it undoubtedly fills a 

position in ophthalmic literature which is somewhat 
exceptional. The book should be of special value to the 
teacher who wishes to present his subject completely 
without unduly labouring certain sections to the neglect 
of others and who desires to give a survey of his sub- 

ject in perspective, without taking his hearers into chan- 
nels too remote from practical clinical considerations. 
In some respects it resembles a compilation of grind 
notes in ophthalmology for students and junior post- 
graduates rather than a text-book in the ordinary sense 
of the word. In style it is terse, controversial points 
are not laboured, and references to literature are few. 

The arrangement is convenient. Each sub-division of 
the eye is dealt with separately as regards its essential 
anatomy and its diseases, with the investigation and 
treatment of the latter including operative procedures. 
Chapters VII and VIII deal briefly with special methods 
of investigation, namely, ophthalmoscopy and perimetry 
and fall into their proper places in the text so that the 
reader is familiarised with these methods before their 
application is discussed. The teaching ought to prove 
acceptable to centres of ophthalmic education in India as 
the views expressed are in the main very similar to those 
taught in this country. Of the operative procedures 
described perhaps more than a fair share of space is 
devoted to those for ectropion and entropion. This 
being so, eye surgeons in the East will be disappointed 
to find no mention of Webster's operation. The plates 
are excellent, but as in most books on the eye some of 
the figures are indifferent, e.g., figure 188. The repeated 
mention of White's ointment may perhaps puzzle readers 
who are not acquainted with its composition. It is a 

much weaker preparation of Hydrarg. perchloride than 
the ointment popular in India. The author's approval of 
the discharge of cataract patients after 10 days would 
not meet the approval of many operators in India, but 
presumably it is safe practice in America. Transillumi- 
nation of the globe in negro eyes is said to be difficult. 
One does not often see a reference to this fact in ordi- 
nary works on ophthalmology, but the same difficulty 
holds in our Indian clinics. Retained foreign bodies and 
their treatment, a subject which forms the major portion 
of the chapter on the vitreous, contains a vast amount 
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of valuable information in a small space. E_m ryo ogi c 

details are sparse and corneal microscopy 
is no 

with. Indian readers might reasonably expec < 

prominent mention of epitheliomata of the lids 
vvhich are amongst the commonest new grow 

i 

ciated with the eye in this country. Prolaps 
_ 

iris is mentioned as an 
" occasional comphca ion. 

perhaps hardly does justice to one of the mos. 

bugbears of cataract work which occurs m o 

operating centres in from 2 to 4% of tie 
men- 

cataract extraction. It is perhaps surprising , 

tion of such a moot subject, and one so i 

1inl, 

misunderstood without full explanations, as 

surgical treatment of cataract. It is not clea 

author advises that yellow oxide shotilcl 'i? 

the same time as dionine. Muscles al^rfTe , 
? / ?. 

dealt with simply and well. Chapter XL , 

the book, is exceptionally interesting and va ,? :ti, 
just now as, under new legislation in conne 

n?nv 
Workmen's Compensation, questions are c V 
cropping up with regard to degrees of eye J y 

which there is no precedent to help the met 
i 

It deals with "Industrial injuries, their con?,)cn \t,e 
simulation." The statements made therein 3m:ftee 
high authority of the recommendations of the L 
appointed by the Ophthalmological Section 
American Medical Association, the report o \\ 

, 

approved by the House 0f Delegates. The Committees 

supplementary report published as recently as 
"cAnuld 

been followed by the author. Those interested dioaM 

read this chapter for themselves. It will be su 

to quote the following:?"Visual effiaenc}, n 
^ 

' * 

considered, is based on three co-ordinating . 

factors which are measurable, and on which p 
may be calculated. These are the acuity o c 

macular vision, the field of vision, and the muse 
e c 

function for maintaining binocular single vis[?n ent 
field of binocular fixation. Other defects maj P ? 

but they are not measurable." The author p 
affes. 

show how such defects may be expressed in 1 
, 'rin- 

The advantages of such a system are obvious. j 
tion is given of various tests for malingering and 

simulation. The book is of convenient jize^, _ut}10r is good and it is well got up and produced. 
< 

is to be congratulated on having brought o 

lines a" work which will fill a place of its own.^ 
ophthalmic literature and for which 
teachers will be indebted to him. 


