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Such cases being by no means uncommon, 
the following may be of interest to the 

readers of the journal. 

Mr. M., aged about 40, in robust health before 
his illness, had been suffering from fever with 
rigors and pain in the hepatic region. This 

continued for a period of about 2 to 3 months, 
with occasional remissions of fever and pain. 
Lately, he began to have paroxysms of shiver- 

ing with fever and this was followed by profuse 
sweating. He complained of very severe pain 
in the whole hepatic region and the whole area 
below the costal margin was very tender to the 

touch, so much so that even very light palpation 
was extremely painful. He was unable to lie on 
his back or on his left side. Even while trying 
to sit he had great dyspnoea, and it was with 
great difficulty that he could be made to sit up 
even for a few minutes. He was much ema- 
ciated and he was very anaemic. Before con- 

sulting me, he was treated for malaria and 

hepatitis for about three months, and he had 
received about one dozen injections each of 

quinine bihydrochloride and emetine at 

different intervals. 
Examination of blood films failed to show 

any evidence of malaria. The leucocyte count 
which ranged from 7000 to 9000 showed only 
16 per cent, mononuclears and 76 per cent, poly- 
nuclears. 
The upper margin of hepatic dullness was 

somewhat irregular and as the liver was obviously 
enlarged it was thought there might be a hepatic 
abscess. 
While closely questioning the patient about his 

past history and whether he had suffered from 
any venereal infection, he confessed he had a 

small sore, which as he said, was immediately 
cured by three intravenous injections of neo- 
salvarsan. 

I'efore puncturing the liver for confirming the 
diagnosis of abscess, I thought it fit to put him 
on antisyphilitic treatment for a few days, and 
strange as it may seem, there was very marked 
and rapid improvement from the third day. 111 

about a week's time the patient felt very much 

better, and in about a fortnight's time he was 
well on the way to recovery. Fever and pain 
entirely disappeared after the third day of treat- 
ment. , 

The possibility of a syphilitic infection of the 
liver may well be borne in mind while treating 
such cases, where the symptoms often simulate 
those of malaria or of amoebic liver abscess. 


