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The word Parasitism arose in the social world before it came into 
the organic world?here, indeed, agreeing with more biological 
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ideas than naturalists always recognise. This book, to quote from 
the preface, 

" results from collaboration of a specialist in natural 
science with one in economics. Iience it works out the old idea, 
not only with modern detail and precision, but upon a higher spiral, 
comparing the wealth of natural history facts with the wealth of 
social ones, and thus giving a concrete instance of that practical 
union and unison of biology and sociology which has been so long 
proclaimed by the philosophers, but so little carried into practice." 
The book is suggestive, not exhaustive; the authors have opened 
the subject, not closed it. It is intended to arouse discussions. It 
is one which should be read by all philanthropists and economists, 
and will doubtless interest many members cf the medical profession. 
The four chapters into which the book is divided deal with the 
various forms of parasitism, the evolution of parasitism, the influ- 
ence of the parasitic life upon the parasite, and the influence of 
parasiticism upon the host. The author's conclusions may be per- 
haps summarized by a quotation of the concluding lines of 'the 
book. "The society which is exploited by parasites becomes feeble; 
the parasitic individuals tend to degenerate. If the society is poorly 
or defectively organised, there is a free multiplication of the para- 
sitic classes, and the collapse and total ruin of that society soon 
follows. On the other hand, if the resistance which it offers to 

exploitation be at all adequate, there will be a speedy elimination 
of the individuals and classes who become parasitic." 


