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Health professionals are able to 
make right decision in right time 
only if they posses prompt, accurate 
and up to date information about 
health status of patients and general 
population. They also need knowl-
edge and tools, computer and infor-
mation technologies, for successful 
management of huge amount of in-
formation. Efficient management of 
information is of crucial importance 
for health policy and decision-mak-
ing process, and to produce high 
quality results in public health and 
healthcare delivery.

The book presents an original ef-
fort to summarize the basic knowl-
edge about the history of medical in-
formatics and informatics education 
in Europe and broader, development 
stages and influence of computer 
sciences on development of medical informatics. In ad-
dition, history and development of medical informatics in 
Croatia and in Bosnia and Herzegovina is also present-
ed, as well as some basic facts about the establishment, 
importance and activities of the two key international 
associations–IMIA and EFMI. A broad list of 36 key ac-
tors, with brief biographies and photos, is included, as the 
most influential scientists and doyens in development of 
medical informatics worldwide. The authors of the book 
pay special tribute to four corypheés of medical informat-
ics–Morris F. Collen, François Grémy, Peter L. Reichertz 
and Jean-Claude Healy.

The book is fulfilling an important 
gap revealing the history and em-
phasizing the importance of medical 
informatics as a new scientific disci-
pline with very fast development and 
implementation in health care sec-
tor. Health informatics is contribut-
ing remarkably in everyday practice 
of medical and public health pro-
fessionals, in efficient management 
of huge and increasing amount of 
health information and general and 
specific medical knowledge toward 
improved quality of health care, as 
well as to professional and scientif-
ic competitiveness in Europe and 
broader. The knowledge of informa-
tion technology is now part of gen-
eral literacy.

The 264 pages are distributed in 
14 chapters with references and con-

sulted literature added to each chapter.
The book is directed toward medical and other profes-

sionals in biomedicine, especially the young doctors. The 
book can be used by students at all levels, from under-
graduate to postgraduate master and doctoral studies, 
and professionals in various clinical disciplines and public 
health. The book can also be useful as a guideline for all 
medical and other professionals in biomedicine in con-
ducting everyday activities and promoting of their profes-
sional and research work.

Skopje, August 2014 
Prof. Doncho Donev, MD, PhD
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...The book presents an original effort to summarize the basic knowledge about the history of medical in-

formatics and informatics education in Europe and broader, development stages and in� uence of computer 

sciences on development of medical informatics. In addition, history and development of medical informatics 

in Croatia and in Bosnia and Herzegovina is also presented, as well as some basic facts about the establish-

ment, importance and activities of the two key international associations - IMIA and EFMI. A broad list of 40 

key actors, with brief biographies and photos, is included, as the most in� uential scientists and doyens in 

development of medical informatics worldwide. The authors of the book pay special tribute to four corypheés 

of medical informatics - Morris F. Collen, François Grémy, Peter L. Reichertz and Jean-Claude Healy. The book 

is ful� lling an important gap revealing the history and emphasizing the importance of medical informatics 

as a new scienti� c discipline with very fast development and implementation in health care sector. Health 

informatics is contributing remarkably in everyday practice of medical and public health professionals, in 

ef� cient management of huge and increasing amount of health information and general and speci� c medical 

knowledge toward improved quality of health care, as well as to professional and scienti� c competitiveness 

in Europe and broader. The knowledge of information technology is now part of general literacy...

— Prof. Doncho Donev, PhD

... Few, if any scienti� c discipline achieved such enormous and rapid development, improvement and imple-

mentation in healthcare practice as it is case with medical informatics. Although a relatively young scienti� c 

� eld of biomedicine its achievements signi� cantly improve all of health care its segments at any level in any 

health care system in any country of the world. In just a few decades of the last century, Medical Informatics 

entered all forms of education and medical practice. For its achievements and its application in practice are 

meritorious many persons and events. One cannot deny their immeasurable impact on scienti� c trends in 

biomedicine, but also to the social development in general. Some of the historical trends seem to resemble 

the uncontrollable events that shape the people that we then referred to as the famous, in one way or another.

Famous people over the centuries and decades started a heavy wheel of scienti� c history and their actions 

should be remembered as a boon, and their personalities should emerge in full light as historical monoliths. 

For the unenlightened the history is a collection of true legends and collection of recognizable characters, and 

if it does not exist, or it is brie� y described, then these characters are not recognized. Medical informatics is 

a rare scienti� c discipline to which are linked numerous events and numerous characters whose work is rec-

ognized almost everywhere and in every place within educational and healthcare institutions. Unfortunately, 

these � gures and their � ndings hardly anyone knows in more details. The book we have in front of us is a 

signi� cant contribution to better knowledge about persons and events related to Medical Informatics and its 

pillars, which they raised and whose foundations still stand strong...

— Prof Silvije Vuletic, PhD

... I am impressed. Such books are so important. Although I like all the new digital technologies, they are 

rather for the moment, while a printed book will survive decades...

—  Prof Thomas M. Deserno, PhD
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