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. Spontaneous rupture of enlarged spleen 
Is rather rare. Waddell, in Lyon's Medical 
nrispritdence for India (6th Edition, 1918) 

las given a description of three illustrative cases 
and also mentions that two more cases were 

Polished in the Indian Mcdical Gazette 01 

yU4. Therefore, a brief description of the 

ollowing case which recently occurred in 
tos asylum may be of interest. 

M., Hindu, male, age 45, a 
" B3 " case of 

eprosy and an inmate of this asylum had an 
enlarged spleen which extended down to the 
eit iliac fossa and to the right about 1 inch 
beyond the umbilicus. The duration of the 

enlargement was years. He used to get 
?ccasional attacks of fever. His blood was 

examined on one occasion, and numerous 

oemgn tertian gametocytes were found, and 
also a few trophozoites. He refused to 

Undergo a complete course of treatment with 
clrichona febrifuge. A quack doctor whom he 
secretly consulted branded him over the skin 

the abdomen in the region of the spleen. 
0r 2 months after branding he was all right. 
On 6th December, 1927, at about 6 a.m. he 

^v'as suddenly seized with a violent pain in the 
region of the spleen. He had not sustained 
even the slightest injury, not even straining 

stool. He became restless and when I 
examined him at 7-30 a.m., he had a hemor- 
rhagic pulse. On inclining to the right side 
he right flank showed a distinct bulging and 

a dull note was elicited on percussion. The 

Hilging- was found to be due to fluid and not 
o flatus or fat. He felt great discomfort as 
he abdomen was gradually. distending. At 
about 11 a.m., he expired. Shortly before 

tk 
*h' abdomen was fully distended and 

he enlarged spleen, though not fully palpable, 
CoUld be distinctly felt as if it were floating. 

An autopsy in this case would have been 

valuable, but it could not be done as this 

asylum is a private institution and there are 
no facilities for conducting autopsies. 


