
CALCUTTA. POLICE HOSPITAL. 

COMMUNICATED 

By Assistant-Surgeon Bhola Nath Pal. 

(1)?St/p h ilitic Pa rap leg in. 
T. M., a constable of River Police, Calcutta, 

aged about 40 years, was admitted into the hos^ 
pital on the 3rd May 1886, with a complaint 
of having been subject to ague quot., and was 
prescribed cinch, f'eb. on that day. On the 
4th he had a dose of black draught and cin- 
chona febrifuge mixture; on the 5th and 6th 
he had the cinchona febrifuge mixture; on 

the 7th he complained of ringworm about his 
abdomen, and had the usual ringworm lotion 
of the hospital for application, and the cinchona 
febrifuge mixture ; on the 8th he had fever, 
and had diaphoretic mixture and the lotion ; on 

the 9th he had the lotion and cinchona febri- 

fuge mixture ; on the 10th he complained of 
weakness of the lower limbs and had strychnia 
nitro-muriatic acid dil. with infusion chiretta and 
the lotion; on the 11th he complained of a pain 
about his loins, and the mixture and lotion were 
continued, and fomentation was ordered over 
the painful part. On the 12th and 13th he had 
the same treatment. On the 14th camphor 
liniment was ordered to be rubbed over his 

limbs, and the mixture and fomentation were 
continued. On the loth his lower limbs were 
found quite paralysed, and he could not get up 
from his bed. On enquiry it was found that 
lie had syphilis about six years ago, and he was 
ordered pot. iodid., strychnia aud chiretta, and 
the fomentation and camphor liniment were 

continued, and he was re-admitted for paraplegia. 
On the 16th and 17th he had the same treat-' 

ment, aud on the 18th he was found to have lost 

control over his bladder and rectum. A blis- 

ter was applied over the last two lumbar verte- 
bras, that part being found tender on percussion, 
and the mixture and liniment were repeated. 
From the 19th to 25th he had the same recipes 
and simple dressing over the blister; aud on the 
22nd he had a dose of castor oil. On the 26th 

^ grain of hydrarg. bichlorid. was added to 
the mixture, and this treatment was continued 
up till the 31st ultimo. Ou the 1st instant, 
finding no improvement in him, and the paralysis 
having extended to a certain extent to the left 

upper extremity, I applied rectified spirit over 
the whole of the spinal column, and set fire 
to it with a lucifer; there being a flame over his 
whole back it excited the man so much, through 
fear of his back being burnt that with both his 
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hands, lie began to beat his head, and there 
were spasms of the muscles of the lower ex- 

tremities and erection of his penis to its full 

extent. Before the burning with the rectified 

spirit, motor power of both lower extremities 
was lost completely and, to a certain extent, 
of the left upper extremity, and sensation was 
not felt in the lower extremities 011 the intro- 

duction of pins. On the 4th day of the burn- 
ing of the back he was able to walk about with 
the aid of a stick in his right hand. From the 
1st to the 5th June he had the hydrarg. bichlo- 
rid., iodide of potassium and strychnia mixture, 
and linseed oil dressing to the back. On the 6th 
lie complained of much pain iu the back, and 
the mixture was omitted for the day, and liqr. 
morphiae, one drachm, was ordered at bed-time. 
From the 7th to the 14th he had the mixture 
and the oil dressing - from the 4th to the 14th 
June he was steadily improving, and was able 
to walk up to the hospital latrine, which is 
situate about 24 yards off the ward he was in. 

On the 15th June, the weather being cold, and 

having kept his body naked on account of the 
burning, he complained again of commencing 
weakness of his lower limbs, and he was ordered 
ammonia liniment to rub over his limbs, and he 
was clothed at once in flannel. He has been 

getting the same mixture up to date, and from 
the 22nd he has been able to walk about to a 
certain distance without his stick, though there 
is a slight propensity to fall forwards when he 
walks so to a great distance ; he has evidently 
beeu daily improving. I should state here that 
since the 4th day of burning of his back he 
has been able to walk about with his stick, and 

got back control over his bladder and rectum. 
The patient is still in hospital, and has been 

getting the mixture lie was prescribed last; 
and his sores have all healed up. 1 omitted to 
state that before the paralysis set in, he com- 

plaiued also of a rheumatic pain in his knee- 

joints. 

Remarks.?This man was evidently suffering 
from some sort of pressure over the spinal cord, 
either from gumraata or some inflammatory 
thickening of the membranes covering the 

cord which pressed upon it, and caused the 

paralysis. From the use of absorbents and 

alterative medicines the pressure over the cord 
had beeu removed, and the sudden shock of such 
a severe measure as setting spirit on fire over the 
whole back, and its counter-irritant effect, gave 
a stimulus to the spinal nervous system which 
has since then been performing its functions as 
it it had been roused from its lethargic state. 
This is the fourth case I have treated by this 
plau of treatment, and I am glad to state with 
success. I therefore request your readers to try 
with this measure in such cases aud to report 
the results through your paper. 

( 2)?Pleuro-pneiimonia. 
S. K. O., a constable of the Town Police, 

aged about 30 years, was admitted into the 

hospital on the 3rd May 1886, for. continued 
fever, and was prescribed the hospital diaphore- 
tic mixture. He had it for two days, when on 
the 5th he complained of a stitchy pain on his 
right side. On examination of his chest he 

? ? 

was found suffering from pleurisy, and a mustard 
plaster was applied over the painful part, and 

diaphoretics with antim. tart, and opium were 
ordered ; he had this medicine until the 8th. On 
the 9th he had the difficulty in his breathing 
increased, and his respiration numbered 45 in a 
minute, and his temperature was 104 F?. On 

percussion there was dulness over the painful 
part, and on auscultation, besides the friction 
sound of pleurisy, there was a minute crepitation 
sound and increase of vocal resonance. A blister 
was applied over the dull part, and calomel and 

opium were ordered. On the 10th he spat al- 
most every minute blood and slimy mucus, and 
continued to do so for three days consecutively. 
On the 13th the pain in his side, difficulty in 
the breathing, flushing of the skin, and fever, all 
subsided, and his temperature at once became 
normal. From the 10th to the 27th he had 

amnion, carb., digitalis and cinchona. From the 
28th to the day of his discharge, the 31st May 
1886, he had a tonic mixture. 

Remarks.?(1.) It is not common to find such 
a large quantity of blood being discharged from 
the lungs in pleurisy and pneumonia; (rusty 
coloured expectoration is the most common 

phenomenon. 
(2.) That since the bleeding began from the 

lungs, the patient felt better, and was relieved 
of his pain in the side of the chest, difficulty 
in the breathing, flushing of the skin, and fever. 
This goes to prove that the bleeding and anti- 
phlogistic recommended in such cases by the 
ancient writers, though ignored now by the 
modern medical practitioners on the idea that 
the natives of the country get pneumonia aud 
pleurisy from low health, are useful under some 
circumstances and in certain cases. 

In this case the bleeding was performed by 
nature, and the object of artificial bleedinc was 
gained. 


