
2. Br A. Lockhart Gillespie read his paper on NOTES ON TOXIC 
EFFECTS OF EXALGIN, or which the iollowins is an abstract:? 

A young man of 23, suffering from severe toothache, had taken 
36 grains of exalgin between 2 and 11 p.m. Shortly after 11 he 
relapsed into unconsciousness. When seen, his temperature was 
found to be normal, his pulse 79, regular, of fair tension, but all 
his muscles paretic. With severe pain in his head, convulsions 
occurred every few minutes, and on tapping the scalp or pricking 
the arm or leg with a pin, fresh spasms were initiated. All his 
reflexes were abolished, and his pupils, widely dilated, reacted 
sluggishly. As time went on the breathing became of a distinctly 
cerebral type, the pulse now and then intermitting during a 

paroxysm. About half an hour after he was first seen ? grain 
of morphia was injected, and he swallowed, though with diffi- 

culty, two pills, the only purgative handy. Cloths, soaked 
in cold water, were applied to his head. As the pupils con- 
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tracted under the influence of the morphia the fits became less 

severe, but the effect of the drug did not commence until ninety- 
minutes after injection. All the following day the patient, who 
remembered nothing of the previous night, was unable to use his 
muscles, while his arms and legs were absolutely anaesthetic. His 
bowels had moved freely. He had a slight return of the symptoms 
next night, but 15 minims of laudanum, repeated every four hours, 

? soothed his irritated medulla, and in the course of the following day 
he became considerably better. Dr Gillespie was inclined to believe 
at first that the symptoms might be due to a cerebro-spinal meningitis 
of influenzal origin, as several cases of this disease had lately been 
seen in Edinburgh. The absence of high temperature and the 
quiet pulse negatived this supposition. It was then first found 
out that he had taken so much methyl-acetanilide, a drug the maxi- 
mum dose of which Bartholow gives as 12 grains^?er diem. The usual 
treatment recommended for such cases is free stimulation. In this 
instance it appeared to Dr Gillespie throughout that the reverse was 
required ; and although it might be heroic to inject morphia into an 
already unconscious man, the end justified the means. Adminis- 
tration of chloroform or ether was out of the question, when the state 
of the breathing was considered. Other cases have been recorded 
in the course of the last two years, the symptoms usually com- 
prising delirium, unconsciousness, and convulsions. In conclusion, 
exalgin was not a safe drug for patients to take without medical 
advice. It should never be given as an antipyretic, and as an 
analgesic only in doses of 1 to 3 grains once or twice in the 

twenty-four hours. 
The President thanked Dr Gillespie for his careful description 

of an interesting and instructive case. 


