
Criminal Investigation? By Hans Gross. The 

English Edition by 
Jo? and J. Colly? Adam, 

Barristers-at-Law, H. Krishnamachan, Publisher, 

Egmore, Madras, 1906. 

This book on criui",al investigation is better 
described by its sub-title 

as a practical handbook 

for Magistrates, police 
oftcers and lawyers, and 

we woSld add for Civil Surgeons in India 
We confess we have 

been greatly fascinated by 
this book, it is a wonderful collection of matter 
most interesting to medical men and especially 
to Civil Surgeons in India- 

it is extremely interesting to read, and com- 

bines the erudition of Chever 
* M_edical Jurispm- 

denee with the romance of Griffiths Mysteries 
01 

the book is the System der 

KHrninaUtilc by Dr. Hans Gross, the Professor 

of Criminology in the University of Prague, and 
it has been translated and adapted to Indiau 

and Colonial practice by two barristers in Madras, Mr. John Adam and Mr. J. Collyer Adam. 
The German edition is a well-known work and 

has been translated in most of the languages of Europe and into Japanese. 
The Indian adapters have, we think, succeeded 

well in their task and have certainly combined 
and included in the present edition a mass of 
information of special interest in India. 
The book is very well printed, in clear type on .rood thin paper and though consisting of over 900 pages, it is by no means clumsy 

# It is quite impossible in a short review to 
attempt to criticise such a volume it is one which 
we think should be on the table of every Magis- trate and Police Officer, and in the library of 
every Civil Surgeon and Jail Superintendent in 
InThe first part is divided into six chapters, on 
the investigating officer, his duties and proce- 
dure then comes a chapter on the examination of ? 

i. 

' 

?.,;i o^nsed. when the witness desires 
-d when he dees not wish 

i l fV.A truth. Chapter III is devoted to to spea 
' 

i0(.alities at the scene of offence, and r:rnh & 0^. o^r IV deals ? 
1 wiv with the equipment ot the in an mm ? 

^ fce|jg ug t^at Qovernmenfc investigating oihcer, 
time-honoured official paper is baa, 

" office box " is cumbersome. 
^ ? <- V U of special interest to the Pl Ln it deals with the ?Expert and J100 1Cfn nap him" with medical jurisprudence, 

and the many questions which present themsel ves 
to the medical expert for solnUon, e g> tatooing hypnotism, colour-blindness age teeth use of 
the microscope, stains dust, clothes, etc., etc. ; then follows sections dealing with experts in 

chemistry, in handwriting firearms, photography, with anthropology, Bertillonism, fingerprints, 
etOfepossibly still greater interest is Part II 
in which the chapters deal with such interesting subjects as disguises, false names, malingering and shamming, criminal signs and signals, calls 
stigmata, etc. An interesting chapter is devoted 
to criminal slang. Chapter X gives an interest- 
in., account of the various wandering tribes of India and the gipsies of Europe The chapter on superstitions is of much interest, and that 
on firearms both useful and interesting Other 
chapters deal with subjects such as drawing sketching of houses, etc., the observation of 
footprints in standing, walking or running and 
on the reproduction of footprints for exhibit 
in court There is also a useful chapter on traces of blood, how ̂ preserve, and copy such marks. Chapter XV gives a very interesting account of cyphers and other secret writings and 
suggestions as to the deciphering of secret 
writings. 

, . . . Part IV deals with bodily injuries and poison- in a'with theft, cheating and fraud, falsification of?documents, counterfeiting seals, coins, with 
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horse frauds, horse and cattle marks, cheating 
at cards and other games with the methods of 
the sharp, and with frauds relating to anti- 

quities and works of art. There is also a 

useful chapter on caste and caste marks, which 
is of general interest. 

Other chapters discuss arson, serious accidents, 
and boiler explosions. 

There is an excellent index and bibliography. 
We have only barely indicated the headings 

of the various chapters in this fascinating book. 
We know of no other volume in which so much 
of interest on these subjects is gathered together. 
The book seems to us to be admirably 

adapted for use as a text-book in all Police 

training schools, and as a text-book for the 
examinations which have to be passed by all 

junior civil and police officers. The Civil 

Surgeon will also find it not only of value but 

intensely interesting also. 


