
A Manual of Diseases of the Nervous System. By W. E. Gowers, 
M.D., F.R.C.P., Assistant Professor of Clinical Medicine in 

University College, London; Physician to University College 
Hospital, and to the National Hospital for the Paralyzed and 
Epileptic. Volume I.?Diseases of the Spinal Cord and Nerves. 
London: J? & A. Churchill: 1886. 

The appearance of a new work by a writer who has already 
done so much to enrich the literature of nervous diseases is an 

event of importance to the medical profession. For accuracy of 

description, lucidity of statement, and purity of diction, the author 
of this volume has few equals; each successive work shows a 

ripening of these characteristics, and time therefore only serves to 
increase his claims upon the gratitude of his contemporaries. 

The present work is a most painstaking attempt to systematize 
and elucidate the vast mass of facts which have been accumulated 

during the labours of recent years. Like all the author's previous 
works, it is marked by wide experience and clinical acumen, and 
is written with a true sense of the relative importance of the 

different branches of the subject to which it is devoted. It differs 

from its two predecessors, on the Spinal Cord and the Brain, 
which were restricted to the diagnosis of disease, in entering upon 
the question of treatment, and, therefore, when finished it will be 

a 

complete treatise on nervous diseases. 
After a few remarks on classification the author enters upon a 

description of the general symptoms of nervous diseases, in which 
motor, sensory, reflex, trophic, electric, and muscular phenomena 
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are carefully analyzed, and the explanation of the different points, as, for instance, tendon-reflex, is given in a masterly fashion. The second part discusses the diseases of the nerves, and describes the pathology and symptoms of injury, degeneration, inflammation, and morbid growths, as well as diseases of special nerves and multiple neuritis. 

The remainder of the book is devoted to diseases of the spinal cord, taking into consideration, firstly, the anatomy, physiology, and symptomatology of the spinal cord, and afterwards passing under review the special diseases of the cord (i.e., those due to the column and its connexions), the diseases of the membranes and of the cord. In all these different portions of the work the author is, as usual, clear, terse, and succinct, while the style of the book leaves nothing to be desired. 
It may be of interest to glance at the author's remarks on treatment, and as an example we may refer to his method of dealing with locomotor ataxy. We find the general hygienic and medicinal treatment skilfully outlined, while every special indica- tion, as in regard to the bladder for example, appears to be met, and there is a touch of gentle sarcasm in his reference to the use (or abuse) of nerve^stretching in the disease. The work will prove to be of the highest value, not only to the busy practitioner, but to the earnest student who is about to appear for the higher qualifications, as it is a rich storehouse of facts skilfully marshalled and clearly portrayed. It will be hailed with pleasure by all who follow modern advances in medicine, and is certain to reap a large harvest of success. 


