
A CASE OF DEPRESSED FRACTURE OF 

THE SKULL. 

By A. W. DAWSON, 

MAJOR, I.M.S., 

Civil Surgeon, Eoorhhi. 

A Hindu, aged 33, was admitted into the 
Civil Hospital on the evening of the 14th Octo- 
ber 1899, suffering from depressed fracture of 

the frontal bone, with laceration of the brain. 

During an explosion of some fireworks at a 

native festival he was struck by a piece of 
bamboo, eight inches long and one and half inches 
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in diameter. When admitted to hospital, about 
two hours after the injury, he was more or less 
conscious, pupils dilated, pulse slow and weak, 
tongue dry. There was slight bleeding from the 
wound, which before had been considerable. The 
wound was circular in shape, one and half inches 
in diameter, and situated in the centre of the fore- 
head, the lower margin being about half an inch 
above the nasal bones. The splinters of the bone 
had been driven into the brain, which was lace- 
rated and protruded slightly. There was consider- 
able discharge of cerebro-spinal fluid. The edge 
of the bone around the fractured part was clean 
cut and not depressed. The splintered fragments 
of bone were removed, portions of the brain 
also coming away. The wound was dressed 

antiseptically. Next morning the patient was 
quite conscious ; temperature 9S?F., pupils slight- 
ly dilated. He had vomited once during the 

night. He complained of headache. On re- 

moving the dressing a little of the brain sub- 
stance came away on it, and pulsation of the 
brain was marked. The discharge of cerebral 
fluid continued for eight days, so much so that 
the wound had to be dressed daily. The severe 
headache continued for about ten days. The 

temperature never went above 99? F., and after 
the fourth day was below normal. Recovery was 
uninterrupted and complete. He left hospital 
in three weeks in perfect health, the wound 

being healed, leaving a depressed scar. No pul- 
sation could be discovered. He has now re- 
turned to his ordinary occupation. 


