
A MEDICO-LEGAL SUGGESTION. 

To the Editor of 
" 
The Indian Medical Gazette." 

Sir,?The medico-legal suggestion made by Dr. Motilal 
T. Avasia in your number of July 1915, is no doubt a ver.v 
interesting one, since it saves both time and trouble ; but how 
far is it safe to follow it is the first question of consideration. 
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In ray humble opinion there are various grounds to prevent 
medical men from following that suggestion even if they are 
required to opine very early. 
The reasons likely to prevent from following it are the 

following :? 
(a) The routine of post-mortem examination not only re- 

quires in poisoning cases to send stomach contents, but it 
also absolutely requires some portions of solid organs, namely, 
liver and spleen and kidney to be sent as shown in juris- 
prudence. 

(b) We read in jurisprudence that poison may disappear 
from the body by purging, vomiting, and by the urine or even 
may be decomposed during life and hence in such cases after 
death ; if only the contents of the stomach have been preserved 
for chemical analysis, the chemical analyser is sure to fail to 

detect any poison at least from the sample preserved and 
sent to him. 

(c) The importance of submitting the portions of solid 
viscera is mainly because the poison taken in tends to be 
absorbed in the said organs even if the poison has disappear- 
ed from the body by purging, vomiting, etc., during life. 

(d) Certain authorities concerned may not also accept an 
incomplete examination. 
To corroborate all these I deem it to be necessary to quote 

a line or two from " Lyon's Medical Jurisprudence " :? 
" The longer the duration of the case the less likely is it 

that any of the poison will be found after death in the 
contents of the stomach, and the more likely is it that if 

poison is detected at all in the body, it will only be found 
in solid viscera. Hence the importance of submitting the 
portions of these to analysis." 
In conclusion, I therefore say that the suggestion is only 

important to be put into practice where we have to satisfy 
our own'mind, but surely not so in cases (however requiring 
very early opinion) which are likely to be tried and then we 

have to stand in the courts as medical experts. 

Yours, etc., 
NARA.NJI M. GHELANI, 

Sab-Assistant Surgeon. 


