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It is rather with a view to showing our readers that we have not over- 
looked Dr. Carpenter's work on the microscope, than for the purpose of 
discussing it, that we prefer at once to advert to it briefly, than to delay 
our notice until more leisure and space would enable us to do full justice 
to it. The author's object is to guide the possessor of a microscope to 
the " intelligent study of any department of natural history that his 
individual tastes may lead him to follow out, and his particular circum- 
stances may give him facilities for pursuing." Hence the work neces- 

sarily excludes the consideration of pathological or industrial microscopy. 
These subjects would be too special to call for their admission into a book 
of the kind before us. 

After an introductory history of the microscope and microscopic 
research, five chapters are devoted to the optical principles of the micro- 
scope, The Construction of the Microscope, Accessory Apparatus, Manage- 
ment of the Microscope, and The Preparation, Mounting, and Collection 
of Objects. 
The remainder of the work is devoted to the microscopy of vegetable 

and animal tissues, and of the inorganic kingdom. These subjects are 
treated successively in fifteen chapters, under the following heads:?Pro- 
tophytes, The Higher Cryptogamia, Phanerogamic Plants, Protozoa, 
JForaminifera, Polycystina, Sponges, Zoophytes, Echinodermata, Polyzoa 
and Compound Tunicata, Molluscous Animals generally, Annulosa, Crus- 
tacea, Insects and Araclmida, Vertebrated Animals, Applications of the 
Microscope to Geology, and Inorganic or Mineral Kingdom, and Polar- 
ization. 
We have no doubt that the completeness of the information imparted, 

and the practical utility of the work, which is not a little enhanced by 
the admirable illustrations profusely scattered through it, will secure to 
it a reception in every way commensurate with the high reputation of the 
author. 


