
bERqeY'S MANUAL OF DETERMINATIVE BAC- 
' tRIOLOQV.- ?By D. H. Bergey. London: Ballllere, 

Jlndall and Cox, 1930. Pp. XVII plus 58?. Price, 
27?. net. 

This well-known manual is now in its third edition, 
?nd supplies a very long-felt want amongst 

bacteriologists. It is the only authoritative work on 

-? subject which gives a description of the majority 
-i organisms known to this science. 1 he book 

, ?uld be in every laboratory where _ cultural work is 

r?^lng undertaken for agriculture, hygiene or medicine. 
? 

e Present edition has been brought up to date, and 
L,, cral alterations have taken place in the nomenclature. 
*he genus Eberthclla has now been divided into two 

dtneri}' i-e-, the genus Shigella which includes the 

^sentcry group, and the true Eberthella, the typhoid 
a 
0uP- In the family Mycobacteriacea), four new genera 
described. There are several points in a book such 

R. ,}s ,which are open to criticism, for example the 
u led Micrococcus mclitcnsis and B. aborthus (Bang) 

e been placed in the genus Alkaligcncs, whereas they 

are much more closely allied to the genus Pasteurella. 
Again in many of the keys the organisms are divided 
not according to morphological characters, but upon 
their pathogenic or saprophytic habits. The cultural 
characters of the Mycobacterium leprae are given in 
detail, but it is still very doubtful whether this organism 
has ever been cultivated. We are inclined to think 
that too much stress has been laid on the behaviour of 
the growth of these organisms rather than on their 
morphological characters. Thus the genus Actinomyces 
is divided into four separate headings, viz., animal 
parasites, plant parasites, saprophytes, and thermophilic 
saprophytes, whilst secondary importance has been 
attached to the morphology of these parasites. Our 
experience leads us to believe that most of the so-called 
parasitic Actinomyces have a normal saprophytic 
existence in the soil, and only become parasitic when 
accidently introduced into the tissues of man by 
trauma. 
The order Spirochajtacea) has been divided into six 

genera, two of the genera contain organisms which are 
free living in water, namely, Saprospira and Spirochceta. 
Four of them however are parasitic, namely Cristispira 
which is found in mussels, the genera Borrelia and 
Treponema in the blood in animals or man, and 

Leptospira in rodents and in man. 
The book contains an enormous mass of information 

in the 561 pages of small print, and for each family, 
tribe and genera a key is given which makes it very 
helpful in identifying the particular bacteria^ concerned. 
As bacteriology is a comparatively young science every 
effort should be made to prevent confusion in the 
nomenclature such as has already occurred in some of 
the older sciences. 
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