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TiiK modern development of psycho-patho- 
logy has revolutionised our former conceptions 
about insanity. The modern, present-day and 

intensive study of insane acts discloses the fact 
that terrible crimes, such as murder, are not 

really the motiveless acts that they often appear 
to be. The motive is there, but buried in the 

sub-conscious mind. The following- case illu- 

strates this:? 
A young Sonthal, by name Supol, was brought 

to the Noakhali sub-jail for murdering in 

the street, without any apparent motive, a young 
Mahomedan boy, who was entirely unknown to 
him, and whom he then saw for the first time in 
his life. On examination, his general health was 
good, and there was no evidence of any 
organic or nervous system disease. His general 
demeanour, however, was that of a very absent- 
minded person, with vacant look, unconcerned 
as to his surroundings, yet answering questions 
truthfully, straight-forwardly and without cir- 
cumlocution. From his confession made in court 
it appeared that the murder was entirely without 
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motive, that there was no attempt at concealment, 
no accomplices, no premeditation, and no repent- 
ance for the act, although a voluntary confession 
of the facts was made. The whole trend of the 

confession, in brief, shewed that the murder 
was committed in a fit of insanity. 
An examination of the family history of the 

prisoner, however, threw a very full revelation 

upon the causes for the murder. His mother 
had four children, of whom the accused and a 
younger brother alone survived. After his 
father's death, she married Fudan Manjhi, a 

widower with one daughter and one son. The 
accused took a most intense dislike?even hatred 
?to this new step-brother. His mother now 

gave birth to a daughter, who died, as also did 
her second husband. She now absconded with 
a third mate, leaving her children at large and 
entirely uncared for. 
The children were taken over by a brother of 

the second husband, a step-uncle, with the excep- 
tion of the accused's younger brother, who was 
taken over by an aunt. The accused took refuge 
with a third person, Kanah Manjhi, who agreed 
to feed him in return for his carrying out house- 
hold duties. Growing up in a casual and un- 

cared for and random way, he drifted finally into 
the household of one, Raghu Manjhi, and when 
a youth became enamoured of a girl named 

Pendo, whom he used to visit stealthily at nights. 
He was caught by the parents of the girl one 

night and compelled to marry her; also to furnish 
a dowry upon marriage, which he could ill afford. 
He now went to live in his father-in-law's 

house, but soon quarrelled seriously with his 

relatives-in-law, especially with a young brother- 
in-law, aged about 12, and even with his wife. 
Fierce inter-family quarrels led to his being 
expelled from his house, and a threatened appeal 
to the police. He now became a wanderer at 

large. 
A few days subsequent to this, he stated that 

he had a dream. '' Mother Kali came to me in 
the night and told me to kill a man, and then go 
to Harishbhandrapur, where I will be a king 
there." The next morning he went out, com- 

mitted the apparently motiveless murder, and 

when arrested by the police, explained that ha 
was a king, with the powers to impose punish- 
ment. 

In brief, the history of the patient's mental 
life reveals the causes underlying the motiveless 
murder. In his boyhood we have the intense 
hatred of his young step-brother, interfering witii 
his affection for his step-sister. Later in life, 
hating his young brother-in-law and dispossessed 
of his wife, he was led in the realms of fancy to 
an imaginary exalted position in which he could 
be superior to all obstacles. Threatened with 

being made over to the Harishbhandrapur police, 
he became in fancy a king of the same place, 
with authority superior to that of the police. 
The Kali dream suggested the necessity to prove 
that authority; whilst his previous hatred of his 
step-brother and his brother-in-law,?both boys 

?indicated that a boy of about that age should 
be the victim. The murder was, in effect, the 

satisfaction of a suppressed desire. It is curious 
that the accused told me that, when he went out 
armed with a sword to commit murder, the first 
person whom he met was an adult male, but that 
lie left him alone. On meeting the murdered 
boy, he thought that the victim had been sent by 
the villagers as a sacrifice to his, overwhelming 
authority. 
The case illustrates the sub-conscious train of 

thought which led up to the act. That the 

patient was insane at the time when he committed 
the murder, I have no doubt at all. 


