
"THE EXTRACTION OF THE LENS IN ITS 
CAPSULE (SMITH'S OPERATION) BY DIVISION 

OF THE SUSPENSORY LIGAMENT." 

To the Editor o/"The Indian Medical Gazette." 

Sir,?I was much interested in Captain Nesfield's article 
tinder the above title in the July number of the Indian 
Medical Gazette just received. 
My experience has been much the same as his, namely?, 

that with the amount of pressure I was prepared to apply, I 
was able to deliver the lens in its capsule successfully in 
only about one case in ten. I was led in the same way to 
consider some modification of Smith's operation that would 
get over the resistance of the suspensory ligament; and it 
occurred to me to do this operation, which has now been 
described by Captain Nesfield. 
I did not however think it would be necessary to incise the 

ligament at more than one spot. I was of opinion that once 
released at the upper part, it would readily give way else- 
where, and I planned to do the operation in this way, and 
discussed it with my Hospital Assistant and one or two 
other persons. This was a year and a half ago, I wns 

unfortunately unable to try the operation I had planned, 
as I took leave from Meshed, almost immediately after. 

I was tempted to think that perhaps the suspensory liga- 
ment of the Persian was tougher than that of the native 
of India, but Captain Nesfield's experience controverts 
this. I think we are indebted to him for putting this opera- 
tion to the test and drawing attention to it. If it enables 
the Surgeon to remove the lens in its capsule without such 
risk of vitreous prolapse as is inseparable from Smith's 

operation, it is a great advance : and should prove particular- 
ly acceptable to young operators 

I hope that some of our experienced operators in India will 
give us the benefit of their views on this procedure. 

I am still of opinion that such an extensive sweep round 
the ligament as Captain Nesfield describes is hardly likely 
to be necessary. In at least a good many cases, releasing it 
at one point would probably permit the easy delivery of the 
lens and capsule entire. 

Yours faithfully, 
W. ROTHNEY I3ATTYE, 

M.S. (LOND.), F.R.O.S., 
Captain, i.m.s. 

Duns, N. B., 
5th August 1909. 


