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A CASE OF VARIOLA TREATED BY 
VACCINATION. 

By C. D. CHATTERJI, b.sc., m.b., b.s., 

Medical Officer, Kapurtlicila Dispensary, Lucknow. 

Mr. F. came to Lucknow with a son aged five years 
and a daughter aged eight years. The son got an attack 
of fever on the 16th May, 1929, and developed rashes 
on the 19th May. The rashes developed into a severe 

confluent type of variola and the child died on the 29th 
May. His sister aged eight years was brought to my 
dispensary on the 31st May, suffering from fever 
(temperature 104?F.). Her face was flushed but she 
showed no other symptoms, except slight pain in her 
joints. I diagnosed the case as one of smallpox and 
advised immediate vaccination. She was vaccinated the 
same evening. From that date the temperature never 
went below 104?F. and an ice cap was constantly applied. 
On the 3rd June (the fourth day following vaccina- 
tion), pimples appeared on her face, forearms, hands, 
legs and feet which two days later developed into 
typical variola, but in a milder form. On the 6th June, 
the pimples appeared on the sites of vaccination and 
her fever, came down to 102?F. Henceforth her con- 
valescence was rapid and uninterrupted, the fever leav- 
ing her on the 7th June; the pustules quickly dried up 
and she was able to leave her bed after a week. The 
pustules of the vaccination took the usual time to dry 
up. 

The point to be noted in this case was that the 
child was not previously vaccinated. This sug- 
gests that if cases of smallpox are vaccinated in 
the earliest stage, the attack becomes milder and 
the patient may be saved; however, the advisability 
of vaccinating a patient when the system is 

already under the reaction of an acute infection 
cannot be settled unless numerous experiments of 
this nature are made with favourable results. 
The patient may not be able to tolerate the effects 
of vaccination over and above the severe reaction 
of variola. 


