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PULMONARY EDEMA AND INFLAMMATION. By Cecil K.
Drinker. Harvard University Press, Cambridge, Mass., 1945.
viii + 106 pp. $2.50.

This monograph is concerned not so much with the immediate causes of
pulmonary edema and inflammation as with an interpretation of the funda-
mental mechanisms involved in terms of the anatomy and physiology of the
lungs. The minute structure of the lungs is evaluated from the standpoint
of the elements favoring transudation and exudation into the alveolar spaces,
as well as the factors opposing this tendency. The work reflects throughout
the author's well-known interest in the physiology and the pathology of the
lymphatic system, and its unique functions in the lung are carefully considered.
The author stresses particularly the role of anoxia in bringing about altera-
tions in the capillary permeability of the alveolar vessels, and therefore the
great importance of proper oxygen therapy when pulmonary edema threatens.
The monograph obviously does not aim at completeness. It represents pri-
marily Dr. Drinker's interpretations and experimental results, rather than
the many conflicting points of view in this field. The facile style of this work
is in keeping with the fact that all but one of the chapters constituted a recent
series of lectures presented by the author at the Bowman Gray School of
Medicine.

-M. TAGER.

THE HISTORY OF SURGICAL ANAESTHESIA. By Thomas E.
Keys. New York, Schuman's, 1945. xxx + 191 pp. $6.

This timely book starts with a preface by the author te'lling how it came
into being and acknowledging his indebtedness to certain authorities in anaes-
thesia. An introductory essay by Chauncey D. Leake briefly epitomizes the
history of anaesthesia, discusses the concepts of pain and anaesthesia, gives the
important collections of bibliographic material in the field, and tells of his own
association and contributions in anaesthesia. This last provides an interesting
cross-section of the extraordinary developments in the past quarter of a cen-
tury and provides material for the future historian. One then comes to the
meat of the volume, occupying some 92 pages, the first third of which deals
with the history of anaesthesia down to a century ago including the epochal
years of its introduction into practise. The second third is concerned with the
development from then to the present of the various forms of anaesthesia,
each being treated as a topic in itself. This leads to a less disjointed narrative
in the individual fields, but makes it somewhat more difficult for the unin-
formed reader to reconstruct the entire picture. However, the last third,
which deals with the physiologic and pharmacologic background and other
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more general matters, serves to bring the divisions together, and so amply
justifies anaesthesia as a major professional field for research and practise.

The remainder of the volume, and to some this will be the most useful,
is concerned with the bibliography of the subject, arranged first as references
arising in the preceding section, then those associated with a chronological
table of events, and lastly a selected list arranged by sulbject.

A brief note by John F. Fulton is appended concerning "The Morton
and Warren Tracts on Ether (Letheon)," perhaps as a titbit to whet th.
appetite of the bibliophile.

There is an ample index and some 43 well-chosen illustrations. The
format and production are according to the standards one has come to expect
of Schuman's.

This is not a definitive history of anaesthesia, nor do I presume that
Major Keys intends it to be. Indeed, it is impossible to write one when a
situation is so rapidly changing, as has been the case in anaesthesia during
the past quarter of a century. It might lbetter be described as a memorandum
ad interim and should prove of great value. To the anaesthetist it provides a
ready means of refreshing his memory concerning what has gone before in
his field; to the student, it is an inspiring exposition of the application of
physiology and pharmacology in practise, and to those who wish to explore
the literature of the subject, it affords a ready initial bibliography. Most
important of all, it marks in a way the coming of age of another special field,
and should aid in attracting to it in greater number those of promising ability.

-SAMUEL C. HARVEY.
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