
BLACK-WATER FEVER IN DUARS. 

To the Editor of "The Indian Medical Gazette." 

Sir,?Referring to the subject of cholera on which I wrote to 
you in December last I give you some notes' of the following 
experience. Towards the close of last rains in a dry hot break, I was 
sent for by the Manager of the Tea Estate, and found that in one 
section of the cooly lines a number of them had died after a very 
rapid illness which appeared to have been cholera. Soon I found 
that it was something else, viz., that strong healthy men and 
women were taken ill, and in three or four hours fell into a collapse 
and died. I got piuikhas for the patients and used all antithermal 
remedies, and in this way saved about twelve cases. When the sick- 
ness was at its height (fourth day of epidemic) a storm with 
drenching rain c ime, and in the following morning there was not a 
single sick person in the lines. There was much discussion as 
to the nature of these attacks. I think they must be attributed 
to the abnormal heat. 

I have had several cases here of fever of the black-wator type. 
It is very characteristic ; it seems to occur at any time of year. It 
is rapidly followed by a depression of the cardiac system, some 
patients have had second attacks, and are left with permanent 
cardiac weakness. The urine is voided in large quantities of a thick 
guminy consistence. If kept, it became semi-solid like a clot. 
Sickness and vomiting was excessive in some cases and in one 
case diarrhoea. Jaundice is often well marked. The nerve pros- 
tration is a marked symptom. Instant removal of the patient 
from his environment I lind very effectual ; beer and sodawater I 
find very useful. 

Yours, &c., 
A. J. COPPLESTONE, m.b. Tan Duaks, April 1901. 

[We shall be obliged if s,ny medical officer resident in the Duars can 
send us an account of black-water fever in those parts. The visit of the 
ltoyal Society delegates to India will, it is hoped, throw more light 011 
the occurrence of thii symptom in the Duars,?Ed,, I. M. G ] 


