
VARIETIES. 

Resignation of Professor C. D. Meigs?At the close of the last lecture 
term of the Jefferson Medical College, in Philadelphia, Professor Charles D. 

Meigs resigned the Emeritus Professorship of Obstetrics and the Diseases of 
Women and Children. Dr M. has been connected with the College for 

twenty-five years, and he now takes leave of it and of the more active duties 
of the profession. 
The Case of the Lunatic Clark.?We understand that the mother of 

Clark, who murdered a tax-collector at Newcastle, received an additional 
allowance from the poor's-rate when he was young, because of his insanity. If 
this be correct, the conduct of the case is even more discreditable than gener- 
ally believed. 
Appointment of Acting Surgeons in the Navy.? We are glad to learn 

that for some time past all candidates for the office of acting surgeon in the 
navy have been subjected to a rigid examination. This has something of the 
character of shutting the door after the horse is stolen, but will no doubt do 
some good. If this rule had been adopted in the navy, as it was from the first 
in this State, with reference to the army, we should not have to regret the 
appointment of several knaves and charlatans, whom we might mention, to 
offices of such grave responsibility. We shudder at the probable fate of the 
subjects of the surgical treatment of some of those to whom heretofore this 
responsible trust has been confided. Is it too late, even now, to sift out the 
chaff from the wheat among those already holding commissions, by requiring 
them to pass a satisfactory examination ??Boston Medical and Surgical Journal. 

Re-Vaccination among the New York State Troops.?From the Report 
?f the Surgeon-General of the State of New York?for a copy of which we are 
indebted to Dr W. C. Wey, of Elmira, who has charge of the military hospital 
at that place?it appears to have been intended by the authorities that every 
soldier should be vaccinated before leaving the State, even though evidences of 
a former vaccination might exist. A general order to this effect was issued to 
all the regimental surgeons, with sufficient vaccine matter to carry it into 
execution. The Eastern Dispensary of the City of New York furnished 

gratuitously all the virus required?the amount supplied being sufficient for 
over 50,000 men?and the order was rigidly complied with. The whole 
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number reported as vaccinated by the different surgeons up to December 1, 
1861, was 9248. Among this number there existed evidences of previous 
vaccination upon 7586. Whole number found susceptible to the virus, 2403. 
Number found susceptible upon whom existed evidences of previous vaccina- 
tion, 1551. Of 1045 persons included in last statement, whose ages were 

ascertained, 847 were between 18 and 25 years; 150 between 25 and 35; 48 
between 35 and 45. It thus appears that 25*9 per cent, of all vaccinated, and 
20 per cent, of those who showed evidence of previous vaccination, were found 
susceptible to the virus. One case of varioloid is also reported in a man 

showing all the distinctive marks of successful vaccination, and also one case 
in which an individual who had had the smallpox was found susceptible to the 
action of the virus.?Ibid. 

Eight Children at a Birth.?[We copy the following from the Boston 
Medical and Surgical Journal. Although the details are given with great 
precision, we cannot but look upon the announcement as a specimen of what 
is known across the Atlantic as " tall talk."]?On the 2d of August, Mrs 
Timothy Bradlee, of Trumbull County, Ohio, gave birth to eight children? 
three boys and five girls. They are all living, and are healthy, but quite 
small. Mr Bradlee was married six years ago to Eunice Mowery, who weighed 
273 pounds on the day of her mai-riage. She has given birth to two pairs of 
twins, and now eight more, making twelve children in six years. Mrs Bradlee 
was a triplet, her mother and father both being twins, and her grandmother 
the mother of five pairs of twins. 


