
Correspondence 
We hope to publish more communications on medical 

education in later issues. The correspondents are likely 
to solve one another's problems. 

FURTHER EDUCATION OF MEDICAL 
LICENTIATES 

Sir,?The above subject is receiving important 
attention at the hands of the Central Government as 
expressed by the Hon'ble Minister for Public Health in 
her speech at Calcutta last month. 

It is proposed that the life of the Lake Medical 
College be extended. This means that every six months 
one hundred and fifty doctors are attracted to this 
place away from the sphere of their normal activities. 
There is quite a good number being trained in other 
institutions in Calcutta and elsewhere. 

That the country is in dire need of more doctors 
and better doctors has been repeated by anybody and 
everybody in season and out of season. The licentiates 
have been having the condensed course since 1931 
when the Madras University took the initiative. The 
profession and the authorities have had sufficient time 
to review this scheme alid it has to be reconsidered 
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if a two-j'ear course is essential for these medical 
practitioners to enable them to sit for their Final M.B. 
The licentiates underwent a four-year course, two 

years in pre-clinical subjects and two years in a hospital. 
It therefore stands to reason- that, in justice to the 
large number of the suffering public deprived of the 
services of these persons (already considered fit to 

practise medicine, surgery and midwifery) as well as 

in fairness to these doctors themselves the condensed 
course should not extend to a period more than twelve 
months. But we all know how conservative some of 
our topmen are. So it is hoped you will express your 
views on the subject which is of some importance to 
the profession. 

Yours, etc., 
S. S. BISWAS. 

R. B. Avenue, 
Calcutta, 

18th January, 1949. J 


