
PARESIS FOLLOWING EMETINE 
INJECTIONS. 

By B. D. PAL, m.b., b.S-j 

Toungoo, Burma. 

Though emetine is known to have a depres- 
sant action on the muscular and nervous sys- 
tems, cases of actual paresis following injections 
of emetine hydrochloride are rare, and the follow- 
ing may be of interest. 
Case 1.?A Chinese lady had six hypodermic 
injections of emetine hydrochloride in the arm; 
after the third injection she developed increas- 
ing weakness in both upper extremities, and 

eventually could hardly lift up her hand or any- 

thing else. The paresis gradually extended to 

both lower extremities by the sixth injection, and 
she could not stand or walk properly. The 

knee-jerk reflex was diminished. The injections 
were discontinued and the paresis gradually 
passed off i)i toto. She also complained of great 
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depression and weakness during the course of 
treatment. 

Case 2.?A European liad paresis of the upper 
extremity following" injections of emetine in the 
arm; he found difficulty in writing and in lifting 
Up anything. 

Case 3.?A Burman rapidly developed paresis 
in both upper extremities, and after the second 
injection could not pass his urine which had to 
lfe drawn off with a catheter thrice daily. The 
emetine was discontinued, and all these effects 

passed off. 

Cas,e 4.?An Indian developed paresis after the 
sixth injection; discontinuance of the treatment 
relieved him of the trouble. 

In all these cases, the hydrochloride of emetine 
(" Tabloid," B. W. & Co.) was used, and several 
persons were injected from the same tube; (each 
tube has a dozen tablets). The dose was one 

grain daily hypodermically, for the first three 

injections, and then one every third day. 
None of the other patients had any trouble. 

There was no pain or swelling or abscess forma- 
tion at the site of injection. All the cases were 
of amoebic dysentery, and were relieved of their 
complaint by the treatment. 


