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The effects of the inoculation of the virus of syphilis, 
the resulting phenomena, the period of their occurrence, 

the tissues implicated in the morbific action, their changes 
whether in structure or merely in function or both, the 

local or general results in any particular member or organ, 
the modification in the duties assigned by Nature to such 
member or organ, are one and all of them so diverse and 

distinct in kind and severity that the subject has very 

rightly attracted the attention alike of Surgeons, Physi- 
cians and Gynaecologists, and it is to this interchange of 

thought, of teaching, and to mutual assistance both in 

regard to addition and to subtraction (by open discussion 

and criticism of erroneous doctrines) that our knowledge 
has arrived at its present state with the promise of still 

farther advance and perfection. 
" 
By mutual confidence and mutual aid 
Great deeds are done and great advances made," 

Homer. 

It is to certain intra-cranial lesions and their effects on 
the action of muscles that I propose here to invite the 
attention of the reader. 

The pathology of these intra-cranial syphilitic affec- 

tions (which are numerous) varies according to the anatomi- 
cal and histological differences, the importance and func- 

tion of the part directly or indirectly implicated. 
I will only direct attention to the commonest of these 

specific maladies, viz.?gummatous growths. The effects 

produced by these, for which the medical practitioner is 

consulted, will of course vary, and vary immensely with 
their size, seat, &c. &c. Out of eleven cases which came 

under my observation seven were under my own personal 
care, on reference to the notes of which, I find that 

in all of them there was contraction of different 

(regionally) voluntary muscles, with loss of power of 

the limb or organ supplied by them; in all of them 

nearly there was noticed more or less alteration in 

speech ; in one it amounted to almost complete aphasia ; 
in others this was less severe, and only consisted in a sort 

of faulty or hesitating mode of conversation, giving the 
listener the idea that the speaker seemed doubtful whether 
he was actually expressing what he really wished to : in 

two, loss or impairment of sexual power was brought to my 
notice, as having followed the muscular contraction ; one 
of these, an Officer of the Indian Staff Corps, a strong 
muscular man in the prime of life, of active habits (being 
a capital shikari), complained of this latter symptom 
as the most prominent. In another case my notes say 

that accompanying the contraction there was a period of 

eleven days' cerebral excitement, so much so that it became 

necessary to have recourse to means of placing the 

patient under restraint. 

Out of these eleven cases six were males and one female, 
and it was only in one case that an opportunity presented 
itself for an autopsy, and the diagnosis made during life 

became fully and satisfactorily confirmed. 

I will not engage the time of the reader by citing all 

these very interesting cases, in addition to which I was 

lucky to see and to remember the other four which came 

under the care of others ; but will only place before him 
the notes of one case, leaving him to form his own 

diagnosis as the case terminated in recovery. T. R., a Eu- 

ropean <et. 35 years, by occupation a Railway guard, was 
admitted into Hospital under my care on 19th December 
1877 with the history that, about twenty years ago, he 
used to be subject to what he called " fits,"0 and that six 

years before he sought my advice he had contracted 

chancre ; the sores were said to be multiple with suppura- 
ting bubos, in each groin; these had to be lanced ; he 

never noticed any rash to follow, but gave a rather 

vague account of sore-throat from which he suffered 

at different times; he could not however state for 

certain that these were not the results of ordinary cold. 

He now came to hospital for his right hand and right 
foot, which were contracted; he was not able to open 

the former without the aid of the other hand, or to grasp 
any object with it, and the appearance of the latter was 

not unlike that of talipes varus ; the great toe of that foot 

was contracted to a marked degree, and he was not able 

to rest the foot flat on the floor ; on letting the weight 
of the body rest on the affected lower extremity he felt a sen- 

* Described more like syncope than epileptiform seizures. 
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?ation as if a cord were tightly tied round the knee joint; 
the hand could with some difficulty be forcibly opened 
out, and the patient could to a certain extent do this him- 
self with his other hand, but immediately the aid was with- 

drawn the hand recontracted into its previous form. 
There was no ptosis or paralysis of other cranial nerves. 

He had a hesitating manner of speech with a slight stam- 
mer which he did not remember before. Sexual power and 

desire were diminished. The only objective symptom of 

syphilis was orchitis (of the left side more especially), 
testicular sensation had disappeared, the glands were ob- 

long in shape, both were affected, but the right very slightly. 
The patient was placed under the influence of mercury 

(the weather being cold) in combination with Iodide of 

Potassium, and in about a fortnight marked improvement 
was noticed) and with the return of testicular sensation; 
in fact there was some pain or rather tenderness, and in 
about three weeks thereafter he was discharged perfectly 
cured. 


