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Cases illustrating early appearance of 
signs of advanced decomposition of 
dead bodies in hot and rainy seasons. 

(1) A Mahomedan female, aged 42 years, 
was poisoned with dhatura, she died at about 
noon of 9th May 1901. Her body was examined 
at 8-30 A.M. the next day, i.e., twenty hours and 
a half after death. Signs of decomposition: 
Body muscular, swollen and emphysematous; 
face of dark bluish colour ; bloody froth escaped 
from the nostrils and mouth. Several vesicles 

appealed on the swollen arms, neck and chest. 
Abdomen distended; escape of faeces through the 
anus; scalp discoloured. The brain was soft, 
pulpy, and could not be removed from the cranial 
cavity. The lungs were of dark bluish colour, 
vesicles appeared on their surfaces. The heart, 
the liver, the kidneys and the organs of genera- 
tion were decomposed. 
The temperature on the day of her death was 

89aF.; maximum temperature, 105?F.; the mini- 
mum temperature, 79?F.; the wet bulb thermo- 
meter stood at 68?F. 

(2) A Hindu male, aged 30 years, was severe- 
ly assaulted by a lathi, and died between 5 and 6 
P.M. on 21st October 1900. His body was ex- 
amined 15 hours after death. Signs : Bod}' stout 
and muscular; abdomen distended ; frothy fluid 
issued from the nostrils and mouth. The brain 
?7as soft in consistence. The heart, the liver, 
and the kidneys were discoloured and softened ; 
the intestines and the peritoneum were slightly 
decomposed. 
The maximum temperature was 86*5 F.; the 

minimum 71'oF.; the dry bulb thermometer 
showed 80?F. and the wet bulb 75?F 

(3) A Hindu male, aged 40 years, was beaten 
to death. He had several wounds and fractures 
on his body. He died on 30th May 1901 be- 
tween 5 and 6 a.m. Autopsy at 3 a.m. on the 
next day, i.e., 26 hours after death. Post-mortem 

appearances: Body stout, muscular, swollen 
and emphysematous; abdomen distended; vesi- 
cation on the left thigh and leg; the brain was 
soft in consistence; the lungs, the heart, the 
lever and the kidneys discoloured and softened. 
The temperature was 82? F.; the maximum, 

86?F.; the minimum, 76?F.; and the wet bulb, 
77?F. 

(4) A Hindu male, aged 37 years, was severe- 
ly assaulted and died between 5 and 6 a.m. on 
30th May 1901. His body was examined 28 
hours after. Signs: Body stout and emphyse- 
matous; faeces escaped from the anus; abdomen 
distended; a few bullae appeared on the left 

thigh. The brain was soft in consistence. The 

lungs, the liver, the spleen and the kidneys were 
/discoloured and softened. 

The temperature was the same as mentioned 
in the previous case. 

(5) A little girl, four years old, died between 
seven and eleven o'clock A.M., on 8th July 1898, 
from compound fracture of the skull, the result 
of latlii blows. Post-mortem examination was 
held at 9-30 a.m. on 9th July 1898, i.e., at least 
twenty-six hours and a half after. Signs: Abdo- 
men distended and of greenish colour ; leftside of 
the face of dark bluish colour. The brain was 
of soft consistence; a few small vesicles on the 
surface of both the lungs; the heart was dis- 
coloured and softened ; vesicles appeared on the 
surface of the liver, which was of dark bluish 
colour ; the kidneys decomposed. 
The temperature was 89'5?F.; the maximum, 

94'5'F.; the minimum, 81?F.; wet-bulb, 83*5?F. 
(6) A Hindu male, aged 40 years, died at 

about 8 P.M. on 2nd July 1900, from fracture of 
the skull from lathi blows. Autopsy 37 hours 
after. Signs: Body swollen, discoloured and 

crepitant; face and both the arms of dark bluish 

colour; cuticle detached, and bullae appeared on 
different parts of the body; eyes swollen; the 

tongue protruded ; escape of faeces from the anus ; 
abdomen distended; the hairs on the head easily 
detached; sanguineous fluid flowed from the 

nostrils; the superficial veins on the neck and 
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head prominent; the 
brain was soft and pulpy and 

o reddish colour Both the lungs decomposed, 
olebs formed on their surfaces. The heart was 

soft ill consistence. 1 lie mucous membrane of 

tlie stomach was of dark brown colour The 

liver, the spleen, the kidneys 
and the generative 

organs were discoloured 
and softened 

? 

,femPeratu'e tlle of death was 

M the maximum,92 b.; the minimum, 77?F 

on the next day the temperature 84?F. ? the 

maximum 95?F. and the minimum 
818F 

' 

(7) A iiealthy Hindu woman, aged 
50 years 

committed suicide by taking opium. She died 

between 3 and 6 A.M. 
on 20th June 190i. Her 

body was examined 
at 10 a.m on 21st June 1C01 

i.e., at least 30 hours 
after Post-mortem appear- 

ances: Body stout, muscular 
and emphysematous- 

abdomen distended, face swollen and of dark 

bluish colour; escape 
of sanguineous fluid from 

the nostrils, and of feces from the anus The 

brain was softened. 1 he heart, the liver and the 

kidneys were discoloured and 
of soft consistence 

, 
,,li temperature 

was 88?F.; the maximum; 
103 F ; the minimum 

82 B? and by the wet 

bulb thermometer 82 
J?. 

(8) A Hindu male 
35 years oId> quarre)led 

with another man and 
was assaulted He died 

from acute peritonitis caused by violence on the 
abdomen at midnight on i5th March m 

Autopsy o2 hours after death. Signs: Body 

swollen and crepitant; some blebs appeared on 
the abdomen ; sanious frothy fluid is8Ued f 

the nostrils and mouth; fac swoJJen ^ ̂ 

dark bluish colour; t le superficial veins on the 

neck and face prominent; feces e(, f 

the anus; abdomen distended; the Jivinn- mem- 

brane of the trachea 
was of dusky red colour 

h?art' tile liver, the spiee,, and the kidneys 

were discoloured and softened. The organs of 

generation were 
swollen and decomnosed" 

The temperature 
was 69?F ? ??!? 

85'5?F.; the minimum, o7?F. atid | 'the""""/ 
bulb, 57'5?F. 

' by the wet 

(9) A Hindu male, aged 50, was struck with 

a sword on the head 
and 0n other *1 

body; the skull 
was dividedand'tCub^ 

5 p m? September 190^1^ f, 
*"<> 

o i o 
, i ionn 

? -autopsy at 9 a.m. 

on 3rd September 1900, at least 42 , 

alter death Post-mm an .. Appearances?Bodv 
swollen and emphysematous; abdomen distend- 
ed ; the superficial layers 

of the skin detached 

from the cutis on 
several parfcs ^ bod 

Ihe brain was softened and could not be 

removed from the 
cranial cavity ; the surface of 

Its left hemisphere ?as of greenish hue; bulte 

appeared on the surface 
of the lungs ? the heai-i 

the peritoneum, the 
liver, the spleen, the kidneys 

and the organs of generation 
were decomposed! 

The temperature 
on the day of death was 

m 
^ the minimum, 

(9.0 B.; the wet bulb, 
80 F.; ou th(J next(J ^ 

maximum, 89 F. 
J 

(10) A Mahomedan male, aged 30 years, was 
stabbed in the chest with a knife at about 

10 P.M. on 21st April 1899. The heart and the 

lu'nob were wounded. He died the same night 
a few hours after. His body was examined 

at 7 A.M. on 23rd April 1899. Signs: Body 
stout and crepitant; abdomen distended; fecal 

matter escaped through the anus; bloody froth 
issued from the nostrils; the face was of dark 

bluish colour; the brain was very soft and could 

not be removed entire. The heart, the peritoneum, 
the liver and the kidneys were decomposed. 
The average temperature on the day of death 

and on the?next day was 84?F.; the average 
maximum, 98 5?F. 

(11) A Hindu male, aged 4o years, was 

struck with a sword in different parts of bis body. 
He had several incised wounds. He died on 

the afternoon of 1st September 1900 between 

3 and 5 P.M. Autopsy at 9 A.M. on 3.d 

September 1900, i ?, 
at least 41 hours after. 

Sio-ns- Body swollen and emphysematous, 
the face was of dark colour ; blebs appeared in 

different parts of the body; the epidermis de- 
tached on several places; the tongue protruded? 
the superficial veins'on the arms distinct; abdo- 

men distended; the feces escaped from the 

anus The brain was very soft and could not 

be removed from the cranial cavity ; vesication 

appeared on the surface of the lungs, which were 

discoloured. The heart, the liver, the spleen, 
the kidneys and the generative organs were 

decomposed. 
The maximum temperature on the day of 

death was 88 3'F. and on the next day S9?F.; 
the dry bulb thermometer 

83 t. and 84 F.; the 

wet bulb 80?F. 

(12) A Hindu male, aged 22, was stabbed on 
-ihdomen The stomach and the intestines 

were wounded. He died at about midnight on 
1st June 1899. His body was examined at 7 

am on 3rd June 1899, i.e., 31 hours after. Post- 

mortem appearances: Body muscular, swollen 
and crepitant; the abdomen distended ; blebs ap- 

peared in different parts of the body; sangui- 
neous fluid issued from the nostrils; feces escaped 
through the anus. The brain was very soft 

and pulpy, and could 
not be removed from, its 

position. Several bullse formed on the surface 

of the heart, the lungs, the liver, and the spleen, 
which were all discolouied and soltened. 
The temperature was 

88 5?F.; the maximum, 
107?F.; the minimum, 82?F.; the wet bulb, 83?F. 

(13)' A Hindu male, aged 35, was wounded on 
tl.P i.Pok ? the right carotid vessels was divided. 

He died'at about 9 P.M. on 2nd April 1898. 

Autopsy 34 hours after. Signs: Body muscular- 
swollen and emphysematous; several blebs on the 
chest containing thin, sanguineous fluid; the 

cuticle detached at parts; the abdomen distend- 
ed ? feces escaped from the anus; several bullae 

appeared in the inner coat of the stomach. The 

scrotum was swollen and discoloured. 
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The temperature was 93? F.; maximum 104? F; 
the minimum 73? F.; the wet bulb 69? F. 
Remarks.?In these cases the earliest period of 

appearance of vesication on the surface of the 

body was within twenty hours and a half after 
death in the month of May, and within 31 hours 
in June, and that of decomposition of the internal 
organs, and of development of gaseous products, 
as manifested by the distension of the abdomen, 
or by the exudation of froth from the mouth 
and nostrils, was ivithin fifteen hours in October. 
The shortest period for formation of gases re- 

corded in cases observed in the Campbell Medical 
School, Calcutta, in 1883,* was sixteen hours and 
ten minutes in October, and of appearance of 
vesicles on the body 35 hours in July. The soft 

pulpy condition of the brain for which the organ 
could not be removed entire from the cranium 
occurred within twenty hours and a half in May, 
within 31 hours in June, 37 hours in July and 41 
hours in September. All the signs of decomposi- 
tion were really manifest earlier than the time 

noted, because they appeared within, and not 
exactly at, the hours mentioned. The circum- 
stances which afFect the progress of decomposition 
are of a variable character. Though it is difficult 
to determine the period of death from the progress 
of putrifaction, these observations may, however, 
prove a useful guide to infertile time of death. 

II. 

Two oases of suicidal cut-throat: severe 
injuries in one : transverse cuts in 
both. 

(1). A Hindu male, aged 35 years, committed 
suicide in the court lock-up, Bankipore, on 17th 
July 1897, by cutting his throat with a knife. 
His body was examined the same day. Marks 
of injuries :a transverse incised wound in front of 
the neck, about five inches long and four inches 
broad, reaching down to the spine; the trachea 
was divided just below the cricoid cartilage; the 
oesophagus and the right carotid artery were 
cut through. The divided portions of the 
trachea were much retracted. 

Such suicidal injuries from their situation, 
direction, and depth are not common. 

(3) A pregnant Hindu female, aged 20 years, 
attempted to commit suicide by cutting her 
throat for severe agonising pains during deli- 
very. She really died from rupture of the 
uterus. Post-mortem appearances: transverse 
cut in front of the neck below the Pomum 
Adami, inches long, the skin was divided. The 
uterus was enlarged and ruptured at the cervix 
anteriorly, causing a large aperture to allow the 
foetus to pass into the abdominal cavity, where 
it was lying with the back and buttocks anterior- 
ly, enveloped in the membranes partly torn and 
resting on the chest over the uterus which was 

compressed; the direction of the rupture was 

* See below p. 255.?Ed,, I, M. G. 

transverse; the lower segment encircling the 

neck of the foetus ; the edges of the tear sof- 

tened ; infiltration of blood in the muscular fibres 
which looked gangrenous. The head of the 

foetus protruded through the vagina ; the uterus 

was empty ; the fundus contracted, lying above 
the pelvic cavity. The foetus was full grown. 
The suicidal wound on the throat was trans- 

verse and not oblique. 
III. 

The length of time required for diges- 
tion of Indian food in the stomach and 
its medico-legal import. 
The presence of undigested food, or absence 

of food, in the stomach, is sometimes a great 
criterion, in medico-legal cases, forjudging the 
time at which a murder was committed, or 

death occurred. Thus material help may be 
obtained by the judicial officers in arriving at 

a judgment in criminal cases in which the time 
of death has an important bearing on the 

question of the guilt or innocence of accused 

persons. Medical witnesses are often asked in 

judicial courts as to the nature and condition 
of the contents of the stomach and on the length 
of time required for digestion of food. 
The people of Bengal and Behar ordinarily 

take two or three meals a day, consisting of 

rice, dal (pulses), wheaten flour, vegetables, fish 
or meat, the latter two are luxuries amongst the 
poorer classes. Rice forms the bulk of their 
food. The quantity of boiled rice taken by an 
adult in each meal varies from ?4 ounces to 48 

ounces (the weight of a given quantity of 
raw rice becomes about three times greater 
when cooked), of cooked clcd 12 to 18 ounces, 
of vegetable curries 6 to 8 ounces. They 
drink a good quantity of cold water during 
or immediately after meals, which averages at 

least 16 ounces, except during hot weather when 
it is more. The length of time requisite for 

digestion in the stomach of such an Indian diet 

and for complete emptying of the stomach, has 
not been ascertained by observation, or on any 
authoritative basis. The average period required 
for the digestion of an ordinary European meal 
was estimated at from three to four hours from 

observations made by Dr. Beaumont in the case 
of Alexis St. Martin. But European and Indian 
diet differs greatly in quantity and quality, the 
former consisting mainly of nitrogenous sub- 

stances, and the latter in a majority of cases 

almost entirely farinaceous. The solvent powers 
of the gastric juice are chiefly exerted upon 
nitrogenous substances and its action is com- 

paratively slight upon starchy and saccharine 
matters. The rapidity of digestion varies accord- 
ing to the quantity of food taken and the 
amount of fluids drunk. The Indians generally 
consume a large quantity of farinaceous food 
and drink largely of cold water, which, by lowe- 
ring the temperature of the stomach and diluting 
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the gastric jaice, is .prejudicial to digestion. 
Hence the time required for complete gastric 
digestion of Indian diet may exceed that 

for European diet, It may be contended 

that starchy food squires less time for 

digestion than the nitrogenous. This may 

be" true when the quantity of it ,s small as 

European diet. An idea of the time necessary 

for covin*ete digestion (gastric) ot an ordinaly 

Indian diet may he 
from the following 

observations made after deatli m some cases, 

and during life in others. 

A ?Presence of food in the stomach noted 

during post-mortem 
examinations. 

(\\" A healthv man, aged 35 years, took his 
mornin" meal "(stale rice and dell) between 

7 a 8?AM and went out to work in his nce- 
1 n Tlipr'p he quarrelled with another man 

i o him blows and kicks at about 10 A.M. who gave turn oiowa 

on 3i?l February 1902. He died the same day 
,1 9 pJSL from rupture ot the spleen. 

^Post-mortem examination held on the next 

day disclosed the presence 
in the stomach of a 

i 
^ 

ooc of undigested and partially digested larsfe mass oi umn0^ ' J 
. 

? 
. . 

rice and Ml, and in the duodenum tin* white, 

cdairv fluid and several bits of rice. The man 

was "alive for about six hours after taking his 

meal and four hours 
after rupture of the spleen. 

The process of digestion might have been 

nr retarded by internal haemorrhage, 

buth'i'a farinaceous food was not digested even 
in less time than that required for digestion of 

European diet, i.e., 
in two hours after his meals 

and before he met 
with violence. 

m A Hindu male, aged 22, after his usual 

evening meal between 8 and 9 P. M., took 

to commit suicide. He died next 
some p - and 6 a.m. Post-mortem 
morning oecweeu 

examination was held the same day. The 

stomach was full of undigested rice, i.e., about 

nine hours after food. 

Digestion was in 
t1,is case probably in abey- 

ance during coma. 

C?,\ A Mahomedan male, aged 28, a lunatic, 
, j, i- mpai between 10 and 11 o'clock A.M., 

??99nd January 1902, which consisted of rice, 
on 22ncl januaiy ? 

dill and vegetables. 
He got an epileptic fit at 

about 2 P.M. the same day 
and was unconscious 

till he died between 
o and 60 clock P.M. on 

23rd January 1902 During the period of un- 
consciousness he could notewnHnw medicines or 

liquid nourishment. Post-mortem examination 

showed that the stomach contained a large mass 
c moIKt rlio-psted and undigested rice and 

(More than half of the 

cavity of the stomach 
was full.) 

The food remained in the stomach for nearly 
30 hours without undergoing digestion. The 

digestion was in suspension owing 
to insensibi- 

lity. His food was 
not eve,, digested in four 

hours before the attack 
of the epileptic fit. 

(4). A stout, healthy, Hindu male, took his 

evening meal at about 10 p.m. and was beaten 

to death between 5 and 6 o'clock in the morning 
of 30th May 1901. The stomach contained, as 

disclosed by post-mortem examination, a small 

mass of undigested rice, about one ounce in 

weight, and a few bits 
of potato rind. 

The food was not completely digested in seven 
hours. 

g __Observations on the ivashings of the stomach 

I of healthy men a few 
hours after their meals. 

(1) A Hindu male, aged 25 years, a cook by 
r fnnk his meals consisting of boiled 

profession, toon: ma ? 

rice 48 oz cooked dal including the water m 

wliicli ?"*?? boiled 16 oz and vegetables * oz. 
at 12-15 PM. on loth January 1902. His 

i washed out with an India-rubber 

St?T "ltie at 3-15 P.M., i.e? three hours 

after meal About half an ounce of undigested 
? ntriflidrawn The openings ot the tube 

rice was withdrawn. r a 

were blocked up with particles of undigested, 

rice The tube was not re-introduced. On 18th 

January 1902 at 11-10 A.M. he took rice 48 oz., 

dal 12 oz vegetables 8 oz., and drank 16 oz. ot 

water The "stomach-tube was passed at 3-15 

PM ie 4 hours and 5 minutes after. About an 

mince of undigested rice was brought out. The 

tube was twice introduced. 
On 20th January 

1902 he was fed at 
11-32 a.m., with 48 oz. rice, 

8 oz dal, 8 oz. vegetables and 16 oz. water Ihe 

stomach was washed out 
at 4-4o P.M., w o hours 

and 13 minutes after 
meal. Entire and broken 

rice grains, numbering 250, flowed out with 

the washings. The openings in the tube were 

blocked up with rice. He consumed on 24th 

Tanuarv 1902 at 10-50 A.M., 48 oz. rice, 8 oz. 

vegetables 4 oz., and water 16 oz. The 

tnb'e was used at 5-lo P.M., 5 hours 5 

minutes after. Undigested rice grains, about 200 

in number, flowed 
out with the water, l ie 

openings of the tube 
were filled with rice. 1 he 

tube was not passed a second time. On 25th 

January 1902 at 9-25 a.m., the man took the 

same quantity of food as on the previous day. 
At 4-50 P.M., i.e., 7 hours, 25 minutes after, the 

stomach was washed out. A few entire and 

broken grains of rice and a soft pulpy mass ot 
:f mixed with mucus flowed out. The tube 

openings were blocked up. 

(2) A tall stout, Hindu male, 32 years old, 

was fed at 11-32 A.M., on 20th January 1902 

with rice 48 oz., dal 8 oz., vegetables 8 oz, and 

water 16 oz. At 4-34 P.M., i.e., 5 hours, 2 minutes 

after, entire and broken rice, about 200 in 

number, was found in the washings of the 

stomach The openings of the tube were block- 
ed up with particles of rice. The tube was not 

re-introduced. 

(3) A healthy, Hindu male, a mason, took his 
food at 12 A.M., on 30th January 1902, consisting 
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of rice 21b. 2 oz., ddl 9 oz., vegetables 4 oz., and 
water 12 oz. The stomach was washed out at 

3-20 p.m., i.e., 3 hours and 20 minutes after. 
About an ounce of undigested rice was found 
in the washings. He was fed at 11 a.m., on 

3rd February 1902, with rice 34 oz., ddl 9 oz., 
vegetables 4 oz., and water 16 oz. At 5-5 p.m., 
i.e., 6 hours, 5 minutes after, the stomach washings 
contained about 2 drachms of undigested rice. 
On 12th February 1902 at 10-30 a.m., he took 

chappattis made of 16 oz. attah (coarse wheaten 
flour), ddl 9 oz., vegetables 5 oz.; and water 16 oz. 
At 5-5 P.M., i.e., 6 hours, 35 minutes after, his 
stomach was washed out. Soft bits of vege- 
tables, and a small, soft lump of semi-digested 
chappcitti came out with water. He took at 
10-30 A.M, on 19th February 1902, rice 35oz, 
ddl 9 oz., vegetables 4 oz., and water 16 oz. The 
tube was used at 4-45 P.M., i.e., 6 hours and 15 
minutes after. A few bits of entire and broken 
rice flowed out with water. 

(4) A healthy Hindu male, aged 25, took, at 
12 a.m., on 30th January 1902, rice 2 lb. 2 oz, 
ddl 9 oz., vegetables 4 oz., and water 16 oz. The 
stomach was washed out 3 hours and 25 
minutes after. During introduction of the tube 
the man vomited and brought up about two 

ounces of undigested rice. The same quantity 
of food was given to him on 3rd February 1902 
at 11 a.m. The washing was commenced at 5-10 
P.M., i.e., 6 hours and 10 minutes after meal. 

Two drachms of undigested rice were found. 
The openings in the tube were blocked up. 

During its reintroduction he vomited and brought 
up 3 drachms of rice. 

(5) A Hindu male, aged 22, took on 12th 

February 1902 at 10-30 A.M. chappattis made of 
16 oz. attah, dal 9 oz., vegetables 5 oz., and 
water 16 oz. The stomach was washed out 6 
hours and 40 minutesaftermeal. Four small bits 
of semi-digested chappatti flowed out. The man 
vomited a few bits. When the tube was with- 

drawn, its openings were found blocked up. 
(6) A Hindu male, 20 years old, was fed with 

chappattis of 16 oz. of attah, cldl 4 oz., vegetables 
4 oz., and water 12 oz, at 11-45 a.m. on 7th 
February 1902. The stomach was washed out 
at 4-15 p.m., i.e., 4 hours, 30 minutes after. Two 
large and a few small soft lumps of chappatti 
and water came out. 

(7) A Mahomedan male, aged 20 years, took 
at 10-30 A.M., on 19th February 1902, 35 oz. rice, 
9 oz. ddl, 4 oz. vegetables, and 16 oz. water. 
The tube was passed at 4-52 p.m., i.e., 6 hours 
and 22 minutes after. A few entire grains of 
rice, about one drachm, flowed out. The open- 
ings of the tube were found blocked up when it 
was withdrawn. 

Remarks.?The men did not take any food 
between the hours of their meals and that of 
the washing of their stomachs. In all cases a 

little more than a pint of warm water was 

passed into the stomach. When the tube was 

withdrawn, its openings were seen blocked up 
with particles of food. This evidently showed 
that more food existed in the stomach than 
what was withdrawn. The blocking up of the 
tube with food grains 110 doubt prevented their 
further exit. The appearance of even a small 

quantity of undigested food in the washings of 
the stomach seven hours and twenty-jive minutes 
after meals was sufficient to demonstrate that 
food was not completely digested, and the 

stomach was not empty, in that period. ^ z7 

IV.?Homicidal wounds ending in tails. 
? It is said that the presence of a scratch, i.e., a 
tail at one or both ends of an incised wound 

sometimes indicates that it was fabricated, i.e., 
inflicted with a person's consent or self-inflicted. 
But such scratches have been found in wounds 

inflicted by hostile hands or in homicidal 
wounds. 

(1) A man, aged 32, was severely wounded 
in several parts of his body. He had an incised 

wound, transverse in direction, about 5 inches 

long, 011 the left side of the neck the hyoid 
bone, and the thyro-hyoid membranes were cut, 
and the pharynx opened. It had a scratch at 
its outer end. Another incised wound on the 
left side of the chest below the nipple, transverse, 
5 inches long; the cartilage of the seventh rib was 
divided, the thoracic cavity was opened and the 
sternum partially divided ; a tail at its inner end, 
2^ inches long. Beside these he had cuts on the 
hands and on other parts of the body. 

(2) A well-to-do elderly Mahomedan male, 
a Nawab, was murdered in broad daylight 
while he was asleep. He had an incised wound 
on the right shoulder, almost vertical in direc- 
tion, about 4 inches long, the clavicle was 

divided; a tail at each end of the wounu. 

Another vertical superficial cut on the right 
wrist, 2b inches long; a scratch at its lower end. 
Besides these he had three severe wounds on 
the head, in which the skull and the substance 
of the brain were divided, severe cuts on the 
hands and on other parts of the body. 

(3) A healthy, young man, aged about 30 
years, was killed in a riot amongst some villagers. 
He had an incised wound behind the left shoulder, 
4 inches long, vertical in direction; the muscles 
and the acromion process of the scapula were 
divided; a scratch at each end of the wound. 
Another transverse incised wound on the right 
side of the back, 3J inches long, the skin was 
divided; a scratch at each end. Also he had a 

large incised wound on the thigh, in which the 
femoral vessels were divided, and severe cuts in 
other parts of the body. 

I am much indebted and grateful to Major F. 
P. Maynard, M.B., f.r.c.s., I.M.S., the Civil Surgeon, 
for his kind encouragement and instructions 
given in carrying out the operations of washing 
out the stomach in the cases mentioned above. 

/ 


