
A CASE OF MYELOID LEUKAEMIA. 

By J. N. GHOSAL, l.m.s. 

Basirhat. 

J- R-, aged 48, carrying on business as a betel-nut 
;.?Jier, had been suffering from an irregular type _ 

oi 

o '-er, with intermissions, a very big spleen reaching 
es below the costal arch, a moderately enlarged 

er> and dyspnoea out of proportion to the anaemia 

Resent. As the blood was repeatedly negative to 

^amer'g test> and ag he had been drugged with qiunme 
sni any impression being made on his fever or 

Aeen' a blood count was done. To our surprise^ a 

endid picture of myeloid leukaemia was observed. 
Hemoglobin .. 

60 per cent, 

fed blood corpuscles ? ? 2,440,000 per c.mm. 
White blood corpuscles ?? 360,000 per c.mm. 

Differential count? 
Polynuclears .. ? ? 

0 Per cen^ 
Lymphocytes .. ? ? 

23 Per cent- 

Large mononuclears ? ? \ per cen,' 
Eosinophils .. .. ? per cent, 
Basophiles .. ? ? Per cen^* 

Abnormal cells?? 

Myelocytes: 
Eosinophilic .. 5 per cent. 

Neutrophilic .. 11 per cent. 

Nucleated red blood corpuscles a few. 

Polychromatophilia .. present. 

On account of frequent epistaxis (haemorrhages are 
common in myeloid leukaemia), a course of Collo- 
Calcium was given, whole blood was injected intra- 
muscularly once a week, and iron and arsenic prescribed. 
The patient showed no marked improvement, although 
occasional remissions occurred, and he ultimately suc- 
cumbed, after suffering for fully two years, with general 
anasarca and exhaustion. 

Comments.?The writer met with another 
similar case about 15 years ago in which the 

proportion of red blood cells to white blood 
cells was 6 to 1. This patient also was more 
than 40 years of age and died within one year. 
These cases are rare and they are seldom diag- 
nosed in the mofussil. 

The writer's attention was drawn to the first- 
mentioned case from the disproportionate 
amount of dyspnoea manifested on movement. 

(In our experience this condition is much 
more common in Bengal than in London, for 

example, nearly every month one such case is 
encountered in the kala-azar out-patient 
department of the School of Tropical Medicine. 
?Editor, I. M. G.). 


