
TRAINING OF PSYCHIATRISTS. Twelfth Report of the Expert Committee on Menta 
Health (World Health Organisation: Technical Report Series, 1963, No 
3s. 6d. Available from H.M.S.O.) I 

This report contains the collective views of a W.H.O. Expert Committee on Men^ 
Health that met in Geneva from September 25th to October 1st, 1962, to discuss 

training of psychiatrists in the light of present-day needs. 
All countries complain of a shortage or at least a maldistribution of psychiatrist- 

but between countries there are vast differences in the number of psychiatrists ava1 

able, and the training programmes vary considerably both in duration and quality 
Although almost all countries providing training courses have an official body in chart? 
of certifying or recognising them, in many instances psychiatric training is carrje 
out under a clinical apprenticeship system, without an organised training accord^ 
to a set curriculum. . 

Recognising the wide variation in existing resources, needs and patterns of heal 
care in different countries of the world, the Committee considered that it would 
unrealistic to recommend a single pattern. Accordingly, the Committee set out in deta^ 
the basic requirements for a "broad" training in psychiatry, together with the addition 
experience necessary for specialising or "differential" training. 

Strong emphasis is put on the need for psychiatrists to have a broad training bef? , 

devoting themselves to a sub-speciality. Three years should be the minimum, 
a 

. 

during this time the trainee should have three to six months' experience in ho 

child psychiatry (including mental subnormality) and neurology. The Commit 
considered that recognition of separate specialisation in psychiatry and neurol0^ 
was essential, "since identification of the two usually operates to the detriment 
psychiatry". j 

The Committee considered that all students of psychiatry should be encourag 
after completing their standard training, to devote a year or more to enlarging y1 ̂  
knowledge, perhaps in a sub-speciality, or engaging in research. They recogmse j 
however, that full differential training might require a longer period of time 
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'hat it would be necessary later to establish systematic curricula for the various 

| sub-specialities. 
After setting out in detail the requirements for "broad" and "differential" training, 
Committee make observations on training for psychiatric research and teaching, 

?rganisation and methods of training, and the role of W.H.O. in the training of 

Psychiatrists. 
Although some of the details of this report are open to criticism, there can be few 

Psychiatrists who will not agree with the desirability of its main aims. However, 
Whether these aims can be widely achieved in the foreseeable future is open to 

I Question, for the comprehensive pattern of training proposed could only be undertaken 
^ the moment in the best equipped University Centres. The Committee recognised 

' '^at such standards of training could not be achieved for many years by the less 

^veloped countries, and the report discusses in some detail the necessity and implica- 
l|?ns of training abroad. Brian Ackner 


