
THE LATE MAJOR HALLEY, RA.M.C.(T.F.). 

The untimely death of George Halley, M.A., F.R.C.S. 

Edin., deprives Dundee of a rising practitioner, and the profession 
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]n that city of a colleague whom it could ill spare. He was the 
eldest surviving son of the late George Halley, Esq., of Broomhall, 
Broughty Ferry, a merchant in Dundee. 

He received his education chiefly at Clifton, and then passed 
to Edinburgh University, where he matriculated M.A. in 1888, 
M-B.C.M. in 1892, while his surgical proclivities made him covet 

the F.R.C.S.Edin., which he obtained in 1901. A member of thu 

Royal Medical Society and a steady worker in all his classes, ht; 

sought his relaxation during his student days as a member of 

the University Company of the Volunteer Medical Staff Corps, with 
which he had many pleasant recollections both in Edinburgh and at 
Aldershot. Having graduated he served as resident in Dundee Royal 
Infirmary both on the medical and surgical side of the house, and 
after the relaxation of a voyage as ship's surgeon and a visit 

to the Rotunda Hospital settled down in practice in his native 

city. Almost immediately thereafter he was appointed one of the 

out-door dispensary surgeons attached to the infirmary. In 1896 

he became one of the assistant surgeons at the infirmary, in which 

capacity he served till his promotion to full surgeon ten years 
later. He was essentially a man of peace, and his every action was 
characterised by honesty and straightforwardness. His kindness of 

heart was never hidden by an occasional brusqueness of manner, 
and his many sterling qualities made him a favourite alike with 

patients and colleagues. His whole soul was in his work, before 

which he allowed no interest a place. To those who knew him he 
Was a true friend, and to those who worked with him a lovable 

companion whose worth will not soon be forgotten. 
In addition to his infirmary appointment he was one of the 

niedical officers of the Royal Yictoria Hospital for Incurables, an 

institution in which from its commencement he took great interest, 
and to which he gave much unselfish devotion. He was an active 

niember of various local medical societies, and the rejuvenation of 

the Forfarshire Medical Association was due, in no small degree, 
to Dr. Halley's enthusiastic personality. His surgical work had 
laid its foundation in a few papers which had appeared in the 

Edinburgh Medical and Scottish Medical and Surgical Journals during 
the past few years, and showed that he was neither wanting in 

observation nor talent. If he had a hobby outside the actual practice 
of his profession, it was the teaching of ambulance work and first 

aid. Almost from Dr. Halley's arrival in Dundee he held classes for 
such teaching, and was an enthusiastic member of the St. John 

Ambulance Association, his work in this connection winning for him 
the distinction of Honorary Associate of the Order of St John of 

Jerusalem in England. His breadth of mind enabled him to accept 
ln a proper spirit the withdrawal of that association from Scotland 
and its replacement by the more Scottish Order of St. Andrew. 
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It was only natural that his association with ambulance work, 
and his previous days of volunteering, should lead him again in 

this direction, and soon after coming to Dundee he joined the 1st 

Forfar Royal Garrison Artillery Volunteers as a junior medical 

officer, and in this corps he rose to the rank of Surgeon-Major. 
When the volunteers were this year replaced by the Territorial 

Army, Surgeon Major Halley elected to continue his patriotic 
relations and became a Major in the 3rd Field Ambulance of the 

Highland Brigade. In this capacity he was serving in a camp of 
exercise near Dundee when he met his untimely end. He had 

already been some ten days under canvas when one afternoon he 

went for a pleasure ride with a brother officer. He had not gone 
far when his horse became restive, and passing beyond his control, 
ran off and threw him heavily. Alighting on his head, it was 

evident from the first that his injuries were of a serious nature, 

and though he was conveyed home with careful despatch he never 

regained consciousness during the twenty-four hours which preceded 
his death. 

His funeral service was held in St. John's U.F. Church, of which 

Dr. Halley was a much respected elder. The attendance was a very 

large one, and included almost all the members of the profession in 

Dundee and district; many members of Boards of institutions to which 
Dr. Halley was attached, and a large concourse of friends and patients. 
If a popular manifestation of sympathy could in any way solace the 
sorrow of relatives and friends, it was not wanting, for nearly the 

whole route of the cortege was lined by an anxious and sympathetic 
public, which the peculiar sadness of the circumstances had drawn 

together. Dr. Halley is survived by a widow and two little children. 
D. M. G. 


