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This book is sponsored by the British Social Biology Council 
and the bulk of it is a restrained and detached account by a 
research worker, who remains anonymous, of her personal contacts 
with prostitutes. 

The initial project for the research which was planned after 
the War was much more ambitious than it proved possible to carry 
out, and in the end it had to be drastically curtailed. For the 

Purpose of this book one can only think this was an advantage, as 
the smaller numbers with a single investigator, probably enabled 
the author to keep her account so readable and fresh. 

An interim report was made in 1951 and covered the first 

stage of the research :? 

(a) A comparative study of the statistics relating to prostitu- 
tion, compiled from the Metropolitan Police records for 
the two years 1946 and 1949. 

(b) A statistical analysis of the files from the Criminal Record 
Office of 150 prostitutes who were convicted in 1949. 

These appear in the book as Appendices ii and iii, and for them 
the co-operation of the London School of Economics was available. 

Later, the actual field research was started and this was such 
an untried field that the research worker was obliged to spend time 
in perfecting her technique for making initial contacts with the 

prostitutes. Her frank descriptions of her numerous interviews, 
often with verbatim phrases, are what make the book so readable 
and vivid. 

In the course of the work, almost accidentally, it became 

possible to make a more intimate study of a group of girls in 

Stepney which provided much of the more detailed information of 
the fifty selected case histories which form Appendix i. Compared 
with say, clinical practice, the histories are so meagre that at a first 

reading one is perhaps inclined to undervalue them, but gradually 
a sort of picture does emerge. The last two chapters, "The State 
of Not Belonging" and "The Men They Live With" begin to show 
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the outlines, if not of some of the causes, at least of some of the 

psychological pre-conditions of prostitution and perhaps of the ties 
the women form, which tend to hold them to this kind of life. 

S. A. Toynbee. 


