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Introduction

● The Dutch National Atlas of Public Health and Health Care

● Functions of the Atlas

● Different scale levels

● Collecting data



For more then 13 years now, the Dutch National Atlas of Public Health 
and Health Care (www.zorgatlas.nl) is the most comprehensive 
reference for geographic information about health care and public 
health in the Netherlands.

It is part of the Dutch Public 

Health status and forecast
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http://www.zorgatlas.nl/
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Lalonde health 
field concept



Responibility
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Information philosophy
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Information philosophy Effort
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Users

• Ministery of Health, Welfare and Sports

• Research institutes

• Eductional institutes

• Local health authorities

• Health insurance companies

• Etc...
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Functions of the Atlas of Public Health and 
Health Care

● Describe and compare

● Instrument for policymaking

● Evaluate in time

● Location-allocation studies 

● Signal

● Evaluate
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Functions: describe
Hospitals Population density
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Function: compare subjects
Measles 2013-2014 Reformed political party voters 2012
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Life expectancy at birth 2009-2012

Function: compare
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Function: evaluate in time

Measles 2013-2014



Function: instrument for policymaking

Percentage of smokers at the age of 
19 years and over, 2012, per health 
region
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Function: Location-allocation studies 

Balances between demand and supply 
of general practitioners, 2010, per 
municipality
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Function: signal

Regional distribution of 

Obesity
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Function: Signal

Articles in newspapers
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Function: evaluation

Travel time to nearest hospital 2014 Travel time to nearest hospital with

emergency department



19

Different scale levels

Mortality rate 2009-2012



Different scale levels
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Social economic status 2010
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Different scale levels

Number of heavy drinkers
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Collecting data

Lots of variation in data resources

● Statistics Netherlands (Statline & remote access)

● Research institutes (PBL, SCP)

● Health organisations (GGD, Nivel, Prismant)

● Specific organisation (Stivoro, Hartstichting)

Several ways of collecting data:

● Download

● Contracts

● Personal contact
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Data resources



www.zorgatlas.nl
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Example of a bad map

Equal classes
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Example of a bad map

Equal classes

Quartiles
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Example of a bad map

Equal classes

Quartiles

Relevant classes
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Equal classes

Quartiles

Relevant classes

Switch colors

Good map


