
THE CALCUTTA DEAF AND DUMB 

SCHOOL 

By DOROTHY GREVAL 

President, The Convention of the Teachcrs of the Deaf 
in India 

(13/2, Ballygunge Park Road, Calcutta) 

In this school of about 180 children, boys and 

girls are taught how to speak, read and write. 

The teacher articulates slowly : the pupil feels 

his chest and throat and watches his lips. The 

pupil then also articulates. 
On the occasion of the visit of His Excellency 

the Governor of West Bengal on the 9th 

September, 1948, one of the boys read an Address 
of Welcome in Bengali. It consisted of 103 

words. Four sentences are quoted to show that 

what the boy said was not in a mere baby 
language : 

^ c*mt *rgw- 

*fff<Tf5T ?^C\5 (At the present time, 
due to the introduction of the improved method 
of education by the Western States, the deaf and 
dumb of those States have been immensely bene- 
fited and they have become useful members of 
the society as also of the country, and thereby 

they have attained the status of human beings 
worth the name) 
wm isra srj 

^ sffaprfsrl 3tcl 

(We also expect that our sympathetic 
administrators will likewise make adequate 
arrangements for our education and industrial 

training and thereby reclaim us from the neglec- 
ted and wretched life of ours) f*1^1 
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=utt wm xq c^Tt^f ?rtf?HT^ 
^t\5 9ttf?R (Given adequate education and 

training we too will rise certainly to the same 
status as has been acquired by our Western 

brethren and serve the country and people) 
*n? ^ 

*tt^l cw -<w *rr*Rrr? ^ 

w *tt^i c?rfa 

*rr*rat* 

(Blessed is Bengal by getting a 

sympathetic and learned man like you, so, too, 
do we feel glorified to have you in our midst: 

with hopeful and expectant heart we appeal to 

you for the redress of our miseries). 
As remarked by His Excellency the boys and 

girls look particularly alert, happy and bright. 
In addition to speaking, reading and writing 

scholars are also taught handicrafts and art. 

The articles of utility and ornament produced by 
them were also exhibited at very reasonable 

prices. They were in no way inferior to similar 
articles seen in shops. In fact they must be 

superior inasmuch as each was made individ- 

ually and had the attention which is not given to 
mass produced articles. 

It is estimated that in West Bengal there are 
about 4,000 deaf mutes of school-going age. 180 

is but a small fraction of this figure. 
The school lias been in existence for the last 

55 years and is the premier school of its kind in 
India. The annual recurring, expenditure is of 

the order of Rs. 1,20,000, of which Rs. 36,000 is 
received as grant in aid from the Government. 

The education of deaf mutes is more expensive 
than that of normal children because of closer 

personal contact between teacher and pupil. 
Usually a class consists of 8 children with one 

teacher. 

All the scholars do not come from poor homes 

only. Three children belong to medical men. 

Nor are speaking, reading and writing and handi- 
craft the sole aims. Several boys are studying 
for a university degree. 
No research work on the cause, heredity and 

psychology of deaf mutism appears to have been 

done in Calcutta in spite of the existence of this 

excellent school. 

The purpose of His Excellency's visit was to 

receive a purse of Rs. 1,500 for the school from 

Sri D. N. Mukerji of the Hooghly Bank Ltd. 
The money was collected ' 

over the counter 

in the half year since January last for the 

schoolThis collection ' 
over the counter' 

for humanitarian purposes is in itself an innova- 

tion which is being fully utilized by Sri Mukerji, 
the Managing Director of the bank which only 
the other day had collected Rs. 25,000 for the 

proposed Cancer Institute. The bank has now 

launched a new drive for collection of the funds 

for the West Bengal Leprosy Relief Association. 

Any further information concerning this 

excellent institution, especially with respect 
to research, may be obtained from the Principal, 
Rai Sahib A. C. Chatterji, the Honorary Secretary 
of the school, Mr. N. C. Paul or the Honorary 
Secretary of the Convention of the Teachers of 
the Deaf in India, Mr. N. Majumdar. The 

address of the school is 293, Upper Circular 

Road, Calcutta 9. 


