
INTERNAL USE OF RED IODIDE OF MERCURY 

IN ENLARGED MALARIAL SPLEEN. 

To the Editor of 
" The Indian Medical Gazette." 

Sir,?Of all the counter-irritants to the enlarged spleen 
Red Iodide stands lirst in reducing it, although there are 
other counter-irritants of the same nature, but of inferior 
value in these cases. In my opinion, Red Iodide acts not by 
its irritants action in these cases, but by absorption it pro- 
duces certain changes in the system which produce increased 
leucocytosis and thus it effects the cure. 
Bearing this view in my mind, I have been using this drug 

internally with marked success in several crises for the last 
two years. It reduces the spleen and improves the health of 
the patients. I have never seen any bad results from its 
administration. If it proves equally efficacious in other hands 
as it did in my hands, its use will make a considerable 
reduction in the expenses of the dispensary and at the same 
time increase the comfort of the patient. 
I use this drug alone and only internally in the following 

way : 

Red Iodide of Mercury ... gr, ]/'J0 
Pot. Iodide ??? gr, ii 
Aqua ... dr. iii 

After two weeks I increase the dose to gr. 1/16 per dose. 
On taking the blood counts, I have found that it increases 

leucocytosis. The earliest test seen it increased on the 10th 
day when the leucocyte count rose from l,oOU to 2,500. The 
differential counts also show these changes. At first the 
large raeno. does not get decreased, but afterwards there is 
decrease of the large meno- with increase of the Polymor- 
phous and small meno. 
I have shown this treatment and the blood slides to the 

Superintendent of this school. 
I may suggest that this drug may be tried in Kala-Azar 

cases. 

I am experimenting with it in healthy men to find whether 
it does increase the leucocytosis. I shall publish my results 
later on in these cases. 

Yours, etc., 
0. K. DATT, 
Asst. Sunjeon. 

I have seen one case shewn ine by Dr. Datta and the blood 
slides of it. The case has certainly done remarkably well 
and has gained weight. Tim blood count too has now become 
practically normal. I shall be interested to see the result of 
Assistant Surgeon Datta's further experiment. 

(Sd.) A. DENHAM WHITE, 

CAl'TAIN, I.M.S., 

Superintendent, Berry-While Medical School, 

Dibrugarli. 


