
7. Case of Hydrocephalus. I3y Chahles Hansford, M. D. 

I was sent for, October 4,1833, to visit Margaret May, aged 
18 months, whom I found in a comatose state, lying sunk in the 
bed upon the back. Her face appeared swollen, and unnatu- 
rally pale; slight convulsive twitches about the angles of the 
mouth; and deglutition was performed with difficulty. There 
was complete paralysis of the right arm and leg. The pupils were 
considerably dilated, but contracted when a lighted candle was 
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put near to tliem; no strabismus. Respiration was hurried and 
laborious; pulse 125; skin hot and dry ; no vomiting; bowels 
had been confined for two days previously ; the abdomen was 

not swollen, and had a perfectly natural feeling; the legs and 
feet were cedematous; urine secreted in small quantities. 

I learned that she had been ill for a fortnight,?had been first 
seized with headach and general uneasiness, manifesting much ir- 

ritability,?and the day previous to the one on which I first saw 
her she became insensible. She had always a heavy appearance, 
but never suffered from worms or any complaint, except occa- 
sionally constipation ; but I understood that in September she 
had fallen upon the ground from a chair, and sustained a severe 
blow upon the back of the head; not complaining of this, how- 
ever, longer than the day following the accident, no traces of 
the injury remained. Cold was applied to the head; a blister 
to the nape of the neck ; and two leeches to the temples. 
A grain of powder of foxglove, one grain of powder of ipeca- 

cuan, with eight grains of calomel, were divided into eight pow- 
ders, of which one was ordered to be given every six hours. An 
enema of gruel, containing a drachm of oil of turpentine and cas- 
tor oil, with the warm bath in the evening. The gums of the 
left molar teeth, which were swollen, were divided by the lancet. 
The following day the leeches had bled well; the blister had 

risen; and was ordered to be dressed with mercurial ointment, 
?3i. of which was also ordered to be rubbed on the thigh 
every six hours. No evacuation from the bowels; the powder 
had been taken regularly ; and secretion of urine much augment- 
ed. Enema ordered to be repeated. 

October 7tli. The blistered surface was much inflamed; the 
bowels had been freely opened; and deglutition was easier. 

October 9th. The child appeared much better; pupils contract- 
ing more freely ; and the state of coma less complete. The ca- 
lomel was now relinquished on account of diarrhoea supervening. 
A relapse took place within a few hours, accompanied with con- 
vulsive shrieks. . 

She died on the morning of the 11th. 
Inspection thirty-six hours after death.?The body was much 

emaciated. There were considerable adhesion between the dura 
mater and calvarium; the brain was large and soft; both it 
and its membranes were more vascular than usual; the ventri- 
cles were much distended, and contained each about two ounces 
of serum, clear, and without flakes. In the centre of the right 
anterior lobe of the brain, a small portion was of the consistence of 

cream, perfectly white. There were about two ounces of serum 

at the base, where the arachnoid was considerably thickened, of 
white opaque colour; a gelatinous deposit extended over the 
pons Varolii and origin of the nerves. 
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The abdominal viscera were healthy. The lower end of the 
ileum for the space of about three inches, was filled with much 
dark greenish-coloured matter, similar in colour and consistence 
to the contents of the gall-bladder. 


