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WHITE COLONIES IN THE TROPICS. 

To the Editor of "The Indian Medical Gazette." 

'ai'Ke scale of the Northern TeAto,,,?f wfehe ?ma ̂  
part lies within the tropics. At present thpr? ai-Q .1 
1,000 persons resident there, and there has been practically 
no development. It is commonly held by certain political 
sections in Australia that this great area can be settled 
permanently by immigrants of British birth ^nd descent 
gothetettemPt 

" ^ ? WdU?e SUCh immiSrants t(> 

Several years ago I tried to persuade the Government to 
appoint a Commission of experts who should travel round 
the world and seek for evidence as to whether this colonisation 
of the Tropics by the British race had ever been accomplLhed 
but I was not successful in bringing about this proposal 
I would therefore take the liberty of requesting you to 

afford me some information on the subject, as von will hp in a 
position to judge whether English' people7 or Northern 
Europeans have been able while maintaining their racial 
integrity, to thrive and rear healthy children for generations 
in your part of the world. 

b 

I refer particularly to those who have never left the 
country, not to those who. though born in the tropics, have 
been educated in England and have married English women. 
Another necessary qualification is that they have been 

accustomed to severe manual labour in the open, and earning 
W ^en able to g? 

What is the physical, mental and moral constitution say, of 
a child of pure British descent, whose ancestors for three or 
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four generations have all resided permanently in the tropics 
in the environment that a manual labourer could obtain. 

Does ho retain all the virile qualities of the race, or are 
there evidence of degeneration in any respect? 
I do not require any data regarding sanitation of the tropics 

as carried out so successfully at Panama and elsewhere- It is 

generally admitted that adult European males can maintain 
health and strength in tropical countries if certain precautions 
are taken. 

I seek for information regarding the women and children 
for the first and succeeding generations. 
I hope to lay the information collected before the British 

Science Association which meets in Australia in 1914, and 
also to make certain recommendations to the Federal Govern- 
ment at as early a date as possible. 

I should also be glad to learn, if possible, if you have any 
knowledge as to how Southern Europeans stand tropical 
climates, and if they compare favorably in this respect with 
English people, I must apologise for troubling you, but 
there are great Imperial interests at stake in this matter, and 
these must be my excuse. 
Unless the problem of peopling Tropical Australia, is 

approached from the scientific standpoint, it may result in a 

huge disaster. 

Yours faithfully. 
(Sd.) RICHARD ARTHUR, 

M.D., C.M. Edin. 

Parliament House,' 

Sydney. 

(This is a very important subject, and we hope replies 
sent to Dr. Arthur. We shall also be glad to publish letteis 
on the subject.?En., I. M. (?.] 


