
OBITUARY 

WILLIAM ELDER, M.D., F.R.C.P.E. 

On 2nd July there passed away in a nursing home?after a brave 
struggle against the effects of a gangrenous appendicitis?an out- 

standing personality in Dr William Elder of Leith. Born in Carnwath 
~~the fourth son of a farmer who shortly afterwards migrated to 

^ast Lothian?William Elder was educated mainly at the Knox 

institute, Haddington, of which he was twice medallist, proceeding 
^ence to Edinburgh University. In 1885 he passed his M.B., C.M. 
laminations, but, not being yet 21, was too young to graduate at 

summer capping. He became house-physician in the Royal 
nfirmary to Dr John Wyllie?himself an East Lothian man?and it 
was probably his early training under that masterly clinician that 
Save his "resident" that bent towards the study of cerebral, and 

^specially speech, disorders upon which he was afterwards to exercise 
ls 

outstanding abilities. After assistantships in Kirkcaldy and in 

anchester, Elder came to Leith as assistant to Dr James Struthers, 
er about two years becoming his partner and then his successor. 
Struthers was regarded as the head of the medical profession in 

eith, and Elder, in his day, not only maintained the extensive 
Practice of his predecessor but by the position he came soon to 

occupy as an auth0rity on nervous disorders, gave an added lustre to 
,e status of the family doctor. Elder, who had taken the member- 
P of the Royal College of Physicians in 1893 and had been elected 

^ 
ellow in 1894, was awarded, in 1896, a Gold Medal for his M.D. 
Sls- This was published in book form in 1897, entitled Aphasia 

the Cerebral Speech Mechanism, and received very favourable 
Ce' His position as an authority on disorders of speech was 

Ed''1 ^ illustrated when the British Medical Association met in 

0f 
'n^urgh in 1898. At that meeting a joint meeting of the sections 

dis 
ate ^ec^cine and Psychology took place, at which there was a 

cussion upon "Aphasia in Relation to Testamentary Capacity." 

prQ1S Was opened by Sir William Gairdner, K.C.B., M.D., and as 

p 
aS?nist against such an authority William Elder, a Leith 

1 1Qner of 34, was chosen?an honour which falls to the lot of 

(je^. ^evv- He was, moreover, for several years, until his increasing 
jn 

ness ^capacitated him for viva voce work, one of the examiners 
neurology for the membership of the Royal College of Physicians, 

and fG WaS Garly *n career elected to the Staff of Leith Hospital, 
thro ^ ^teen years gave devoted attention there, the sick poor 

care ?)Ut a^ways receiving the same kindness and assiduous 
which was so much appreciated by his other patients. 
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A wide reader and essentially a thinker, the trend of his work is 

indicated by his publication, in igoo, of The Physical Basis of 
Memory, and a paper on "Agraphia and the Existence of a Special 
Graphic Centre." His latest work, Studies i?i Psychology, appeared 
in 1927, and was the product of much thought and investigation into 
the subjects of Sleep, Dreams, Memory, etc. How characteristic of 

the man that, even when suffering from the pain of his last illness, he 
should have told the writer he had resolved to study his mental 

perceptions as he passed under the anaesthetic?a thinker and 

investigator to the end. He was a splendid type of family doctor, 
well read and well trained in observation; his clinical acumen, despite 
his impaired hearing, was particularly striking. He looked at a case 

so broadly and yet so intensively; while his fine presence, with a 

calmness that was never ruffled, inspired the utmost confidence. 

Amongst his fellow practitioners he was held in the highest esteem, 
and he had such a clear and logical mind that the usual remark about 
any medico-sociological question was "What does Elder think?" and 
his worth was in similar fashion shown by his friendships with such 
leaders of the profession as Stokes of Dublin, Dercum and many others. 

He leaves a widow?daughter of the late Rev. Dr Henderson of 

Crieff, herself a medical graduate of Edinburgh?a daughter and 
three sons. H. G. L. 
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