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The following case, at present under my care in the 

TJmballa Station Hospital, as illustrating the trifling after- 
effects which may follow apparently grave injuries of im- 

portant structures and the narrow escape, in this instance, 
of the patient himself from a violent death, is considered 
worthy of publication. 

Private J. \V., 9th Lancers, was admitted to hospital about 
6 A. M. on the morning of the 31st May, suffering from a 

severe penetrating lance-wound of the face receivedon 
parade a half an hour before. Three of his upper incisor 
teeth had also been knocked out, and there were some irregular 
patches of skin abrasion on the clieek and forehead. The 

point of the lance entered the submaxillary triangle of the 
neck on the right side a little below and external to the 

inferior maxillary bone at a distance of about one inch 
from the angle of the jaw, and in immediate proximity to 

the external jugular vein and carotid vessels. It then passed 
vertically upwards through the muscles of the cheek, de- 
taching the periosteum from the ascending ramus for about 

1J inches, wounded the parotid gland, and finally came out 
in the right temporal fossa beside the trunk of the temporal 
artery. The masseter muscle appears to have escaped, as 
from the first the patient has not complained of any difficulty 
in opening or shutting his mouth, and the fact which induced 
the belief that the parotid was wounded was the discharge 
of a thin watery fluid resembling saliva and mixed with 

blood. The wound of entrance was more or less triangular, 
with inverted clean-cut edges corresponding in shape to a 
lance-head, and closely resembling a leech-bite on a large 
scale after the parts were brought into apposition ; that of 

exit was linear about one inch in length, and running ob- 

liquely upwards and backwards. The distance between the 

two wounds was measured and found to be a little over five 

inches. The hemorrhage was trifling in amount considering 
the nature and extent of the injury, and consisted chiefly of 
venous blood which welled up into the lower opening from 
some small superficial cervical veins that had been divided. 
How the facial and temporal arteries escaped division is a 
matter of some surprise, as the weapon passed at right angles 
to their course, and must have necessarily wounded the latter 
if it had not been pushed out of its proper position. Had 

the lance penetrated to the inside of the ramus the result 

would probably have been immediately fatal, as the point 
owing to its extreme sharpness would have passed through 
the base of the skull, and perforated the brain-substance. 

It is not very clear how the 
wound was inflicted. From the 

account given of the accident by the patient it was at first 

believed that he was impaled on the lance in the act of 

falling from his horse, the lance having been thrown from him 
and alighting on its " butt." However, from the evidence 
of his comrades who were beside him, it would appear that 
the lance instead of falling on the ground remained firmly 
pressed between the humerus and the side with the point 
close to his jaw, and that as the horse reared and the rider's 

head was thrown back, it was driven forcibly upwards and 

inwards. There is nothing noteworthy in the treatment that 
was adopted, except that a lotion of Extract Belladon- 

na; (40 gr. to one oz. of glycerine) was employed for the first 
three days to arrest the secretion of the parotid gland while 
the tissues were granulating, and that two sides of the wound 
of entrance were brought together and united by carbolized 

catgut ligatures, the third side being left open for drainage. 
A spray composed of Hydroclilorate of ammonia, Rectified 

spirit and Ether had a marked beneficial effect in controlling 
inflammatory action and in relieving pain. There is still a 

little oedema and periosteal thickening, but the wounds are 

healing kindly and are attended by no complications. The 

injury ̂is not calculated to interfere in any way with the 

efficient performance of any military duties he may be called 

upon to perform. 
TJniballa, June 10th. 


