
A CASE OF SNAKE-BITE. 

{LACHE SIS BOH N EENSIS.) 

Hy P. FT. HENNESSY, M.n.c.s., \ 
In charge, General Hospital, Kuala Lumpur. 

History.?On the night of February 29th at 
9 p.m., Muthiah, aged 22, Tamil, whilst running 
along a pathway through rubber trees put his 
foot on a snake, which bit him. He immediately 
kicked it away, whilst his friends who were behind 
him kil]ed it. Within a few minutes, he felt a 

burning sensation which appeared to travel up 
the leg. A string was tied around the ankle and 
he was taken to hospital, where he was treated 

within half an hour of his accident. The snake 

was brought in with the patient. 
Condition.?Two small punctured wounds, one 

on the dorsal and one on the plantar of the space 
between the fourth and fifth toes were noted ; a 

slight oozing of these wounds indicated their 

presence. (Edema was present but the degree 
of pain was insignificant, in fact the patient 
went to sleep shortly after his admission. The 

wounds were scraped and pot. permanganate 
crystals rubbed in and the ligature which was 

loose was removed. The next day, March 1st, 
the swelling had increased up to the level of the 

knee-joint, but beyond tliis condition there were 
no symptoms. On the 5th the patient, who had 

repeatedly asked for his discharge absconded. 

He was, however, captured the same night and 
sent back to the hospital. 
On the 7th, beyond a very slight degree of 

swelling around the ankle and the dorsum of the 
foot, there was nothing to note. The patient 
had started work again. 

Mr. C. B. Holman Hunt has identified the 

snake as a Lachesis (one of the viperida) almost 

certainly Lachesis Borneensis. 

Boulenger in his Fauna of the Malay 
Peninsula says: 

" Many of the viperidse are 

amongst the dangerous poisonous snakes; but 

the Malayan Lachesis have comparatively small 

poisonous glands, and it has been repeatedly 
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ascertained that tlieir bite does not produce 
death in man and large animals. Lachesis 
Borneensis was described from Borneo. It has 
been re-discovered in Sumatra, and has been 
found in Perak and Selangor." 
The extreme rarity of securing both the 

snake and the patient in cases of this nature is 

mjr excuse for publishing this case. 


