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It is always a moot question how far books of the 
' cram' variety should be encouraged; the answer is, 
that it depends partly on the book but mainly on 

how it is used and on the person who uses it. If the 
student uses it as his textbook, he may get through his 
examinations, but he will acquire a very imperfect 
knowledge of his subject; this is perhaps a greater 
indictment of the examination system than of cram 

books in general. 
One can always rely upon the 

' Aids' series books; 
one knows that at least the subject-matter will be 
accurate and reasonably up to date. We say 
' 

reasonably' because of course it is essential that recent 
work that has not been generally accepted should not 
be included in a book of this kind, however certain 
the author may feel that in time it will be accepted. 
This particular volume is no exception. Nearly all 

the sections that we read have obviously been revised 
recently. For example in the section on anaemia a 

classification on the lines of that suggested by Janet 

Vaughan has been introduced; but we cannot quite 
agree that the extrinsic factor is vitamin B2. Recent 
work has shown that it is not identical with B2, though 
it is associated with the vitamin B complex in many 
foodstuffs. 
Even the sections on tropical medicine are far more 

up to date than they are in many textbooks on general 
medicine. In the malaria section atebrin and plasmo- 
chin are mentioned, though not pressed; this is as it 
should be. We were a little disappointed that tartar 
emetic is the only drug advocated for kala-azar, but 
if we were asked to write the treatment for black- 
water fever in one line, we do not feel that we could 
improve on 'Bed: warmth: fluids ad lib.; withhold 
quinine 

It is a book that we can recommend to the student, 
and we believe that many practitioners would find it 
useful to aid their memory. 

L. E. N. 


