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INJECTION METHOD OF TREATING 

ENLARGED INGUINAL GLANDS IN 

EARLY CASES OF LYMPHOPATHIA 
VENEREUM (LYMPHOGRANULOMA 
INGUINALE)* 

By MIN SEIN, m.b. (Cal.), m.r.cj. (Lond.), 
CAPTAIN, I.M.S. 

Civil Surgeon, Rangoon (East) and Lecturer 

Medicine, Burma Government Medical School, 
Rangoon 

During recent years more and more cases of 

lymphopathia venereum (lymphogranuloma 
inguinale) are being diagnosed as the clinical 
features and tests are better understood. If 
left untreated, or even in treated cases, the 
disease can result in much suffering and dis- 

figuring due to scarring. Of the local method 
of treatment chief reliance has been placed on 
the time-honoured belladonna and ichthyol oint- 
ment in the early stages, and fomentations and 
incision in later periods. The time spent in 

palliative treatment can be long and in the en<- 

prove to be fruitless. 
The following method is published as it ha 

proved its worth and is simple in application 
I started using this method in 1932 whilst1.1* 
charge of the venereal ward in the British M111' 

tary Hospital (Indian Wing), Mingaladon, 
1 

cases of venereal bubos secondary to soft? 
hard chancres or gonorrheal urethritis after tn 

ordinary palliative methods had failed. It 

also used in cases where though a history 
0 

venereal exposure was obtained clinical an 

laboratory examinations negatived an infecti0^ 
by syphilis, gonorrhoea or soft sore. It 

possible that some of the latter cases were cas 
of lymphopathia venereum. Since then 

typical cases have been similarly treated Wi 

success and the treatment has been extended 
cases of bubo due to venereal diseases. 

The method 

The method consists in the injection of a ^ 
minims of equal parts of liquid carbolic acid an^ 
absolute alcohol into the enlarged glands. 
fine hypodermic needle is selected and t 

syringe filled with the solution. After the sK 

has been sterilized with methylated spirit it 

stretched and the needle is inserted some d ? 

tance from the gland; it is then pushed obliQ11? ̂  
into the centre of the enlarged gland, 
seeing that it is not in a blood vessel the soi 

tion is injected. It is advisable to push m 
few minims of air to empty the needle otherWi 
carbolic acid is likely to be left along the tra 
of the needle and slight pain might reSll-jj 
Frequently, a small depressed black spot 

W 

mark the site of injection. No pain is felt 

improvement in signs and symptoms will , 

noticed within 24 hours. The enlarged a 
^ 

painful gland will generally subside with0 

proceeding on to suppuration. It may be ncc ^ 
sary to give more injections into the saI11,cvS' 
other enlarged glands after two or three day 
interval. The above method is not meant 
cases where there is definite softening and co 

mencing suppuration but is useful where 

glands are painful and enlarged. , 

I have treated several cases by this met 
i 

but a typical case is described below. 
( 

A Burmese police constable, aged 22, was 
to Bhamo Civil Hospital on the 16th May, 1" 
account of hard and painful glands in the left ing jg 
region. He had developed a small sore on the 1 

after exposure and this healed up in four days. 
had a temperature of 100?F. He was treated ,^ 
belladonna and ichthyol ointment and tincture of i 

intravenously. There was no improvement, but 
01 

^ 
other hand the glands on the right side also be * 

0f 
enlarged 

_ 
and tender in spite of applications ^ 

antiphlogistine. Carbolic acid solution was inJ 

into the glands on four occasions, on the 2lst 
27th June (two areas), 1st July (two lower 

8th July (other glands). Improvement was raplCl 
sustained and the patient was discharged cured OIVjijer 
10th July, 1935. He was examined again in N?v'e -^ed- 
1935 when the cure was found to have been susta 
The Wassermann reaction was negative. 

(Continued at foot of opposite page) 

* 

* Note.?The nomenclature of this disease has 
undergone a number of changes, and until a few years 
ago 

' 

lymphogranuloma inguinale' was favoured by the 
majority of writers. This name was unsuitable, mainly 
because the pathological process is essentially unlike a 

granuloma and the name tymphopathia venereum seems 
to find most favour to-day. This is the term adopted 
by Dr. H. S. Stannus in the British Encyclopcedia of 
Medical Practice. As uniformity is advisable we have 
changed the title and text of this paper in accordance 
with modern usage.?Editor, I. M. G. 
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Summary 
, 
A method of treating enlarged g^nds m ^Phopathia venereum 

finale) as well as in other venereal oon?twns Is described in which 50 per cent carbolic n absolute alcohol is injected into them. ^ case is described. 


