
MEDICAL SCIENCE IN INDIA 

We would draw the attention of our readers 
to the special article printed in our present 
number on the present position of medical 
science in India by Lieut.-Colonel G. R. Mc- 

Robert. The author of this article has obviously 
in the past and is now giving much thought to 
the future of medical services and of the medi- 
cal profession in this country, and in a recent 
Lumber of our journal published an article on 
' Indian degrees for Indian graduates' which 
has been very widely and very favourably 
commented on in many quarters. The present 
article discusses another matter of great im- 

portance in an equally able manner. 
Colonel McRobert states that 1 The overseas 

man of science coming to India to-day is as- 

tounded to find that we have in this land rival 
systems of medicine'. The editor remembers 
soon after his arrival in India many years ago 

being questioned by Indian friends regarding 
the nature of the medicine that he practised. 
I did not know then of the cults of medicine 
in this country, ayurvedic, unani and other 
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indigenous systems, not to speak of homoeo- 

pathy and other such. fads. I was asked 
whether I practised allopathic medicine, a term 
which I had never heard previously and did 
not know the meaning of. My reply was that 
I tried to practise scientific medicine, and I 

objected to terms such as western medicine and 
allopathic medicine, for scientific medicine is 

international and is not confined by geogra- 
phic or any other boundaries. As Colonel 
McRobert states, science is one and indivisible 
and international. There was a time when in 

India medicine was probably as much or more 
advanced than in any country in the world. 
Indian medicine markedly influenced Chinese 

medicine, Arabic medicine, and, through the 

Arabians, European medicine, for even then 

medicine was already international. To try to 
introduce nationalism into science is a retro- 

grade step. 
We would support Colonel McRobert's appeal, 

' 
Let India march in step with other nations in 

the conquest of disease and suffering and not 
sigh overmuch on long past glories of the 

Vedic times '. 
It must be said that in discussing these 

matters in the Indian Medical Gazette we are 

preaching to those already converted, for the 

readers of our journal will already share these 
views. This may be so, but nevertheless we as 
medical men are constantly finding ourselves 

involved in discussions with laymen on these 

subjects in private or in public, and the ability 
to state our case clearly but sympathetically 
against opposition may be very useful to us; 

in this matter we can all learn much from 

Colonel McRobert's article, for it is obviously 
the result of much thought and his views are 

clearly stated and presented in a way which few 
could hope to equal. 

J. L. 


