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manual of organic chemistry for 
MEDI- 

CAL STUDENTS. By S. Ghosh, D Sc., F.R.S. 

(Edln.) and Lieut.-Col. T. C. Boyd, F.R.C.S.I., 
D.P.H., F.I.C., I.M.S. Calcutta: Scientific Publish- 
ing Co., 1928. Pp. 263. Price, Rs. 4-8 op 7s. 6d. 

This is a manual in which is embodied the result of 
the authors' long experience of teaching as professors ot 
chemistry in the two premier medical institutions in 

India. It is not a small task to compile within a small 

compass all the subject-matter pertinent to the needs o 

a medical student. An ordinary manual of organic 

chemistry, which is usually thought sufficient as a genera 
course of study for the B.Sc. degree, hardly satisfies the 
requirements of a medical student. In it, there is a gooc 
deal of superfluous matter which only s?rv^s burden 
his memory with unnecessary details to the detriment o 
his learning things which are really important irom 

the point of view of medicine. The mam object ot 

compiling an organic chemistry for medical students is 

to emphasise the importance of those organic compounds 
that are being used in medicine. The authors nave 

acquitted themselves of the task very admirably, showing 
stage by stage as we glide along chapter after chapter, 
the formation of various groups of organic compounds. 
They could not, however, help making this somewhat 

of a synoptical nature in order to suit the particular 
requirement of the student. They are fully a;'ve ? 
the fact that medical students who have^ got to go throug 
so many subjects besides chemistry will detest a bigger 
text-book and prefer one of this kind. It is, howeve , 

neither too concise at the expense of clarity of expres- 
sion nor at the sacrifice of the subject-matter as is_t ie 
case with other existing books of this nature, ftlany 
notable improvements have been made upon the latter 

by deleting obsolete terms like "amylons 
' for stare i 

and giving Werner's formula for urea?to quote a e\v 

examples. The chapters have been arranged quite in 

their proper sequence except the one on halogen deriva- 
tives of hydro-carbon, which might have been p ace 

after the chapter on "aldehydes" inasmuch as 

chloroform is derived from chloral which is an aide y e. 

In the chapter on proteins, the classification and de 
may be left out altogether for a bigger text-boo'. 
few typographical mistakes have crept in_,)v 'f . 

doubt, will be corrected in future editions. The book is 

very well got up and its price is by no means ig ? 

can strongly be recommended as a text-book ot ? 

chemistry for students appearing in the 1st M.c. 

examination of an Indian University. 
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