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This further study of the subject of jail 

dysentery will be welcomed on account of the 

great importance of the subject. Its conclusions 
differ considerably from those arrived at by 
Major Forster at the Midnapore Jail, whose full 

report, it is much to be regretted, has never been 
published, although his paper at the Bombay 
Congress records his main results. He 
concluded that most of the dysentery at 

Midnapore was bacillary in nature, although he 
also met with the amoebic disease, but ths exact 
proportion of each is not clearly stated. 

Captain Wells, on the other hand, although 
working in a drier and cooler climate where a 
still larger proportion of bacillary cases might 
have been expected, only succeeded in isolating 
dysentery bacilli from 4*9 per cent. of the 
268 case* he examined, while he found motile 

amoebre, which differed from the saphrophytic 
forms he also describes, in no less than 19*5 

per cent, or five times as many. In five cases 

tuberculosis was found on post mortem, one of 
them also showing amcebse, but in the very 
great majority of the cases, namely, about 70 
per cent., he was not able to find the cause, 
which shows how much there is still to be 
learnt about this class of disease even after 

allowing for the frequent difficulty in isolating 
the causative organism from undoubted cases 

of chronic bacillary dysentery, which probably 
accounts for some of his negative results, which 
are very much higher than those obtained by 
other members of the Bacteriological Depart- 
ment. I 

Another important part of this report is the j 
cultivation of non-pathogenic organism from 
the air, and their occasional presence in the 

stools, and he agrees with Walker that the true 

pathogenic entamoeba cannot be cultivated on 

artificial media, and is distinct morphologically J 
from the aerial and water non- pathogenic forms, j 
some of which he figures in the plates in the 

report. The work is a careful and painstaking 
investigation, but it is very clear that the 

subject is much in want of further elucidation. 


