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MEDICO-LEGAL WORK IN DISTRICT 
BACKERGUNGE. 

By Sur.gn.-Lt.-Col. K. P. Gupta, m.b., f.u.c.s., 

Glvil Surgeon, Backer gunge. 

In 1892-93, I gave a resume of the medico- 
legal work in this district with details of some 
gunshot wounds. The number of police post- 
mortems in 1892 was 206 and in 1893 211. 

Coining to 1894 the number seems to have fallen 
off to 174. Out of this number, 52 were 

suicide b}^ hanging, viz., 37 females and 15 

males. The ages of the female suicides varied 
from 11 to 75, and those of males from 16 to 70. 
The former used sari-rasi or cloth, and the 
latter chiefly ropes for hanging themselves. 
As regards causes, disagreements and domestic 

quarrels constituted the majority in females as 
well as in males. A few put an end to their 
lives for some incurable disease?like colic. 

Next to suicide by hanging comes injuries 
to the head (of which there were 25 cases) 
caused by some sharp or blunt weapon. The 

weapons generally used in this district are ram 
dao or gachkata dao, a heavy and sharp 
weapon capable of inflicting severe wounds, and 
by which the head may be severed from the 
trunk or body, spears of different sorts called 

leza, sulphi, teta, and all kinds of fishing 
hooks, some with three prongs; and last of all 
the latties and bamboos. If one has some 

experience of this district he can tell from the 

nature of the wounds the probable weapon used 
in inflicting it. The injuries to the head counted 
some of incised or cut wounds of the scalp and 
skull exposing the brain and causing it to pro- 
trude ; others of lacerated or contused wounds 

with extensive fracture of the skull caused by 
latti and other heavy blunt weapons. Some 

were fractures of the skull with extravasation 

of blood on the surface or substance of the brain? 
without any or only slight scalp injury. In- 

juries of the neclc follow those of the head, 
being 19 in number and consisted of wounds, 
some by dao, large and deep, dividing the soft 
structures and blood-vessels down to the spine, 
others of penetrating (by spine) wounds divid- 
ing large blood-vessels and injuring the spine. 
Three cases of throttling are included under this 
head. 

Injuries to chest amounted to 19, and were 
also caused by dao and spears. The former 
were generally extensive cuts or wounds dividing 
some of the ribs and sometimes the lungs, the 
latter consisted of penetrating wounds of the 
chest, wounding the lungs, pericardium and heart. 
Injuries to the abdomen were 17 in number, 
and consisted generally of penetrating spear 
wounds in which case the visceras were injured, 
the cause of death being shock and hemorrhage. 

There were 8 cases of poisoning chiefly by 
arsenic and opium, the former homicidal, and the 

latter suicidal: 7 cases were deaths due to natural 
causes, and for 12 the cause of death could not 
be ascertained and certified for. I have reserved 
to the last the cases of gunshot wound which 
have been a recent feature in this district. The 
numbers of murders by gunshot is increasing at 
a fearful rate, and they are done in the dark, 
and generally escape detection and punishment. 
The people are getting emboldened and resort- 
ing to this diabolical method to kill their 
enemies. 

Since the 1st April 1895, when I returned and 
resumed charge of this district, there have been 
several deaths from gunshot wounds in 2 or 3 
weeks' time, and some cases admitted to the Hos- 

pital (Barisal) where the shots did not prove 
fatal immediately. These will be sent for pub- 
lication next month, as soon as the notes are 

ready. In 1894 there were 10 deaths from gun- 
shot wounds, viz., 6 of the chest, 2 of abdomen, 
and 2 of both chest and abdomen. 


