
TREATMENT OF HYDROCELE. 

TO the Editor of 
" The INDIAN MEDICAL GAZETTE." 

Sir -I.i recent issues of the Indian Medical Gazttte a 
rrnnrl fleal of discussion has been going on about the radical fme of hydrocele, and various opinions expressed as to 
details such as site of incision, the number of ligatures ap- nlied etc No special rule can be laid down, but every case 
dealt with on its own merits. I have seen many operations 
done for this complaint, eversion of sac as well as partial and 
complete excision, and found all followed by suppuration, this I attribute to the too free use of ligatures. In mofussil 
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complete excision of the sac in Seranipore where the Hospital 
Assistant informed me the operation had never been done 
before, all these cases I may say ended in suppuration, heal- 
ing: eventually by the tedious process of granulation. 
In my present station I have done two cases (one as large 

a,s two good sized cocoanutS put together) both healing by 
lirst intention, no ligatures Mere left inside nor drainage 
tubing used ; all bleeding points were dealt with by torsion 
and pressure. In the first case the incision was made low 

down, the sac was separated by fingers and after the fluid 
was let out, it was cut off by scissors. In the second case, 
a large portion of the redundant scrotum had to be taken 

away, and a good deal of dissection done to release the 
imbeded penis, owing to cicatricial adhesions from long 
standing ulceration, the man was in miserable health on 
admission with extensive scrotal ulceration, he made an 

uninterrupted recovery, complaining of no pain and no fever, 
not even the day after operation. I attribute the excellent 
results achieved in these two cases to the non-usage of 

ligatures, the rapid enucleation of the sac by fingers, and as 
little knife work as possible. This procedure has the ad- 
vantage of being short and quick, and I intend to follow the 
practice in all future cases. 

Yours faithfully, 
J>~o. C. GILLMON, 

Scimbalpore. 


