
APPOINTMENT OP THE VISITING SUR- 

GEON AND CLINICAL TEACHER TO THE 

MEDICAL COLLEGE. 

Since the article on the above subject ap- 
peared in our last issue, it has been brought to 
our notice that the remarks therein may reflect 

on the experience as a Surgeon of Dr. Charles. 
As this was not our intention it is only fair to 

Dr. Charles that we should remove any possi- 
bility of an impression of this kind arising. 
In 1886 Dr. Charles was appointed to the 

Professorship of Anatomy at the Medical Col- 

lege, and to the Second Surgeoncy of the Mayo 
Hospital, Lahore. There he reformed the whole 

system of teaching anatomy, founded a Compara- 
tive Anatomy Museum and started a Student's 

Bone Room and a Professor's Museum for re- 

search. The transformation has been the subject 
of praise from every one competent to judge. 
And there is every reason to suppose that now Dr. 
Charles has been transferred to Calcutta where 

the means for independent work and research 

are on a larger scale tliau elsewhere, he will 

have an extended opportunity of doing fur- 

ther original work and contributing, let iia 

hope, to the development of science. As Second 

Surgeon at the Mayo Hospital in Lahore, Dr. 
Charles did half the general surgery, and in 

the summer Session gave clinical teaching iu o ' o 

the Wards. He also each year gave a course 

of 28 demonstrations to all the senior students 

in bandaging, minor surgery and the appli- 
cation of splints. From this record it will be 

seen that as an anatomist there can be no 

doubt that Dr. Charles is second to none in 

India and as he has for eight years been 

engaged in teaching clinical surgery, teach- 

ing the practical application of bandages and 
splints, and taking his share in the operative 
surgery of a large hospital, he has also a 

good reputation as a surgeon, and it would 

be unfair to question his competency in that 

respect. 
It is good that the Government should have 

the power to disregard any discontent and 

choose whom they think fit when the question 
is of importance, but at the same time it is desir- 
able to avoid such discontent when they have 
the means at hand as is the case in appointing 
Professors in different Indian Medical Schools. 

For, as the matter now stands, it is felt that in the 

appointment of Visiting Surgeon and Teacher 
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of Clinical Surgery to tiie Medical College of 
Calcutta, the claims of well-known skilful and 

experienced men in this province have been 

overlooked ; and this feeling among the Bengal 
men who look to the appointments in Calcutta 

as rewards for their good work under trying and o ?' o 

often in unhealthy stations is unavoidable, and 
is likely to continue until an official announce- 

ment is made that a unification of the medical 

schools of India into an Imperial Educational 

Department has been effected, and that in all 

future appointments to the medical schools, men 
in that department shall be appointed. It is 

probable that a scheme of this kind would favour 
the best interests of the teaching staff and stu- 

dents, while it would give the opportunity to 

those ambitious for such appointments to choose 

early in their service a career which would ulti- 

mately gain for them the object they had in 

view. Under these conditions transfers from a 

medical school in one province to that in another 
would be taken as a matter of course. 

The chief aim, however, of our article was the 

advocacy of the separation of the Chair of Ana- 
tomy at the Medical College from that of the 

appointment of Visiting Surgeon and Clinical 

Teacher of Surgery to the Hospital on the ground 
that the advances which have been made in ana- 

tomy and surgery demand special proficiency in 
each. It will hardly be claimed that one man is 

likely to be an acknowledged expert on both 

subjects, and it is obvious that with two men of the 
calibre and abilities of Dr. Charles the work will 

be better done. This is a matter of principle 
quite unconnected with the present appointment. 
Differentiation is well-known to be the sign of 

progress. In a primitive school of medicine 

many subjects are combined and taught with 
relative satisfaction both to the teacher and the 

pupil. But a time arrives when the subjects 
become too comprehensive to be dealt with in this 
manner and separation then becomes absolutely 
necessary. This division of labour is no reflec- 

tion on the work accomplished by former teach- 
ers under different conditions ; but it is merely 
the necessary adaptation to the ever-increasing 
demands of science, and it is a natural law which 
sooner or later has to be followed, and the longer 
the old order of tilings are maintained when new 
conditions have arisen, the more disadvantageous 
is it, in this instance, to the students and the 
public. 


