
KNOWLEDGE OF SEX 

Sir,?I have read with interest Lieut.-Colonel Owen 
Berkeley-Hill's paper 

' A Case of Mild Hypo- 
pituitarism' published in the Indian Medical Gazette 
of March 1942, where he has stressed the sociological 
importance of sexual knowledge for Indians. I quite 
agree with the author and am surprised to find that 
a correspondent, writing under the caption 

' 

Knowledge 
of Sex' appearing in the June 1942 number of the 
Indian Medical Gazette, has taken objection to it. 
His statement that the author's comments are not 

based on facts does not hold good, as the author's 
conclusions are based on the case he has cited. 

Unfortunately in our country, no work of a tangible, 
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nature has been done in this direction and so we have 
no reliable records to which we can refer in such 
circumstances. Still a few cases have come to light 
because of their medico-legal importance, for example 
two cases, where want of proper knowledge of sex has 
led to the death of the unfortunate wives, have been 
Teported by Dr. Modi in his ' Medical-Jurisprudence' 
(page 420, Fourth Edition). The same author has 
reported another interesting instance of sexual ignorance 
in the Patna Journal of Medicine, Medico-Legal Supple- 
ment, January 1941, page 10. Instances of this nature 
can be found in plenty if a search is made for them. 
The fact that India's population, according to last 
several censuses, has shown a continuous increase, is 
obviously no evidence that Indians possess a proper 
knowledge of sex. It is high time that we realize the 
importance of imparting knowledge of sex to our 

children before they come to a marriageable age and 
make efforts in this direction. Bringing in the question 
of racial discrimination does not solve our problems 
and is not in keeping with our ideals of plain living 
and high thinking. 

L. P. VARMA, m.b., b.s. 

Govind Mitra Road, 
Patna, 

8th January, 1943. 


