
THE WAR AND THE SUB-ASSISTANT SURGEONS 
IN BENGAL. 

To the Editor of " The Indian Medical Gazette. 
" 

Sir,?It is now close upon two years since the great war 
broke out in Europe. Offers have in the meantime been 
more than once made to the medical profession in Bengal. 
Few have as yet embraced this opportunity of making their 
mark in life, while fewer still have volunteered their services 
in the military department. This slowness 011 their part is 
in 110 small degree due to the vagueness which prevails as to 
the actual situation. I feel sure many among us will try 
their- chance as soon as this vagueness and uncertainty which 
stands in their way is dispelled. 

I, for one, am of opinion that the prospect which the war 
has opened up before the medical profession in India is really 
rare and unique. It will afford us opportunities of display- 
ing our fitness for the department to which we have so long 
been perfect strangers. The varied experience which one 
will gain while in military service, especially in active service, 
cannot be altogether lost upon him. While the risk which 
one runs is, I may assure my countrymen, almost nil, as the 
rumour of casualty among Sub-Assistant Surgeons is quite 
unfounded. If to this be added the prospect which awaits 
one, I am bound to pronounce this to be really a golden 
opportunity which should not be hastily thrown away. 
The treatment that is accorded to those that are already 

there is all that can be desired. I believe, my testimony 
will not go in vain as I myself had been on active service for 
about six months and two of my relatives are still in active 
service in Mesopotamia. A compounder, of Sylhet district 

(Indian Christian), who accompanied me, has been rendering 
services with enthusiasm and speaks in unmistakable terms 
of the charms of life there. His name is P. Jones. It was 
ill health, heart troubles, that compelled me to return so soon, 
but nevertheless I cherish the hope of soon rejoining 
military service. The information which I have all along 
been getting from the circle of my friends also confirms the 
above testimony. 

I am aware some of my friends went so far as to resign 
their posts with a view to avoid the call for service even in 
military base hospitals in India. I cannot regard this step 
on their part wise inasmuch as their panic was altogether 
unfounded. It is not too much to hope that their case3 will 
also be favourably considered if properly placed before our 
kind-hearted Surgeon-General. 
Before conclusion I should once more emphasise the sacred- 

ness of the call to which we are morally bound to respond. 
Yours, etc., 

UPENDRA CH. CHAKRABARTI, 
Sub- Assistant Surgeon, Ghandpur. 

Ohandpuk, 1 
23rcl March 1916. J 


